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Attention All Members
When you hear of a member/spouse’s death, please get

all the information such as the funeral home and address,

viewing times and dates, and the service time and date.

CONTACT:      Jim Crawford

313.467.7789 or jimdem22@gmail.com

We will ensure that the

membership at large knows of the death.

Ford and Mercury Restorers

Club of America

to post your photos and comments.
Network fellow club members and invite your friends

to share on Facebook.

THE FORD AND MERCURY      

RESTORERS CLUB OF AMERICA

P.O. Box 2938 • Dearborn, MI 48123

2024 FMRCOA OFFICERS

PRESIDENT 

The Board will assume responsibility
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The Ford & Mercury Restorers Club is a hobby organization

whose purpose is to foster and promote the acquisition,

preservation and use of all Ford vehicles.
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Jim is filling in for Rob, while he takes care of family business.

Jeff Martoia is a new member.

New member Aron Bonsall received his membership badge.

Our Swap Meet is on May 18th at the Washtenaw Farm Council Grounds.

Please sing up for a job,  the club needs your help and support.

Spectator entry fee is back to $5 per person.  $15 to enter the Car Show and 

Car Corral which includes the driver.. You now can post FOR SALE signs.

We will use the ticket booth at the gate this year,  Ticket money will remain 

in the ticket booth.

The club voted not to have T-shirts for the swap. We will sell last years.

All sponsors are the same except for Warholic Tire & My Mechanics Place.

We have 77 members as of this news letter.  We are down from last year.

Any member not renewed by March 1 will be dropped from the email list.

Ye Ole Carriage Shop in Spring Arbor was Feb 15th.

We had 10 members attend and we stopped for lunch after.

Civic center contact has been signed for another year

Joshua Conrad from the early Ford V8 museum in Auburn, is offering free 

membership from 6/17-2/2024

Wayne Rd cruise is June 8th. Dale gave the treasurers report.

Terry hired 2 food vendors for our show. They will serve breakfast also.

The board voted to give Jack Vongerichten & Greg Petrovich lifetime 

membership for all the work they do year after year on our swap meet.

Next meeting we will have Jona's subs.

                                                                                        Terry Worful Secretary

01/10/2024 BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Mickey York will give the club the same advertisement deal as last year, in 

the March and April magazine.  In turn we will give him, a free spot at the 

swap meet.

Friday will be set up for the swap meet.

The sign-up sheets will be at the February meeting. We will discuss t 

shirts,  vendor window stickers for the swap,  at the meeting.

Also, if the club would like to order FMRCA window stickers.

Terry is still working on food vendors.

                                                                                      Terry Worful Secretary 

02/07/2024 Meeting Minutes



The Rotunda Times

Page 4

Here are a few pictures of Larry & 
Maureen Wolohon’s  1941 Ford 
convertible as it is today.



Page 5

The Rotunda Times

      Swap Meet Report – Lou Ironside

Two swap meets to report on this month, and neither one was like they use to be 
almost all car parts.  First the swap meet in Saginaw put on by the Script A’s Model A Club.  This 
meet was always a good source of old Ford parts, but just like the Jackson swap meet this year it 
consisted of mostly toy cars, old and new tools, and model car kits.  There were not too many car 
parts and just like Jackson, I walked away without buying anything.  That, is a rare occurrence for 
me! The second swap meet was the big Kalamazoo swap meet at the fairgrounds the following 
weekend.  Last year there were a lot of empty tables, possibly the result of poor weather.  This year 
thanks to really nice weather I only spotted one vendor space empty.  Although there were car parts 
available, they tended to be more race car and street rod oriented.  Only a couple of vendors with 
old Ford parts, and one vendor told me that his sale of Model A parts barely covered his table costs.  
Again; lots of toy cars, tools, literature and model kits.  At least at this swap meet I did carry out one 
needed Model A part to finish up a project I have been working on.  Will be interesting to see how 
the rest of the year goes swap meet wise, maybe the new trend is toys….personally I like car parts 
better.  Next month a report on the 52nd annual East Side A’s swap meet. 

From Brian Kuta
The times on this 1956 Ford Victoria are 
really the way it was.

My friend had a ’57 Ford Sunliner, the 
convertible, with the 312/245 and it ran 
around 16:80’s.

My other buddy had a ’58 Chevy 4 dr. HT 
Impala with the 283/230 and it ran around 
17:30’s
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Ford-Owned Hotel Has Outlasted the Airport 
it was Built to Serve by 90 Years

       
The Dearborn Inn was built in 1931 to meet the 
need that Henry and Edsel Ford saw for a luxury 
hotel to host travelers, pilots and other visitors 
from the Ford airport. The city of Dearborn, 
Michigan, home to Ford Motor Company’s World 
Headquarters and expansive campus, is full of 
connections to Henry Ford and the Ford Motor 
Company. 

And the famed Dearborn Inn is no exception. Henry Ford and Edsel Ford were deeply 
connected to the nascent aviation industry in the 1920s and ’30s, which led to the creation of 
one of the first U.S. hotels built specifically for air travelers

Soon after the Ford airport was opened, Henry and 
Edsel Ford saw the need for a luxury hotel to 
accommodate travelers and other visitors to the 
area. Designed by Albert Kahn and built in a 
Georgian architectural style, the hotel was modeled 
after the New England inns of that era, which the 
Fords favored. Intended to accommodate travelers 
and pilots as well as visitors to the Ford campus, 
the Dearborn Inn opened in 1931 across Oakwood 
Boulevard from the Ford airport. 

In addition to guest rooms, there was also a coffee shop, dining room facilities, ballrooms, 
beauty shops, retail spaces, and expansive gardens on the 23-acre site. The Inn was described as 
“the most perfect hotel structure of its type in America”  by hotel architects of the time.

The Dearborn Inn complex was built on 23 
acres across Oakwood Boulevard from the 
Ford airport. While the airport closed to 
commercial flights in 1933 following Ford 
Motor Company’s  departure from the 
aviation industry, the hotel continued to 
welcome guests of nearby attractions such 
as The Henry Ford Museum of American 
Innovation and Greenfield Village. 

The Inn added a touch of what guests would see at the museum: Five reproductions of notable 
Americans’  homes, including those of Patrick Henry and Edgar Allan Poe, were built in 1937 and 
arranged in a village-like setting. A larger-scale production of 18 homes had been planned, but 
the onset of World War II stalled the project. The hotel complex also includes a dormitory 
building that once housed the inn’s staff.  When the Inn opened in 1931, it contained 108 guest 
rooms, with features such as private bath and shower, full-length mirrors and radios in each 
room, all of which were the epitome of class.
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Property changes hands

Ford Motor Company would eventually donate the Dearborn Inn to the Edison Institute, the non-profit 
organization which operates 
The Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Village, in 1953 as an additional means of revenue. An expansion in 1960 
added two buildings known as the Motor House. 
The two motor lodges added another 54 rooms to the complex and provided more space for families, bridal rooms 
and special living areas.

Today, the Dearborn Inn is owned by Ford Land 
and operated by Marriott, which has been 
managing the hotel since 1989. While the hotel is 
currently closed for renovations, it remains a 
popular retreat for travelers and an in-demand 
venue for weddings and other events.

The hotel and its accompanying colonial homes were added to the National Register of Historic 

Places in 1982, and shortly thereafter the Inn underwent multi-million-dollar renovations that 

increased its capacity to 222 guest rooms and added conference-style meeting spaces. Two years 

later, Ford announced it was buying back the Inn in order to preserve the location and maintain 

its historic importance and charm. The luxury hotel underwent another multi-million-dollar 

renovation in 2007.

The Dearborn Inn has hosted countless Ford 
Motor Company events over the years, including 
this 195 press breakfast that featured long-time 
company leader Henry Ford II.

The Dearborn Inn has undergone multiple 

renovations while preserving its heritage.
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Calendar of  Events for 2024

March 10th, 2024

41st Annual All Ford Swap Meet indoors at GORNO FORD

22025 Allen Rd. Woodhaven, Mi. 48183 8:00am to 2:00pm

Admission – Browsers $5.00 Vendors $30.00 (10 x 10 swap space)

To register call John at 584-596-2105

March 17th, 2024

52nd annual East Side A's swap meet.  March 17, 2024, from 8:00 

am to 1:00 pm.  At Russ Milne Ford 24777 Hall Rd. corner of Gratiot 

Ave. Macomb, MI  information contact Bill Callahan  (586) 206-

6653   

FOR MORE EVENT INFORMATION GO TO www.fmrcoa.org click 

EVENTS.   

We will keep this page open for all upcoming events.  

If  you have any information on events, 

please send them to me at jimdem22@gmail.com. 

They will also be added to our webpage in the events section.
 

http://www.fmrcoa.org/
mailto:jimdem22@gmail.com


FOR SALE

• Lowell Reams 734-455-4156 :  1957 Ford custom 300 two-

door sedan. New 351W Ford motor sport crate motor with 

new oil pan and pick up for a 57.  Motor-mounts, starter, 

alternator and pulleys, exhaust manifolds and 600 CFM 

Holley carburetor. Rebuilt Ford AOD trans with trans mount 

and crossmember. New radiator, gas tank, door seals, new 

windshield and rear window with new gaskets. Front end 

rebuilt with all new bushings. Shocks and rod ends. New 

front disc brake kit is still installed with dual master cylinder, 

many other new parts too numerous to list. Needs 

bodywork paint and upholstery. Needs partial floor pans 

installed parts included over 11,000 invested asking 

$6500.00 or best offer.

• Greg Covey 248-568-1190 :  1970 Ford LTD four-door sedan. 

This car has 54487 original miles, white exterior with a black 

vinyl top and red interior. It has been updated with new 

water pump, all hoses and belts have been replaced. For 

pictures and more info, the car is listed with GR Auto gallery. 

Listed at $10,900.00.

• Dave Tillman – 313-580-4807
      63/4 - 2 hoods & trunk deck for Mercury Monterey
      Free to good home.

• Greg Petrovich – 734-812-0059
      5 – 21-inch Model A Wheels -$425.00 will not separate.

• Lou Ironside  (810) 798-8803  
     or louisironside@aol.com
    FREE : Set of six never used wine glasses from the  1984 
    FMRC dinner dance.
    Can deliver to the ESA's swap meet on March 17th.  
    Would hate to ship as they are fragile

The Rotunda Times

Visit our new

Facebook Group Page

CLASSIFIED ADS 

Search Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America
to post your photos and comments.

Network fellow club members and invite your friends

to share on Facebook.

Classified ads are free to all current FMRCOA members.

$20 to nonmembers to run an ad.

You can submit e-mail ads to Jerry up to the 14th

of the month to be included in the next newsletter.

Send e-mails kercrest@comcast.net

please include FMRCOA in subject

or risk deletion.

Contact Russ Roberts

313.820.5247 • rwroberts@gmail.com

on matters pertaining to

Corporate Newsletter Advertisements

The  Ford  and  Mercury  Restorers  Club  of  America,  Inc. 

newsletter, “The Rotunda Times”, its contents, Club logo, 

articles, and artwork are the property of the Ford and 

Mercury Restorers Club of America. No changes, additions, 

deletions or reproductions are permissible without  the 

written approval of the Ford and Mercury Restorers Club 

of America, Inc and its duly authorized representatives.
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200“DEARB

734-743-5808

Amsoil Lubrication Specialist
248-310-0604

313-582-5544
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FMRCOA MONTHLY

CLUB MEETING LOCATION 
Meeting Location pending during pandemic

Please check with the club to

confirm meeting location

Our monthly club meetings are held at

Livonia Senior Center
15218 Farmington Road • Livonia, MI 

Between I-96 Service Drive & 5 Mile Road

Meetings are on the first Wednesday of each

month and begins at 6:30pm with a snack.

do bring a friend!

The Rotunda Times would like to feature
your old car or truck in an upcoming issue.

We are interested in how you came about 
finding your vehicle of choice, and what you

have done to enhance its beauty, and/or

mechanical condition.

Simply email us your article 
accompanied with a photo to:

    Jim at:    jimdem22@gmail.com
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