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[ The 1967 Comet Station Wagon }

1967Cometstationwagon Thefirst wagonwherel wasbehindthewheel

My Dad neverowneda stationwagonin spite of havingfive kids. With two of usleft at homehe
got bitten by the wagon bug after he drove a 1965 Fairlanewagonto California He went to
Mulligan Mercuryon GrandRiver in Detroit boughta 1967 Mercury cometVillager with the third
seatin theback It wasbronzewith blackinterior.

We carpooledwith six neighborhoodids in it andMy Mom took 8 of usto the altarboy picnicin
it. We took a lot of family tripsin it includingthe eastcoastanddownto Arkansas The 289two V
ran great,andit hadplenty of pep It wasthe first time we everhadair conditioningand power
brakesonacar.

Whenit wastime to get my driverslicensethat wasthe car, | took the testin. | passedhe test,
droppedmy Mom off and turnedthe first cornerand floored it. | am not surewhy, | just did.

Maybe everybodydoesthat | wasthe go-to driver for all eventsas| could alwaysget the car
(thanksDad!) andit held a lot of people | learnedto wind out the gearsby shifting the automatic
manuallyandcould performnumerousstuntsevenwith six or sevenpeoplein theback

For everyhigh schooleventthat car was packedwith people,somel hardlyknew It waslike a
minii PaytonPlaceback there as romancesbloomed,heartswere broken,and young drinkers
tried not to barf as| took everycurvelike RichardPetty | wasin my own world up in front
seeingwhatnewtricks andtight turnsthe 289 couldaccomplishwith all thatweightin back

On the way to the beachone early Sundaymorningwith sevenguysin the car,we approached
an S curve As we cameout of it | hearda rubbingsound | thoughtwe hadaflat. | jackedher
up and my friend Rich Davis pulled the still inflated tire, wheeland half axle right out of the
axlerearaxlehousing!Thattook someexplainingto my perplexeddad

On anotheradventure) sawdeepwaterin analley nearmy school Fun! | flooredit to makea
splash,but at the bottom of this little lake disasterwas a giant piece of submergecdtoncrete,
waiting for anidiot. The concreterolled underthe car and pushedthe entire floorboardin the
rear seatup about7 inches How do you explainthat?| got a sledgehammebut we had no
swingroominsidethecar | cannotremembehow we evengotit levelagain,or if we everdid.
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/ Board Meeting Minutes

07/27/2023

A Board approved paying for the
catered lunch for club members
— : at our CrusinéHines club picnic

The FMRCOA board wishes to extend at Nankin Mills Pavilion.

heartfelt condolences to the family of A Board approved payment for
Stan Miller on his untimely passing. $25.00 per vehicle for club

Stan had served on the board many
times as treasurer, director, vice
president then president for 2023. Stan
had been a member of our club for
more than 35 years. He was an avid
classic car hobbyist owning many
different classics. He owned a 1967
Fairlane convertible, a 1963 Mercury
Monterey convertible and a 1970 Ford
LTD 4dr just to name a few. | think his
favorite one was his 1964 Ford Galaxie
500XL Q Code w/427 cubic engine in it.
| think what he loved the best was
going to the AutoFair at Charlotte
Motor Speedway with his car club

buddy&Gey, Pat, Mike K, Mike A,
Pete and Jim. Rest in Peace my friend

Minutes from the FMRCOA Club meeting  07/05/2023
Called to order@7:15

We had a very light turnout at this meeting because of the July 4th holiday. Only four of our board
members were able to make the meeting.
Unfortunately, this was St a na8tsneeting that he attended because of his untimely death.

CheckoutFMRCOA.ORGclick on EventsPagefor Club Events/Outings
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Onefateful eveningl wasdoing swervingburnoutsgoing aroundour teenagdauntsanddriving
herhard Onaslow night, my driving wasthe only excitementhatmight happen

We finally decidedto call it a nightandwentto C o n n eur fawrite 24-hour breakfasplace
| wasgoingtoo fastin a light snowandslid into a guardrail. The damagewas minor, but the
insurancecompanyjust totaledthis sweetintermediatevagonbecauset wassix yearsold and
hadvirtually no bookvalue The collision shopwhereit wastowedfixed thefront andusedit as
apartschaserfor years It brokemy heartto look outthewindow of C 0 n n eestadranandsee
it havingnewadventuresvith anewpilot.

Thus endedthe life of my first stationwagon party car You neverseeintermediatewagons
thesedayseventhoughthey sold almosta hundredthousandunits a year Of course,| would

love to find one anddrive it very gently aroundtown. | d o nthink my peerscould or would

wantto ride in thethird seat,unlesstherewassomesupercutememberof the oppositesexback
therewith themsippingon a bottleof BoonesFarmWine.

Tim Cleary
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Charcoal Briguette Package

Beginning in 1924, Ford began to use byproducts of its
northern Michigan lumber operations to produce charcoal
briguettes, in the city of Kingsford, as an effort to reduce
waste. Other innovative lumbering byproducts were sold,
such as hardwood pitch and wood alcohol (methanol). In
1929, the Company produced just over 20,700 tons of
charcoal briquette, which generated over $509,000 in sales
(around $9 million today).
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Traveling Around Lou Ironside

It is an unusualmonth when | R 2 yafeind a swap meet, but this
hasbeenone of thoserare months | did howeverdo sometravelingto enjoy
one of my favorite past times, looking at antique cars{especiallyFords My
first visit wasto the Gilmore RedBarns,in HickoryCorners,Ml. If you have
never been there, it is a mustsee destination There are eleven different
museumson the campus,alongwith a 194@ diner. The LincolnMuseumis
really nicewith a goodselectionof carsto view. Forme the Model AMuseum
isafavorite alsa Ondisplayin one barnisanoriginalunrestored1932FordB-
400, one of lessthan 1,000 produced Thereis a 1948 Ford Woodiewagonin
another, and a few other early Fordson display Wantto savesomemoney:
join the Model A Ford Foundationand you and the wife get free admissionall
yearlong andthat includesthe variousswapmeetsand car functionsheld on
the grounds It is $35. well spentdollarsin my opinion. My next visit wasto
the EarlyFord V8 Museumin Auburn,Indiana If you love early Fords,this is
the placeto be! Severall932Fordsincludinganunrestoredoriginal4-door, a
restored chassisand severalroadsters All the yearsfrom 1932to 1953 are
covered,but the 1936galleryis almosttoo muchto handleXone of everybody
style produced in 1936 including standards and deluxe versions The
centerpieceis the restored 1936 stainlesssteel tudor polishedto a mirror
shine Thereare Fordtractors from the flathead yearsincludingone with a
turbine engine Wall hangingsdisplaycasesthe placeis simply amazingto
visit. The museumholdstwo swapmeetsa year on the grounds,one in the
springand onein the fall. Both are well worth attendingeither asa buyeror
seller Again,if you join the EarlyFordV8 Foundation,you get free admission
during your membershipyear While in the Auburnarea,there is the Auburn
CordDuesenbergMuseumand the National Auto and TruckMuseumwhichis
locatedright behindthe ACDMuseum Beautifulmuseumsnot too far away,
andworth the driveto seespectacularcars
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Ford launches qualitgninded advertising campaigns:
@Fora cHave You Driven a Ford Lately?

and &Quality is Jobéin 1980s and '90s

Over the past 120 years, Ford has been known for some memorable advertising slogans, but none may be
as memorable as the long-running i H a Yoe Drivena FordL at e d yrandhe 1980s and 1990s 8 which
became a ubiquitous phrase heard an estimated 20 billion times in just its first eight years.

The slogan came in the form of a commercial tagline and was featured in print ads for vehicles like
Mustang, Tempo and Escort. It was also mentioned by executives in various speaking engagements.

By the end of the 1980s, Ford continued to use the slogan with its new car advertising, as it launched
vehicles like Thunderbird and Taurus SHO. F o r @dvertising head doubled down onthe p hr a ®wré s
growing importance, saying i t lguestion becomes even more effective as it takes on new meaning with
each successive new model campaign.o Ford was still getting mileage out of the slogan into its second
decade, extending the phrase to include i | tnéres than just a question. It's an answer.0 8 as well as
expanding its use.

i Afirst, it was interpreted as Ford asking consumers to give us at r ythe @xecutive said.
A Todavwithy For dsticcesses in sales, profits and numerous product awards, some
interpret it as Have you driven a Ford against the competition| at el y ?2 6 0

The tagline was so popular that F o r dnhéasl of electric vehicles in the early 1990s even
predicted the tagline would apply to the ¢ o mp a nBVoadvertisements of the future,
although that prediction never came to fruition.

Corporate songstress Kacey Cisyk became known as the voice of Ford for her work during
the long-running campaign. The line i Ha wWeu Driven a Ford L at e lbec& e so common,
in fact, that Ford estimated in 1989 that the jingle had been heard 20 billion times.

¢KS LIKNXasS al @S |, 2dz 5NAGSY |
found in the lower portion of countless print

I ROSNIOAASYSyGa tA1S GKAA RdzNR
tagline could also be heard in song in a similar number

of TV commercials of that era.

THIS HORSE IS ROCKING:

MUSTANG 1

The campaign, created by the agency J. Walter Thompson, coincided with another well-known
campaign, i Qu aib Job ¥, @hich also ran from 1981 to 1998. Ford cast employees as part of
the i Qu aik Job §0 campaign, which stressed the ¢ 0 mp a mmphasis on quality. Print ads
featured close-ups of employees coinciding with their quotes, along with i Q u aik Job 30in big,
bold letters at the top.
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fi listthe p u b | dercept®M et quany 5 & direct function of our e mp | o yoe-teesjdb satisfaction,
as well as their interest and involvement in assisting management to iron out the difficulties that

stand in the way of a quality p r o d @& @981 amnouncement read.

More than 250 employees were featured in the TV commercials, which were set in Ford facilities,
including Michigan Assembly Plant, during the 1980s. Employees were shown in their typical work
environment sharing their contributions to the ¢ o mp a muyalitys efforts. The campaign ran until

1998, when it was replaced by another employee-based series, fi B e tideas.Driven by you.0

From the beginning, Ford was always a model of efficient innovation. The company
eliminated vast amounts of production waste by reinventing the materials as
consumer products, such as cement, Benzol, lumber and gas. Our Byproducts
division, founded in 1924, grew to a multimillion-dollar enterprise by the end of the
1920s, less than a decade later. This foundation of efficiency can still be seen today

in our Lean Manufacturing processes.

AMMONIUM
U\,DHATV -
NITROGEN

| PLANT FOOD |

PROMOTES LUXURIANT GROWTH
LAWNS GARDENS
GREENS SHRUBS
FARMS ORCHARDS
VINEYARDS

(SEE DIRECTIONS INSIDE)

HARDENING DOES NOT AFFECT QUALITY
APPLICATION

DISSOLVE IN WATER OR APPLY AS
POWDER AND WET THOROUGHLY.

Fertilizer Bag

This nitrogen-rich inorganic fertilizer
was one of the multiple byproducts
of F o r grodsiction process at the
Rouge Steel plant. Other
byproducts packaged and sold by
For d o sByproducts Sales
department, organized in 1924,
included cement, motor benzol and
gas. By 1929, the Company
produced nearly 17,500 tons of
Ammonium  Sulphate fertilizer,
which generated just over $825,000
in sales (around $14 million today).
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Brian's Tips / Cam Timing

Under a metal cover at the front of the engineis the timing chain, a small sprocketon the

crankshaftsnout, and a considerablybiggergear on the snout of the camshaft Thisallows the

crankshaftto rotate two timesfor everyone time of the camshaft,andthis metal coverisin back
of the water pump. Whenthe enginegetsto around 40,000+ mileson it, the enginemay seem
like A Ug&ting W i A &l@nEh&Eh compressiorand crankingpressurescheckout good Leaking
valvesand worn piston rings usuallycausehard starting, especiallyin cold weather Timingchain
wearresultsin poor throttle responsethe needfor excessivesparkadvancesettings,andalossof

mileage and power. When the spark advancemechanismgets gummed up or rusted in the

distributor, flat spots,surging hesitationandfuel loadingup at idle alongwill causepoor mileage
and performance Whenthe carburetorgetsgummedup and/or varnishhasformed, the air/fuel

mixture does not vaporize as designed and mileage will suffer, then sluggishperformance
happens especiallywhenthe engineis cold. Also,if the intake manifold heat crossovels clogged
with carbon,the enginesRPMwill be limited while operatingunder load, and a pretty dramatic
lossof power becomesapparentwhen abovehalf throttle. If the heatriseris rusted shut, exhaust
flow will be restrictedresultingin a hugepower loss Restrictedmufflersor exhaustpipeswill also
causea dramaticlossof power. L Uld@igalthe alwayschangethe timing gearsand chainanytime
& 2 dzZ@aMdya valve job done. Also, many carscome with a nylon timing gear right from the

factory, becausehe engineis quieter, but it will not lastaslongasboth gearsbeingsteel Also,in

1972 the factories built into the timing gears about a sevendegree retard, allegedly for

emissionsthat very adverselyaffected performanceand fuel economy | strongly suggestto get
your new set of gearsand chainfor that sameengineprior to 1972to getrid of that incorporated
retard. | did that with my @6 T-. A NEBOEEDby usingthe gearand chainsetfor a ®9 Lincoln460
andcouldnot believethe difference The4,8501b. car pickedup abouttwo secondsn the quarter
mile, and over four miles per gallonin fuel economy | am tempted to go into how you checkto

make sure your presentgearand chainare in need of replacement,but | think L @eaviethat for

anotherarticle.
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Calendarof Events for 2023

August 13 Hog Roast Southeast MI RG #126 Club house Jackson
August 14 RockinRods n 6 Ro eh e Rdckester9
August 19 Woodward Dream Cruise

August 27 Cruisind Hi nes Nankin-Mills Pavilion
September 8 Frankenmuth Auto Fest Frankenmuth
September 9 - 10 Old Car Festival The Henry Ford / Greenfield Village Dearborn

September 10 ? Ford Yacht Club Car Show

September 17 39th Annual Mllford Car Show Milford
September 17 ? Orphan Car Show Ypsi
September 22 -23 Concours d 6 E| e godAneeca DIA
September ? Crosspointe Church Car Show Novi

Thank you to the Early Ford V8 Club RG#67 for the new events.

We will keep this page open for all upcoming events. If you have any information on events,
please send them to me at jmdem22@qgmail.com.
They will also be added to our webpage in the events section.
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AADS A

CLASSIFIEDADS

WANTED
1932 Front Axle and wishbone
Call Cole Grandy at 810-735-1671
Roy Stull 248-553-0420 Wanted radio for 68
Ranchero must be working, same as early
Mustang

FOR SALE

Bill Stanley 248-321-7871
2 Vent windows for a 1956 F100

Wally Wigand 313-802-7000
3-ton automatic floor jack $75
Portable battery charger $50
Trickle charger $10

Cole Grandy 810-735-1671 33-34 front wishbone.
36 rear wishbone radius arms. Rodders Journal 1-
8 issues. 1941 Ford 1ton hubcaps (blue circle &
Ford script. Back crossmember for flatbed, with
Ford script in the middle. 1935-36 Chrysler Airflow
taillights.

1957 Ford custom 300 two-door sedan. New
351W Ford motor sport crate motor with new oil
pan and pick up for a 57. Motor-mounts, starter,
alternator and pulleys, exhaust manifolds and 600
CFM Holley carburetor. Rebuilt Ford AOD trans
with trans mount and crossmember. New radiator,
gas tank, door seals, new windshield and rear
window with new gaskets. Front end rebuilt with all
new bushings. Shocks and rod ends. New front
disc brake kit is still installed with dual master
cylinder, many other new parts too numerous to
list. Needs bodywork paint and upholstery. Needs
partial floor pans installed parts included over
11,000 invested asking $8500.00 or best offer -

734-455-4156
(5>

Federal Industrial Services, Inc.
Specialize in Sandblasting &

Powder Coating
Large and Small Orders — Fast Turnaround

11223 E. 8 Mile Rd. * Warren, Ml 48089
(586) 427-6383

VMisit ournew

FacebooIGroupPage
0 %_,.LI_I | I“ '“. 1

orers Club of
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103 members Join Us Today =

SearcH-ordandMercuryRestorer€lubof America

to postyour photosandcomments.
Networkfellow clubmembersandinvite yourfriends

to shareon Facebook.

Classifiedadsare freeto all current FMRCOA members.

$20to nonmembergto run an ad.
You cansubmit e-mail adsto Jerry up to the 14th
of the month to beincluded in the next newsletter.
Sende-mails kercrest@comcast.net
pleasanclude FMRCOA in subject
or risk deletion.

ContacRussRoberts
313.820.524#Awroberts@gmail.com

onmattergoertainingio
CorporatdNewsletteAdvertisements

The Ford and Mercury RestorersClub of America, Inc.
newsletterfi T hRetundaT i meits @ontentsClublogo,
articles,andartworkarethe propertyof the Ford and
Mercury RestorerClub of America.No changesadditions,
deletionsor reproductionsare permissiblewithout the
written approvalof the Ford andMercury RestorersClub
of America,Inc andits duly authorizedrepresentatives.

Pagell



Simce 1976

T~
America’s Convertible Headquarters
Convertible Tops 1946+ Cylinders, Motor Pumps, Hoses.
1946-50 Pump & Valve rebuilding; 1928-50 Blue Dots
And much, much more!
941-639-0437 www.hydroe.com Fax: 941-639-0376

313-582-5544

Amsoll Lubrication Specialist
248-310-0604
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