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Feature Vehicle:

1965 Factory AFX Comet with a
FE 427 ci SOHC Motor
owned by

Dave Kunz

My first new car was a 1965 Comet Cyclone I ordered
new in 1964. That got started on my Love for 64/65 Comets.
I got another 65 Comet Cyclone in 1982, after that I thought
about what I really wanted was a Factory 64/65 AFX or
BFX Comet. I put a add in the Super Ford Magazine and I
received several phone calls so I brought both a 65 Comet
AFX and a Comet BFX, site unseen. Car guys said I was
crazy for not looking at them first. I didn’t have much choice
with the rarity of that type car with only 6 factory 65 AFX
Comets with 427 FE’s and 4 with SOHC 427’s.
I repainted the cars back to when Arnie Beswick raced
them in 65 and raced the 65 AFX Comet in the mid 80’s at
nostalgia racing events.
This is a DESCRIPTION of the factory 65 AFX Comet
Cyclone today.

April 2014

While Arnie Beswick has a well-deserved
reputation as a lifelong Pontiac stalwart, for
a brief moment in time he raced as a member
of the Mercury contingent, advancing that
Division’s ambitions in the fledgling factorybacked AFX clashes. The 1965 AFX Comet
Lightweight offered here is documented as
Beswick’s ride during that period, which
lasted just five months, from February to June
of 1965. Finished in correct Polar White with
an original AFX Red interior, it retains all the
original factory fiberglass pieces. Also original
to this fascinating machine are its Plexiglass
windows, roll bar, racing seats, Stewart Warner
gauges and tach, Aluminum bell housing,
Hurst Competition Plus shifter and dash blockoff plates.
Central to this car and its stable mates was
Ford’s revolutionary 427 CI single overhead
cam (SOHC) engine. With Hilborn injection,
a Vertex magneto and 2 1/8 inch exhaust, it
churns out 750 horsepower through a Ford Top
Loader 4-speed to a 9-inch rear end. Following
the altered wheelbase formula adopted early in
the AFX era, the Comet’s wheelbase was both
shortened and moved forward for better weight
transfer, and the front suspension replaced with
a straight tube axle. The Comet rolls on a wellpreserved set of 1965 M&H AFX12 slicks,
and the original 15-inch Cragar SS wheels still
carry the “Cyclone” center caps that replaced
the “Cragar S/S” pieces. This car has never
been tubbed in the rear and has never been rebodied.
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Attention All Members
When you hear of a member/spouse’s death, please get all
the information such as the funeral home and address,
viewing times and dates, and the service time and date.
Then contact one of the following people:
Jim Crawford
313.724.9117 or jcrawfo1@myway.com
Bob Guetschow
248.328.9113 or rguetschow@comcast.net
Beth Marschner
248.231.4892 or emarschner@twmi.rr.com
These folks will ensure that the
membership at large knows of the death.
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It’s SPRING!

The plans for the swap meet are
progressing. Rodger is finalizing the field layout
which will help with a flow through out all the
vendors. Jim Crawford will prepare a hand out of
the field to pass out to attendees. It will have a map
on one side and vendors on the other. Stan has the
sign–up sheets out please select the job and time,
let’s fill all the jobs. We are working hard for a
successful swap meet and we need all members to
take part. Now that spring is here cars will coming
out and cruses will begin. Pick-up the flyers and pass
them out it is a very important part of our overall
advertising.
The Pinto Car Club of America (fordpinto.com)
will be joining the Car Show and at this point they
will arriving with 30 plus attendees. Terry Worful
is helping them with plans for a Saturday Michigan
cruse. They “Stampede” for the Wounded Warriors
Project and FMRCOA is providing space for them
to sell raffle tickets for their fund raiser. They are
giving a Henry 22cal Rifle this year which will be on
display at their raffle booth.
The 2014 club shirts are on sale $10.00 for M thru
XL and $12.00 for XXL thru XXXL shirts. The
shirts were well received at the April meeting. The
2014 workers shirts were displayed at the meeting
and the members really liked them. All workers will
receive one at the Swap Meet showing us a member
of the FMRCO. When you sign-up for your spot
don’t forget to put your shirt size.
The April meeting had good attendance and member
involvement. As a club we are interested in our cars
and we had plenty of time in the meeting for Car
Talk. Members talked about cars they bought, and
had questions about eservices they need. When any

member needs help the membership is a real source of
quality advice about where to locate parts, assembly,
painting or service they need.
Hank announced a Club Cruse for June. A cruse
through Irish Hills to Charlie Rivers new place.
There will be a cook out and more details will be
announced soon. Hank, Larry and Wally are busy
planning and working out details for club activities.
Hank is working hard to back up “let’s put FUN into
the Club”. Let’s all of us participate in these activities
to make them successful and the hard work they are
doing really pay off for the Club. Plans are in the
works for May 17th Varsity Ford Cruse. We are doing
things to make the show special for the members.
Have a good Month see you in May!
Tim

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Tim Cleary
Matthews, NC • (704) 845-7510

Ed Suchorski
Muskego, WI • (262) 895-6128
servantofthelord9-13-09@hotmail.com
1937 Lincoln-Zephyr
1942 Mercury Convertible
1948 Mercury Station Wagon
1949 Mercury Convertible
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YOUR CAR!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old car
or truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested in how
you came about finding your vehicle of choice, and what
you have done to enhance its beauty, and/or mechanical
condition. Simply mail or email us your
article accompanied with a photo to:

Club Meeting
June 4th

Tim Pusilo
313.278.1325
dean35aw@gmail.com

US12 Club Cruise
June 7th

Our monthly club meetings are held at St Mary's Cultural
Center at 18100 Merriman Rd in Livonia between 6 and 7
Mile Roads. This is the beautiful facility where we have
had the last several dinner dances. Moreover, it has an
extremely large parking lot enabling club cars to be easily
parked together (and the food is great).
Meetings are on the first Wednesday of each month and
begin at 6:30pm with a snack. And do bring a friend!

The FMRCOA Membership Advantage!!!!

Your Board officers and editor take extra effort to

bring you FREE classifieds and schedule of events
found within your monthly newsletter.
Take
advantage of these benefits your membership
provides. Post your schedule where you can refer
to it easily. Submit your ads at a meeting or mail
to Beth Marschner, our ad editor. For more
information on becoming a member go to
FMRCOA.org or write to :

The Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America,
Inc. newsletter, "The Rotunda Times", its contents,
Club logo, articles, and artwork are the property of
the Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America.
No changes, additions, deletions or reproductions
are permissible without the written approval of the
Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America, Inc
and its duly authorized representatives.

FMRCOA Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938
Dearborn, MI 48123
Dues are $25 before and $30 after December 31st.

Please mail your dues in or pay at a meeting!
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FMRCOA MEETING MINTUES

FMRCOA MEETING MINTUES

March 27, 2014

April 2, 2014

• All Board Members Present, guest Roger Hodyka.
• Swap Meet Schedule sign-up sheet to pass out Dearborn 201
Flyers was reviewed.
• Director Jim is looking into getting Convertible Vendors to set up
at our Car Show.
• Director Bob will temporarily assume Membership Secretary
duties to more effectively deal with non renewals until September.
Terry Worful will focus on the Car Show as Chairwoman and
resume Membership Secretary duties in September.
• Director Larry will have details/flyers for the Motor City
Solutions/Vicary tour at the April Club Meeting.
• Dearborn 2014 Swap Meet issues were discussed. Items included
tents, golf carts, window stickers, trash pickup, cleanup crew, and
overnight Vendor camping {bathroom and electricity}.
• Roger Hodyka brought a map detailing grounds
layout. These improvements building on last years
show will enhance spectator and vendor experiences.
More signage and possibly a restroom banner too.
• VP Hank introduced a June 7th Car Club Spring Cruise to the
Irish Hills area. The particulars of the tour will be announced at
the April Club Meeting. Board approved a nominal $ 5 member
and $ 7 nonmember charge for donuts/coffee at start of cruise and
a barbecue meal { hamburgers/hot dogs/potato salad} at Charlie
Rivers. Then onto R&A Engineering for second stop. Ideas for
and participation in club events tours are always encouraged.
• Director Jim is updating our events photos up on our website:
Dinner Dance, Stahl tour, and Autorama.
• Newsletter Editor needed as we are now paying Printer Karen for
this service.
• Dearborn 2014 t shirts will be for sale at Club’s April Meeting.
• Board Vote Summary : 1. Approve charging for June 7th cruise
{6-0} 2. Approve Barbecue at June 7th cruise {6-0}.

• Attendance was 54 Members and 6 Board Members plus 1 Guest for
a total of 61 present. After the Pledge of Allegiance, President Tim
showed off the Dearborn 2014 Swap Meet T-shirts to the Club.
• The Guest, Howard Liverance of Southgate was introduced. A retired
Ford Engineer worked in Product Development as well as designing
and testing braking systems; Howard has a 1975 Lincoln Continental
Town Coupe.
• Pres. Tim announced Director Bob G. will temporarily take over as
Membership Secretary until September. Terri Worful will focus on
our Dearborn 2014 Car Show and resume duties as Membership
Secretary in September.
• Next, Pres. Tim asked the membership permission to allow Wounded
Warriors to set up a Fund Raising table at our Swap Meet. The
Display will include a Rifle as a raffle giveaway. A hand vote was
taken approving the Wound Warriors Charity request.
• Treasurer Stan gave the Treasurer’s Report followed by the Secretary
Mark reading the March Meeting Minutes. Director Larry and VP
Hank reviewed the Stahl Tour and highlighted the upcoming events.
Motor City Solutions and Bill Vicary Museum on April 12th. Varsity
Ford Car Show May 17th where the Club will give out Trophies.
Please make an effort to support our Club’s major sponsor Varsity
Ford. The Website is updated and current.
• Dearborn 2014 Swap Meet flyers were available at the meeting
for members to take and pass out. Roger Hodyka spoke of the
new Swap Meet field layout. Terri Worful asked that members
pre-register cars for our 2014 Car Show to help things run more
smoothly day of show. Pres. Tim took a moment to thank last month
Guest Speaker Gene Dickinson for his presentation. Anyone with an
idea for future Guest Speakers please contacts Pres. Tim. VP Hank
announced a Club Car Cruise on June 7th starting at US-12 and I-23
going out to Charlie Rivers Barns. Bill Timoszyk proposed that
FMRCOA members join up at Henry Ford Greenfield Village Motor
Muster time to be announced.
• Car Talk topics included radiator shops, rust inhibitors, as well as
3 cars bought including a 79 Cougar XR7, 88 Turbo Coupe, and a
70 T-bird Landua with a 429. The K of C needs up to 12 cars for
Dearborn Parade on May 26th. See Mr. Orloff if interested.
• Bob Milligan told us about a new build a 1965 Fairlane Thunderbolt
that DST Ind. is building. It will be sold at Barrett Jackson’s 2015
Auction. Jerry Worful did some polishing on the car which can be
seen on Facebook.com/DST Industry and will be featured shortly in
our newsletter.
• Send Feature Car articles for the Newsletter articles to Pres. Tim.
Share your stories.
• Show and Tell was a 1941 Radiator Splash Shield resurrection for
Dir. Larry’s wrecked 41. The Ford and Mercury front ends differ
making the part hard to find.
• $109 50/50 8:55 adjourn.
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FMRC PLANS “MEET-UP” OUTING
AT GREENFIELD VILLAGE

MOTOR MUSTER ON JUNE 14TH

The annual GFV Motor Muster will be held Sat
June 14 , and Sun June 15th.
We are calling this a club “meet up “because it will
be a social gathering of club members, both those
participating with their 1933 thru 1975 vehicle, and
those that come as pedestrians.
At the April meeting a discussion was held about
which day was “best” , taking into consideration that
Sunday is Father’s Day, Eyes on Design Car Show,
etc.,. A vote was taken, and Saturday was easily the
winner. A discussion was held about meeting up over
lunch ( or even dinner as GFV is open till 9pm that
day), and should it be picnic style or dine at one of
the eatery’s there. Those decisions will be made at the
May and/or June meetings.
If you are unfamiliar with this show, you may
find this helpful; The cars, then trucks, are staged
basically in the order of there year of manufacture,
in different layout areas. Approx. 800 cars, bicycles,
motorcycles, scooters, trucks, and other vehicles will
be displayed. This precludes FMRC club cars parked
in one common area. So.... when we get a better
handle on who, how many, and what years there cars
are, we can make a better decision where & when to
meet-up.
This function will be “self-contained”, meaning
that; We cannot bring in a food vendor, so we the
participants, will bring with us whatever items we
feel necessary; food, lawn chairs, beverages etc.
There is a lot to pack in the day. Last year I attended
one of “Simply Gershwin” 30 minute shows, it was
great. This year in addition to Gershwin they have a
10 minute “Cole Porter Medley” , also at the Town
Hall.
They have the full itinerary on the <the henry
ford.com> web site, well worth looking at.
We are hoping to have photo copies of the events/
itinerary at our next meeting. We welcome your
input. Bill Timoszyk
Page 6

The Rotunda Times

Postcards from the Past
by

Lou Ironside

Since this is the 50th anniversary of
the introduction of the Ford Mustang,
it is only appropriate that I show the
Ford Pavilion from the 1964 Worlds
Fair in New York. In this pavilion
was the automobile ride through the:
past, present, and future. Some of the
lucky people got to ride in the new Ford
Mustang, while others had to be satisfied
with some other Ford vehicle. The newspapers were filled with photos of famous people on the ride, most in the
new Mustang. One I vividly remember was the comic Buddy Hacket with a weird surprised look on his face.
How can it be fifty years ago? It seems like yesterday!

The Roving Reporter:

Two swap meets to report on this month, one

On April 13th, the 39th annual Monroe swap meet

of the last indoor meets of the spring, and one of the

at the Monroe Fairgrounds was blessed with sun, but

first outdoor meets of the season.

lots of wind. This meet which was previously run by
the Chevrolet Club, was sold to a “privateer” several

On March 23rd, the East Side A’s car club held

years ago. Nick and Sue Avina run several swap

their 44th annual swap meet in Macomb, MI. This

meets in the Michigan and Ohio area, and have really

meet is one of the last “smaller” local meets that has

put forth a lot of effort to improve the meet.

survived, and actually has grown over the past several

year they added more vendor spaces and obviously

years. This year they sold over 140 tables, and with

spectators were pleased with the results as the crowd

near perfect weather, lots of spectators came out to

was huge up until the 1:00 pm timeframe. Although

enjoy the meet. Sales were brisk, and most vendors

traditionally a little heavy in the G.M. parts, there is

reported better sales than previous years. I spotted

still a good selection of FoMoCo parts to be found.

several FMRC members and everyone seemed to be

Again, I spotted several FMRC members as either

This

vendors or spectators, including two individuals

having a great time.

passing out flyers for our meet in July. Good job
fellows !!
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A Thought...BK

I left for a race early Friday so I could go to the

Many automakers have given their automatic
transmissions distinctive brand names.

Gilmore Museum, since the museum is not too far

Now can you match each transmission with
the manufacturers that coined the term?

out of the way going to U. S. 131 Motorsports Park
near Martin, MI. I don’t get flabbergasted easily, as
none of us do at our age, but I was astonished at the
Gilmore Museum. I could not believe the size of the

1.) Powerglide

A.) Ford

2.) Torque-Flite

B.) Porsche

3.) Cruise –O-Matic

C.) Rambler

4.) Tiptronic S

D.) Chrysler

5.) Flash –O-Matic

E.) Chevrolet

Answers: 1: E. / 2: D. / 3: A. / 4: B. / 5: C

place, the fair prices for entry, the cleanliness of the
grounds, buildings and cars. Even more unbelievably,
they are in progress of building new buildings to
house more motor vehicles. I know articles have
been written in the Rotunda Times, and many have
told good stories about the place, but really, no joke,
if you have not been there you really have to make
the trip to see this wonderful establishment. The
parking is more than adequate, they have food and
drinks on the grounds, and a souvenir shop to visit
on your way out. Being a senior it cost me $11.00
($12.00 normal price), and I could spend a whole
weekend there not worrying about spending $11.00
two days in a row. I’ve certainly spent more $$$’s on
dumber things, like going to a movie theatre to see
some lousy movie that I got talked into so, put this
on your bucket list of things to do and just do it! Oh,
they are open all year round, so now you have no
excuses to not go.
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Brian’s Mini-Tip

Rock On!!!

I live in a rural area, and today a fella that was

Match Car with TV Show:

feverishly rocking his car trying to get out of the situation
he carelessly got himself into, came up to my door for
help. It seems he blew his transmission by slam bangin’
it from Reverse to Drive in his attempt to free his car
from the drift near the ditch on our road. Because of
what happened, a very costly mistake on the part of the
operator of said vehicle, I thought I would quickly write
about the correct way to ‘rock’ a car. Before I do, just
think and imagine the force placed upon a transmission
by jamming it between Reverse and Low with your foot
on the gas. When those wheels and tires are spinning
there is a lot of weight multiplied by the speed of the
wheels/tires assembly, then you reverse the rotation in a
split second. I hope you really think about that before
we continue this tip.

#1. 1930 Model A

a. Dukes of Hazard

#2. 1969 Charger

b. Sanford and Son

#3. 1951 Ford F-1 c. Nanny and the Professor

Answers: #1-c #2-a #3-b

Brian’s Mini-Tip

If your vehicle has a manual transmission, usually
trying to get the vehicle to rock by going back and forth
between Reverse and First works best. Since most of us
have automatic transmissions in our vehicles, we really
need to talk about how to avoid a very costly mistake.
No, Never, Not Ever should you keep your foot on the
gas pedal while shifting between Reverse and Low.
The correct way to rock an automatic transmission is to
put it in Low, or second if you feel more comfortable
having a ‘softer’ pedal, then attempt getting the vehicle
to rock by giving it gas, no gas, gas, no gas. gas, no
gas etc. If that is not working and you now have
tracks now to back up into, stop the vehicle and let it
go to idle, then put it in Reverse and gas it, no gas, gas,
no gas, gas, no gas etc. Never shift gears while the
engine is above idle to avoid the very costly mistake of
needlessly having your transmission rebuilt. I know
the huge majority of our club members have towing
on their insurance, so call them for help if the vehicle
does not readily come out of the situation you are in.
Even if you don’t have towing on your insurance, it’s a
hellova lot cheaper to pay for a tow than to replace that
transmission. Lastly, let me ask you when was the last
time you had your transmission serviced according to
your owner’s manual?

Inverters

Just thought I would take a minute to talk about
inverters, mainly because I’ve seen them in use at
Cruise-Ins to attempt keeping electric coolers cool, or
boomboxes and the like. When converting 12 volts to
120 volts, it requires 10 amps at 12 volts DC to produce
1 amp at 120 volts AC, not to mention the parasitic
loss in this process. To determine approximately how
many watts you’ll need, look at the tag on the appliance
that list the power rating. If it’s in amps, multiply the
voltage by amps to calculate watts. Most alternators
have a hard time keeping up with that much draw, as
they are really designed to power loads and have some
extra output for battery charging. A 100 amp 12 volt
DC alternator only puts out a nominal 1,200 watts, and
remember that inverters also must be sized so that you
don’t use their full maximum continuous rating.

Page 9

The Rotunda Times
APRIL SHOW AND TELL
Saturday April 12, 2014:

Motor City Solutions hosted FMRCOA at our
first stop of the day. They opened with a presentation
of their history since there beginning and their
services to the restoration and racing community.
They shared with us their metal working abilities
in both restoration and fabricating. Motor City is
also creating products for the racing world. They are
creating light weight components for Mustangs (Fox
Platform) out of various composites. They showed
us two doors one a stripped out sheet metal door and
a Motor Cities composite. The sheet metal door took
two hands and a lot of effort while the composite
took one hand and a minimum of effort to lift and
hold.
They informed us about their new paint booth
and the capabilities and edge that it gives them when
painting your pride and joy.
The crew of Motor Cities then opened their shop
to us to walk around and look at all the projects that
are being worked on and finished. There were many
cars and tractors in different stages of completion,
but this was one of the features of their service.
They will do a full, complete restoration or provide
the restorer will just what they need to move through
the restoration. Example: sheet metal restoration,
or replacement, or finishing. They will paint an
entire car or just a panel and they have the ability
and process to match new paint to existing paint.
They had a vehicle in restoration, that Jerry Worful
is doing the metal finishing for the customer?
We were allowed to walk around and view all the
projects and the staff was available to answer any
questions that we may have had. Lunch arrived and
our members and the staff of Motor Cities sat down
for an enjoyable lunch. Great event, thanks Hank!
The day was not over and we all went over to the
Vicary museum in Allen Park. What a collection
of Ford memorabilia.
The collection included
Ford Motor Company from start to present, from
Manufacturing to Ford’s Great Lakes Shipping.

There were corporate collectables as well as family
items to view.
We were allowed to just look around for a while
and then Mr. Vicary gave us a tour through the all the
collectables he had amassed over the years. Great
event, thanks Larry.
Two different places but they fit together for an
interesting day.
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2014 Lincoln MKC

2014 Lincoln MKZ Hybrid

248-305-5300
Novi/Wixom
varsityag.com

734-996-2300
Ann Arbor
varsityautos.com

2014 Edge
2014 F-150

2014 Fusion

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS | 800.837.5682
Buy a new vehicle from Varsity and get it serviced at either location!
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CLASSIFIED
FOR SALE
• Harry McAulife 313-534-5974 Flathead Speed Partsintakes & heads for 32 Ford Tudor, Misc. 32 Parts.
• Steve Thomas 734-309-3992 1959 Mercury 2-Door
HT- Stored inside since 1967- rusty- condition unknown
$1,000. 1975 F150 Short Bed P/U – Florida Truck not
perfect $4,000 or Trade for Model T.
• Hank Dawson 810-231-3184 1955 Rear Bumper $45.
1955 Taillight Chrome Housing $40. 1954-6 Chrome
Button Radio $150. Y-block Oil Pump $40.
• Roger Hodyka 517-282-4738 70 Torino 4-speed Big In
and Out code RUG-AU will trade for Mustang 4-speed.
1995 Mercury Grand Marque with 79,000, Absolutely
Perfect $3,000.
• Bill Timoszyk 734 -421-2076 1932 Ford Roadster.
Unfinished. Downs Body & Chassis, 350 Crate V-8,
Auto, 9 inch. 60% finished, nice work, 95% of parts
there. My friends estate, money to be saved. Good 32
title.
• John Borovsky 734-674-1258 1945 Evinrude 5 1/2
Horsepower Outboard Motor Clean and Complete $100

WANTED
• Rob Kurowski 517-467-2404
1971 Mustang 429 Exhaust Manifolds
• Brian Kuta 734-753-3788 mbhouse@charter.net
351 Cleveland Block.
• Bob Milligan 734-674-8483
427 Hi-Riser FE Intake @ Cylinder Heads 1965 Falcon
2-door 4-speed.
• Russ Roberts 313-820-5247
Wanted AMX/ Javelin/Rambler Parts
• Roger Hodyka 517-282-4738
1967 Mustang and Shelby Parts: Seats,4-speed,etc.
• Brian @ 734-753-3788 or mbhouse@charter.net
1969 Cougar hood
• Brian @ 734-753-3788 or mbhouse@charter.net
A ride in a rumble seat this summer.
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Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America
P.O. Box 2938
Dearborn, MI 48123
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