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“While I was growing up, I always liked Ford’s 1940 models. 
I really thought that they were the prettiest ar that I had seen,” 
commented Greg Petrovich as we discussed his beautiful 1940 
Ford Tudor. “Then, when I saw a tan one at our swap meet in 1997, 
I began to think about that model again. Although I wasn’t crazy 
about the color, I thought about it and ended up buying the car 
from club member Gene Machinski,” he continued.

Besides needing some windows and an interior, everything else 
worked on the car and Greg drove it home! Indeed, Gene had 
rebuilt the engine and transmission and painted the car, and club 
member Larry Lothringer had rebuilt the two speed Columbia rear 
(a dealer installed option).

Over the next several years Greg replaced the windows and the 
under dash wiring harness. He also painted the dash and window 
moldings.  Jose’s Auto Trim in Lansing did a superb job of redoing 
the interior.

Greg drives his car at least once a week to car shows including 
the Motor Muster, cruise nights, and lunches with fellow club 
members at Three Brothers in Plymouth. The car has won many 
awards! Recently Greg participated in the UM antique car event 
This is Greg’s second antique car. His first was a 1958 Isetta that 
he purchased in 1972.

Greg, a retired Ford Livonia Millwright, has 
been married to his wife, Esther, for 36 years. 
Their children also have a bit of the car “bug”! 
His son owns a Cobra kit car and an antique 
truck, and his older daughter worked with dad 
on restoring a 1978 Ford F-150 pickup truck! 
Greg’s younger daughter is currently taking a 
welding course!

When asked about our club, Greg, who has been 
a member for almost twenty years, responded, 
“It’s the best car club. There is no other club 
that gives you the benefits that the FMRCOA 
does….the meetings, events, refreshments….”

FEATURE VEHICLE: 1940  FORD TUDOR

OWNED BY GREG PETROVICH
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Hello members!  

I hope everyone is doing well in our continued 

dealing with the Covid outbreak. This point in time we 

are still planning on having our swap meet on July 17 

at the Wayne County Fairgrounds like we have always 

done in the past. We are moving ahead with reusing 

our swap meet flyers from last year. Don Nicholson has 

graciously offered to re-stamp them with our new date 

and the flyers. This is saving us from having to stamp 

them by hand with the new date.

LOGO 
HERE your text HERE

your text HERE

2021 april2021 april

PRESIDENTS  REPORT   PRESIDENTS  REPORT   

C h e c k  o u t  F M R C O A .O R G  c l i c k  o n  E v e n ts  Pag e  f o r  C l u b  E v e n ts  / O u t i n g s

That’s it for now

Your  President,
JIM CRAWFORD

 I also have our sign-up sheets for the swap meet if 

you were interested in volunteering at the swap meet. 

Please email me and I will log you in to the location 

and time that you want to work. Until we have a in 

person club meeting this is how we will handle the 

sign-up sheets.

 Jack and Patti Vongerichten have sent out 157 flyers 

to vendors for this year‘s event. We will see how the 

return is for sign up for our event and will proceed with 

ordering T-shirts and essentials for the swap meet like 

Golf Carts and Porta potty’s. Let us hope by the time of 

our swap meet that the pandemic will be headed in the 

other direction and we can have a great event.
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“Big Red,” Ford’s experimental turbine-powered truck 
of the 1960s, was recently rediscovered.

While turbine engines are common in military tanks, helicopters and jet airliners, 
their use in production automobiles has been quite limited. Ford did however dedicate 
approximately two decades of research beginning in the 1950s to making that a possibility. 
What is perhaps the most prominent example of the company’s efforts was recently 
rediscovered, having been restored by a private owner.

Big Red, a 600-horsepower super transport prototype built in 1964, was recently located 
after more than 30 years since its last sighting. The experimental truck traveled the auto 
show circuit and even made an appearance at the World’s Fair, but it also made several 
cross-country trips to demonstrate the comparable cost of operation versus a traditional 
diesel engine. The 13-foot-tall truck – 96 feet long with its twin trailers attached – was 
built by Ford research engineers as a result of a pact with the U.S. Department of Defense 
for a joint project between the Army and Navy. It was capable of operating 24 hours per 
day with various fuel types.

A subsequent version intended for commercial application was created in 1966. Other 
Ford-built turbine engines were tested in a bus used for cross-country routes, as well as in 
a fleet used to move Ford parts between Michigan and Ohio.

Big Red came nearly a decade after Ford published three years’ worth of its research into 
the use of jet engines in automotive applications and almost 40 years after company founder 
Henry Ford and two associates developed a small turbine engine. The company shared its 
findings on turbines, burners, regenerators and compressors – the keys to adapting the 
engines for automotive use – with the Society of Automotive Engineers in 1955.

Ford-built turbine engines and vehicles offered the advantages of making less noise – 
Big Red was described as “scarcely audible to the motorist” in a promotional brochure. 
They also produced less vibration and fewer emissions, and used less oil, while providing 
high torque at lower speeds.

The high operating speed and temperature of a turbine would ultimately make the 
engines unfeasible for use in passenger vehicles. So after nearly 20 years of research, 
Ford began producing turbine-powered engines for heavy truck, bus, industrial and marine 
use in 1970, before supplier and technical issues ultimately killed hopes for a turbine-
producing venture in 1973. The company’s research on materials such as ceramics and 
high-temperature coatings, however, has proved useful in controlling emissions in the 
decades since.

Big Red, off the radar for several years, recently turned up in an undisclosed location in 
the possession of an owner who wished not to be identified. Its owner suggested the truck 
should one day reside in the Henry Ford Museum of American Innovation. 

MEET ‘BIG RED,’ FORD ’S EXPERIMENTAL 

GAS TURBINE-POWERED PROTOTYPE   

Will Rogers, who died in a 1935 plane crash in Alaska 
with bush pilot Wiley Post (from Maysville, Ok), was 
one of the greatest political country/cowboy sages 

this country has ever known.

Some of his sayings:  (Most from a Cowboy’s Perspective) 

1.   Never slap a man who’s chewing tobacco. 

2.   Never kick a cow chip on a hot day. 

3.   There are two theories to arguing with a woman.
Neither works.

4.   Never miss a good chance to shut up.

5.   Always drink upstream from the herd.

6.   If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging.

7.   The quickest way to double your money is to fold it 
and put it back into your pocket.

8.   There are three kinds of men: The ones that learn by 
reading. The few who learn by observation. The rest 
of them have to pee on the electric fence and find out 
for themselves.

9.   Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of 
that comes from bad judgment.

10.  If you’re riding’ ahead of the herd, take a look back 
every now and then to make sure it’s still there.

11.  Lettin’ the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier’n 
puttin’ it back.

12.  After eating an entire bull, a mountain lion felt so 
good he started roaring. He kept it up until a hunter 
came along and shot him.  The moral: When you’re full 
of bull, keep your mouth shut.

ABOUT GROWING OLDER...

First ~ Eventually you will reach a point when you stop 
lying about your age and start bragging about it.

Second ~ The older we get, the fewer things seem worth 
waiting in line for.

Third ~ Some people try to turn back their odometers. 
Not me; I want people to know ‘why’ I look this way. I’ve 
traveled a long way, and some of the roads weren’t paved.

Fourth ~ When you are dissatisfied and would like to go 
back to youth, think of Algebra.

Fifth ~ You know you are getting old when everything 
either dries up or leaks.

Sixth ~ I don’t know how I got over the hill without 
getting to the top.

Seventh ~ One of the many things no one tells you about 
aging is that it’s such a nice change from being young.

Eighth ~ One must wait until evening to see how splendid 
the day has been.

Ninth ~ Being young is beautiful, but being old is 
comfortable and relaxed.

Tenth~ Long ago, when men cursed and beat the ground 
with sticks, it was called witchcraft.  Today it’s called golf.
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With the swap meet season in Michigan quickly 
falling apart, a friend and I ventured 1200 miles to 
attend the annual Pate Swap Meet, in Fort Worth, 
Texas.  Texas too has been without swap meets most 
of last year, so when the Pate meet opened up for 
registrations they were overwhelmed to the point 
they had to add 1400 more spaces !  The size now 
is virtually equal to Hershey which bills itself as the 
biggest swap meet in the U.S.  As swap meets go, it 
is nice to see rust free sheet metal, even if priced a 
little higher than we are used to.  The warm weather 
and bright sun were certainly enjoyed and we had the 
van fairly well loaded for the trip home.  Due to the 

long drive I only get to the Pate meet once every five 
years or so, but if you are looking for nice rust free 
parts, it is well worth the drive.   It will be interesting 
to see what the rest of 2021 brings for Michigan swap 
meets.  The Monroe swap meet got cancelled for the 
third time in a row, Fowlerville got moved to August, 
hopefully FMRC swap meet can go on in July, and 
same with NSRA Kalamazoo in September and the 
following weekend the Model A swap meet at the 
Model A Museum in the Gilmore Museum complex.  
Let’s keep our fingers crossed that our swap meet 
season won’t be a complete washout.

This month is a postcard I purchased after my 
first ride in a Ford Tri-Motor airplane back in the 
middle 1960’s.  Back in the 60’s Island Airlines were 
operating out of Ohio on the edge of Lake Erie and 
for a few dollars you could ride out to the islands 
they serviced, and ride back in what is the equivalent 
of a flying Model A or Model T Ford.  Wicker seats, 
and as I remember the pilot joked: you take off at 60 
mph, fly at 60 mph, and land at 60 mph.  OK, it may 
have been a joke, but as I remember it pretty much 
seemed like he was correct.   I am not sure if they are 
still flying Tri-Motors, and if they are, I would bet it 
is more than a couple dollars for a ride.  BUT, if you 
ever get a chance to ride in one, do so, it is a really 
great experience, and one that you will remember for 
a long time.

postcards from the Past
by Lou Ironside

The Roving Reporter
by Lou Ironside
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Eleanor Clay Ford, wife of Edsel Ford, was the first woman 
to serve on the company’s board. She was a staunch supporter 
of her husband’s leadership of Ford Motor Company through 
its expansion into the luxury car business, tractor production, 
the transition from the Model T, the struggles of the Great 
Depression and other developments.

Following Edsel Ford’s untimely death in 1943, Eleanor 
Ford was elected to the company’s board of directors. 
According to company biographers, she later threatened 
to sell her voting stock in Ford unless Henry Ford II, her 
eldest child, was named president instead of Henry Ford’s 
lieutenant, Harry Bennett.

Edsel Ford met Eleanor Clay, niece of the founder of the 
Hudson’s department store chain, at a dance class, and the 
two quietly began courting. Outgoing and athletic, “Ellie” 
Ford is credited with helping her somewhat shy husband 
become more sociable and even better traveled. The couple 
married in 1916 and had four children, Henry Ford II, former 
president, chairman of the board and CEO of Ford; Benson, 
a former vice president of Ford; William Clay, a former vice 
president of Ford; and Josephine (Mrs. Walter Buhl Ford), 
a philanthropist who, like her parents, supported the Detroit 
Institute of Arts and also established the Josephine Ford 
Cancer Center.

The couple amassed an impressive art collection for 
themselves and for the Detroit Institute of Arts, helping to 
elevate the institute to one of the premier art museums in the 
nation. They served as patron to one of the great works of 
art, the Diego Rivera mural depicting his view of man and 
machine, painted in the 1930s at the DIA.

Eleanor Ford continued her support of the museum in the 
three decades following her husband’s death, as well as the 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra, among other institutions. She 
died Oct. 19, 1976 at age 80. Upon her death, their family 
home in Grosse Pointe Shores was transferred to a trust and 
the estate was to be used for public benefit. The Edsel and 
Eleanor Ford House opened to the public in 1978 and has 
since hosted hundreds of thousands of visitors and received 
National Historic Landmark designation.

ELEANOR CLAY FORD LEAVES LEGACY OF PHILANTHROPY

Cutline: Edsel Ford and his wife Eleanor with their four children, left to right, Henry II, Benson, Josephine and William Clay.
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The Ford Indigo concept car, inspired by Indy race cars, was 
revealed at the 1996 North American International Auto Show.

The North American International Auto Show has been the site of many 
memorable moments in Ford history. While the Detroit-based show has moved to 
a different time of year, today we’re taking a look back at the 1996 event, where 
Ford turned to its open-wheel racing heritage – which includes more than 250 
IndyCar victories and more than 200 wins in Formula One – with the reveal of the 
Indigo, an “Indy-inspired street car” concept.

The topless two-seater was equipped with an all-new 6.0-liter V-12 engine, 
development of which began prior to the Indigo project and took 18 months to 
complete. The power plant produced 435 horsepower and had an estimated zero-
to-60 mph time between 3.8 and 4.0 seconds. The engine was bolted to the chassis’ 
passenger compartment rear bulkhead and, similar to its on-track counterparts, it 
was also load-bearing.

The car also resembled open-wheel racers with its angular body panels and 
sweeping front and rear wings, while its lightweight chassis consisted of a 
specially designed central “tub” which was made of a lightweight carbon fiber-
aluminum honeycomb composite material. Indigo’s front and rear suspensions 
were also identical to the open-wheel racers.

The racing homage continued with the car’s interior, which featured a Ford-
designed electronic, Formula One-inspired instrument cluster. A premium 
stereo – complete with a mini disc changer – were positioned in the center of 
the instrument panel which accompanied a black leather and composite interior 
with indigo highlights. Scissor-style doors opened to reveal racing style seats 
with four-way racing harnesses. The car’s headlights were placed inside the door 
mirrors, while additional headlights were located in the front fenders.

“It’s the closest thing to driving a street-legal Indy car,” one Ford exec said 
at the time.  The Indigo was a collaboration with Reynard Racing, a U.K.-
based specialist supplier and winner of the 1995 CART/PPG Indy Car World 
Series Constructor’s Championship. It was completed in less than six months. 
The project was undertaken by the Ford New Projects Organization, which was 
tasked with fostering new ideas and on niche and breakthrough vehicle concepts. 
The group also assisted in developing low-cost vehicle designs and production 
processes.

FORD CREATES ’STREET LEGAL INDY CAR’ CONCEPT 

The engine was a breakthrough in development 
cost and timing, due in large part to the use of 
existing Ford engine components – the engine 
was based on the 3.0-liter Duratec V6 engine 
used in the Ford Taurus and Mercury Sable of 
the time.

A non-drive-able show car version of the 
Indigo was put up for sale by a private seller on 
Facebook in 2019, though it’s unclear if the car 
was sold. A functional model, nicknamed the 
“Go” car by the Indigo team, was also produced 
and is reportedly part of a private collection. The 
Indigo also had a short-lived career in animated 
form, as it also featured in numerous racing video 
games, including “Need for Speed II.” 



The Rotunda Times

Page 8

Henry Ford’s 1901 Sweepstakes 
racer is one of nearly 30 legendary 
Fords featured in the new Driven 
to Win: Racing in America exhibit 
inside The Henry Ford Museum of 
American Innovation.

The long-awaited Driven to 
Win: Racing in America exhibition 
inside The Henry Ford Museum of 
American Innovation opens to the 

public Saturday, March 27, and for Ford enthusiasts, it’s a chance to walk through 
history with some of the company’s most significant race cars.

The interactive, permanent exhibit covers some 24,000 square feet, features 125 
years of American racing and will have 29 race cars on display to start, including 
a who’s who of Ford racing history.

First and foremost, in the exhibition is the race car that started it all, Henry 
Ford’s 1901 Sweepstakes racer. Ford’s Oct. 10, 1901 upset win in this hand-built 
car over the greatest racer in America at the time helped him gain the financial 
backers to start what became Ford Motor Company in June 1903.

His second race car from 1902 – the famous “999” – is also featured and became 
a legend behind Mr. Ford’s first professional driver, Barney Oldfield.

For Ford fans of NASCAR stock car racing, Joey Logano’s 2018 NASCAR 
championship Fusion is on display, The Wood Brothers’ 2011 Daytona 500 
winning car (which also captured Ford’s 600th win the NASCAR Cup series). 

A recent acquisition is a 1966 Ford Galaxie driven by Wendell Scott, the first 
African American driver to win at the Cup series level.

The 2016 Ford Chip Ganassi Racing Ford GT race car, which was driven to a 24 
Hours of Le Mans GTE Pro victory, is featured in the exhibit.

Ford’s rich sports car heritage is well represented, with the Ford GT40 Mark IV 
driven to victory in the 1967 24 Hours of Le Mans by Dan Gurney and A.J. Foyt, 
the only time an all-American team of drivers has won the event.  The 2016 Ford 
Chip Ganassi Racing Ford GT race car, driven to a 24 Hours of Le Mans GTE Pro 
victory by Joey Hand, Dirk Muller and Sebastien Bourdais, has a place of honor 
in the Sports Car Performance Center, which also features a fully-clay model of 
the Ford GT production car, as well as a half-and-half production and race GT put 
together by Multimatic Motorsports.

Ford Indy car history is featured with the 1965 Lotus-Ford 38/1 race car driven 
to victory by Jim Clark at the Indianapolis 500, the first for a rear-engine car in the 
race’s history. It’s joined by a 1935 Miller-Ford Indy 500 entry that was known for 
its innovative design and front wheel drive powertrain.

In the drag racing section, a 1933 Ford-powered Willys put together by “Ohio” 
George Montgomery is prominently featured. Montgomery bought the car in 1958 
and was so successful promoters started paying him to come race, leading him to 
become one of the sport’s first full-time professional drivers by 1966.

Another new acquisition for the museum is the Ford Fiesta race car used by Ken 
Block in “Gymkhana FIVE,” the most popular of the series with more than 108 
million views on YouTube. His car is featured next to Barney Oldfield and 999 in 
an area of the exhibition called “Showmen.”

The new exhibition also features more than 225 artifacts from all forms of 
racing, has a 15-minute feature film in its own theater, six driving simulators, 
interactive pit crew experiences and a motorsport training center to show how 
current drivers train as athletes.

RACING IN AMERICA EXHIBIT AT THE HENRY FORD 

FEATURES SOME OF FORD’S MOST HISTORIC RACE CARS
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SPECIAL FALCON PROJECT DOCUMENTS SHED LIGHT ON MUSTANG’S ORIGINS  

Designers from Ford’s Advanced Product Studio submitted this clay model 
among its entries for a competition to design the “Special Falcon” that later became 
the Ford Mustang.

By the early 1960s, company leaders realized they didn’t have the right entry for 
a growing compact sports car segment led by the Chevrolet Corvair Monza. The 
Ford Falcon Futura, even with a Thunderbird-style roof, along with other specialty 
Falcon models, didn’t have the goods to compete.

Recently, a trove of early planning documents for what became the Ford Mustang 
– then known as Special Falcon – was published by the Ford archives team. This 
includes notes from a series of weekly review meetings that took place in 1962 
and 1963, along with other insightful internal memos. One particularly notable 
revelation is the fact that a revised Thunderbird concept on the Falcon chassis – 
dubbed XT-Bird – was initially considered before Special Falcon won out.

The nascent compact sports car market accounted for more than 500,000 units 
of sales in 1962, with Ford claiming just 12 percent of the segment, well below 
its overall share. Ford’s deficit accounted for “a sizable portion of our outsold 
condition,” and company leaders knew having a competitive entry in the segment 
would enable Ford to get a foothold with younger buyers.

“We believe the company needs an exciting new product of this type to stimulate 
interest in the Ford Motor Company and to restore a favorable image with the 
younger population,” Ford division vice president and general manager Lee Iacocca 
wrote in one July 1962 memo.

Competing in the compact sports car segment was so critical that Ford leaders 
were even prepared to revisit the XT-Bird concept if Special Falcon proved 
unsuccessful.

The 1966 Ford Falcon Futura is seen here. Earlier versions of the car were not 
enough to help Ford capture the significant share of the compact sports car market 
the company desired.

Another impetus for the new car was the fact that General Motors, already 
dominating the growing segment, was expected to introduce a challenger to 
Thunderbird, which had enjoyed a five-year stretch with little competition. Along 
with the arrival of Buick Riviera in 1963, GM was also expected to launch a new 
Chevrolet Corvette and Pontiac Grand Prix.

“It is proposed the company take similarly aggressive action to counter Monza,” 
another Ford executive wrote. Division leaders studied “a number of types of 
sporty cars,” including Ford’s own Fairlane and Thunderbird, and analyzed market 
conditions for alternative models. They ultimately decided an affordable new 
four-seater with “attractive and unique” styling and six- and eight-cylinder engine 
options was needed.

The Special Falcon derivative would utilize its predecessor’s 
powertrain and chassis components wherever possible. The 
interchangeability helped keep production costs low, while offering 
improvements from specialty Falcon models introduced in the years 
prior – notably ride and exhaust restrictions. Special Falcon was 
expected to have better handling and those fun-to-drive characteristics 
customers were demanding.

The new car would be the same length as Falcon, slightly narrower, 
and two inches lower. In many aspects, its dimensions were similar 
to Monza – with the exception of a much longer hood and shorter 
deck, which is now synonymous with Mustang. Combined with the 
car’s lower height and the Falcon’s width, it had a “unique, sporty 
appearance,” according to internal documents.

While Special Falcon was benchmarked closely with Falcon and 
Monza, its design would include styling unique to the Ford Division, 
such as curved side glass, body-side turn-under and slim floating 
bumpers. It was not to look “Monza-ish,” according to the July 1962 
memo, which stated, “We are not overly successful when we imitate 
GM, nor should the size and style of the vehicle increase and become 
Thunderbird-ish because of the substitution dangers.” The car was 
expected to offer a V8 engine that outperformed anything Ford or 
Chevrolet was running at the time.

Special Falcon, a name still unresolved after the more than 20 
weekly meetings recapped in the documents, was projected to sell 
150,000 units per year. Of course, it sold much better than anyone 
expected – more than 418,000 units in the first year alone. The car 
went on to sell more than 10 million units, becoming the world’s best-
selling sports car several years running.

The project followed an aggressive timeline, going from an 
approved clay model to Job One in 18 months – 2.5 months faster 
than usual – a pace enabled in part by its commonality with Falcon. 
Mustang was revealed to the public at the World’s Fair on April 17, 
1964 – a day we now celebrate as Mustang Day.
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Visit our new 
Facebook Group Page  

Search Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America 
to post your photos and comments. 

Network fellow club members and invite your friends 
to share on Facebook.

The Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America, Inc. 
newsletter, “The Rotunda Times”, its contents, Club logo, 
articles, and artwork are the property of the Ford and 
Mercury Restorers Club of America. No changes, additions, 
deletions or reproductions are permissible without  the 
written approval of the Ford and Mercury Restorers Club 
of America, Inc and its duly authorized representatives.

Classified ads are free to all current FMRCOA members.  
$20 to nonmembers to run an ad.  

You can submit e-mail ads to Jerry up to the 14th 
of the month to be included in the next newsletter.

Send e-mails kercrest@comcast.net
please include FMRCOA in subject 

or risk deletion.
Contact Bob Guetschow 

248.328.9113 • guetschowr@yahoo.com 
on matters pertaining to 

Corporate Newsletter Advertisements

The  FMRCOA  Membership  Advantage!!!!

Your Board officers and editor take extra effort to 
bring you FREE classifieds and schedule of events 

found  within  your  monthly  newsletter. Take advantage  
of  these  benefits  your  membership provides. 

Post your schedule where you can refer to it easily.  
Submit your ads at a meeting or mail to:  

FMRCOA •  P.O. Box 2938 • Dearborn, MI 48123
For  more information on becoming  a member go  to 

FMRCOA.org or write to the above address

• ADS • 
All Classified Ads and Want ads 

have been removed after 
March’s issue.  

Please contact Jerry Worful to 
continue an ad or post a new ad.

Thank You

They’re cute and look harmless but 
they are loud, incredible expensive to 

keep, and absolutly untrainable!
The other one is a kangaroo. I don’t 
know anything about kangaroos...
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ADVERTISER FAREWELL 
 

We say farewell to Van-Tel auto body 
and owner Alex T. Test.  With the passing 
of Alex, Van-Tel Auto is closing its doors.  
Alex, owner of the business since 1975, 
and his passing will leave the classic car 
hobby a large void. 
 
 

 

 

 

Editor Note: 
 
I couldn't help but notice that this has 
been the 3rd month in a row that the club 
hasn't had any new members.  Hope to 
see some new names soon. 
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  MARCH CLASSIFIEDS 

 
 Sun 400 distributor test machine circa 

1965.  Works well for distributor service 
oil. Use it as garage art. $200. 734-674-
1258. John Borovsky. 

 Generic portable 5000 watt gasoline 
generator. 120/240 volt. Brand new. 
$350.  734-674-1258. John Borovsky. 

 1954 Ford radio. Plays with speaker.  2-
1984 26" 10 speed bicycles. 

 Looking for AMX and Javelin parts and 
cars.  313-820-5241. 

 1/32 scale die cast Fords. 1924-1937 
(except 1928-1930 & 1935).  $6.00 each 
or 2 for $10.00.  Also 2-1955 T-Birds, 1964 
Galaxie Police car and 1969 Mustang 
GT Fastback.  586-759-6058 or 586-872-
3957. Tom Eriksen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 Used oil (waste oil). Bring to the 

meetings.  John Miller. 586-756-4279 
or 313-891-2640. 

 Seat track for '41 Ford 2 door sedan. 
 Looking for '69-'70 Boss 302 engine 

parts.  313-231-9292. Ehren Golicz. 
 1971 – 1973 429 CI Mustang RH 4 LH 

 

 

exhaust manifold.  517-467-2404.  
Rod Kurowski. 

 '68 Ford Galaxie/Mercury full size 390 
fan shroud. c8ae-8146-aa.  734-837-
1871. Rob Martoia. 

 5.0L or 4.6L V8 fuel injection. Must 
have all wiring and computer.  734-
674-8483. Bob Milligan. 

 
 

Continued in next column 
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Continued in next column 

“Your connection for the best connections”
For all your wiring needs including:
Stock Cars • Specialty Cars • Boats

Trailers • Racecars • Street Rods

Joe Caccia  •  Ed Viger

Downriver Motorsports Wiring, LLC

734.288.3475 
20565 Northline Rd. • Taylor, MI 48180
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This month another postcard from the late 1940’s 
early 1950’s series from Greenfield Village.  This 
series was printed on a cardstock that resembles 

The Roving Reporter: 
Hard to believe…..there are no swap meets to 
report on this month!  I did attend one meet 
which was advertised in Cruis’ News, and even 
had a ¼ page display ad.  We arrived and the 
building was vacant.  Several other people 
arrived, including one with a load of parts, but 
obviously it wasn’t going to “happen”.   The next 
day I called the number in the ad and was told 
they cancelled it because of poor vendor 
response.  At least it wasn’t a long drive.   On the 
way home we stopped at Roadside Attractions 
on M-24 south of Lapeer.  This antique shop has 

a linen texture.  These cards were sold in the gift 
shop for ten cents each or three for twenty-five 
cents….at least that is what they were going for 
when I was in elementary school.  The postcard 
shown here is a street scene in the village with 
some of the buildings in the background.  What is 
interesting is that the subject of the card is a 1908 
Buick!  You would have thought they would have 
used a Model “T” ! 
 
 
 

Postcards from the Past 
by 

Lou Ironside 

 

Late 40's early 50's - Greenfield Village  

 

 

 

many car related items along with railroad 
and other interesting stuff.  Needless to say, I 
found a few collectibles there which 
followed me home.  If you are ever in the 
area, it is a worthwhile stop.  Next month 
report on the 44th annual East Side A’s swap 
meet…and hopefully some others.   
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Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America
P.O. Box 2938
Dearborn, MI 48123


