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In the mid thirties a new car was 

developed for the European market and 

it had a V 8 engine that was the first 

production V8 built in that part of the 

world.  A Frenchman, Emile Mathis, 

needed a partner with capital and Henry 

Ford wanted to expand, so a car called 

the Matford was born.  Along with it came 

a new engine called the"ALSACE" engine.  

This engine had 136 cu. in. compared to 

the standard Ford V8 with 221 cu. in. 

which made some sense in the European 

market.  
 
In many countries the import tax had 

been raised during the Great Depression, 

but they went further by imposing a higher 

licensing tax.  This was known by names 

such as "Treasury Tax", horsepower tax and 

R.A.C tax;  and it had nothing to do with 

the actual brake horsepower as 

determined on a dynamometer.  
 
The formula was based primarily on the 

cylinder bore diameter (not the length of 

the stroke) and the number of cylinders 

Ford V8 60 Origins  
by  

Bob Topping  

M y wife Laura has purchased a 1959 Ford Fairlane 2 -

door sedan.  The cars body and interior were originally 

restored in 1983. Black paint with grey interior. In 1988, 

the motor and transmission were rebuilt. The motor 

and transmission are original numbers ma tching to the 

car. They have approximately 24,000 miles on the 

drive train since rebuild. The motor is a 292  V8 with 

automatic transmission. The car is all manual steering 

and brakes. With the only option being a radio.  
 
Laura purchased this Fairlane from a family friends 

estate. The last owner passed away from cancer and 

only had the car for a few months. For the past 4 

years the car stayed under blankets in the garage. I 

knew where it was but never told anyone. I was 

hoping to get the funds to buy it  for myself. But I have 

another issue I need to find a car that my wife family 

and I could enjoy together. Without them, this car 

would just sit and not be used like so many other 

projects I have tried before. I have Ushers syndrome 2.  

I am legally blind and deaf. I do hear and see. LOL. 

More on that later. Anyhow, Laura says she likes the 

car and everybody who sees it likes it too. It will be an 

honor to join the FMRCA.  

 

 

 

Continued on Page 6 

Feature Vehicle : 

1959 Ford Fairlane  
owned by  

Jerry Murphy  

 

1959 Ford Fairlane  

 

Comparison of Cylinder Heads  
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Now that the weather has warmed up, the car 

cruises are also heating up.  It is time for you guys to hit 

those cruises full blast and get the flyers in as many 

hands as you can.  I hate to beat the drum, but we 

must work as hard as we can to maintain our money 

tree.  I had to order some more flyers because I was 

fresh out.  I have never had to reorder before, so I 

hope that means that the flyers are being distributed 

as they should.  I will have plenty at the nex t meeting , 

so please take all you need.  Call me if you canõt get 

to the next meeting and I will make sure you get flyers.  
 
We still need volunteers for the swap meet work roster.  

Please come forward and sign up at the next meeting 

or call Tim Pusillo (313-278-1325) and join up.  
 
Just some final closure on the Novi Auction in April.  

Tom Davis from Classic Car Auto Auction sent me the 

promised donation the other day.  The auction 

company is tentatively looking to do it again next 

year and will get in touch  with us.  
 
We had our garage crawl to Van -Tele Auto and Bob 

Fryz car collection on May 20 th  and we had a turnout 

of about 50 plus club members and friends that 

participated.  Alex Test of Van -Tele gave us a tour of 

their restoration facility and classics and we were well 

fed and refreshed. Then we toured over to Bob Fryzõs 

collection for a look -see there. We thank the Testõs 

and Bob Fryzõs for having us.  There will more on this at 

meeting.  
 
On M ay 28 th , about six of our members brought their 

cars and participated in the Dearborn Memorial Day 

Parade at the behest of the K of C Hall.  The guys and  

their wives were treated to coffee and donuts before 

the parade and a nice lunch afterward.  Al Orloff 

reports to me that it was about 95 degrees making the 

heat up problems that much worse.  Charlie from the 

K of C thanks us for participating with them.  Thanks to 

Al Orloff for coordinating the event.  
 
I stopped by and saw Roger Hodyka to give him some 

flyers so he could get then distributed to a car show in 

Charlotte.  Roger, as some of know, has had a cat 

rescue shelter for many years.  I always wanted to see 

his facility and this was an opportunity Anna, my 

partner, has also wanted to see.  Well we were rather 

 

surprised to see all the animals that Roger has 

rescued.  At last count there were 150 cats, 7 

horses, 2 sheep, 1 goat, 1 donkey and 5 dogs.  A 

friend of Rogerõs also has about 250 more cats in 

another building.  I really have to give Roger 

credit for all he does with these animals.  My hat is 

off to him and I admire him for his passion and for 

all he does.  
 
We recently had a board meeting and appr oved 

the promised bus trip to the Gilmore Museumõs 

Red Barn Spectacular on August 4 th .  We have 

designated this trip as a reward for the members 

that do the clubõs work.  If you want to come on 

this tour, I recommend you volunteer to do some 

work for the c lub.  We will discuss this at the next 

meeting in more detail.  
 
We are trying to do another event toward the 

end of the month.  So stay tuned.  See you at the 

meeting for the mini swap meet.  Bring out your 

unwanted parts.  

 

Til next time,  

Bob Guetschow  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

The Rotunda Times would like to feature your 

old car or truck in an upcoming issue.  We are 

interested in  how you came about finding 

your vehicle of choice, and what you have 

done to enhance its beauty, and/or 

mechanical condition.  Simply mail or email us 

your article accompanied with a photo to:  

 

Beth Marschner  

emarschner@twmi.rr.com  

ROTUNDA TIMES 

17445 Norborne  

Redford, MI  48240  

248.231.4892 

 

Our monthly club meetings are held at St Mary's Cultural 

Center at 18100 Merriman Rd  in Livonia between 6 and 7 

Mile Roads.  This is the beautiful facilit y where we have 

had the last several dinne r dances.  Moreover, it has an 

extremely large parking lot enabling club ca rs to be ea sily 

parked tog ether (and the food is great).  

 

Meetings are on the first Wednesday of each month and 

begin at 6:30pm with a snack.   And do bring a friend!  

The Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America, 

Inc. newsletter, "The Rotunda Times", its contents, 

Club logo, articles, and artwork are the property of 

the Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America.  

No changes, additions, deletions or reproductions 

are permissible without  the written approv al of the 

Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America, Inc 

and its duly authorized representatives.  

June 6 th     Club meeting  

(Mini Swap Meet)  

The FMRCOA Membership Advantage!!!!  

Your Board officers and editor take extra effort to 

bring you FREE classifieds and schedule of events 

found within your monthly newsletter.  Take 

advantage of these benefits your membership 

pro vide s.  Post your schedule where you can refer 

to it easily.  Submit your ads at a meeting or mail 

to Beth Marsch ner, our ad editor.  For more 

information on becoming a member go to 

FMRCOA.org o r write to :  
 

FMRCOA Memb ership Sec retary  

P.O. Box 2938 

Dearbor n, MI  48123 
 

Dues are $25 before  and $30 after December 31 st. 
 
Please mail your dues in or pay at a meeting!  

 

 

June 9 th  

11am ð 2pm  
 

Hines Park Ford 
All Ford Car Show  

 
Food, Live Entertainment,  

Fun for the whole family!  

 

 

 
 

July 4th     Club meeting  
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Hank Dawson congratulated Steve Rohde who recently 
received his 5

th
 Golden Quill award for 2011 for his work on 

the Rotunda Times.  
 
Swap meets and cruises are starting very soon.  Get out to 
those events and pass out our flyers. Be sure to talk to 
everyone, don't just drop them off.  We need the exposure 
especially in the West and Downriver areas. 
 
Tim is still trying to fill the work roster.  We depend on you 
guys and there are still lots of choices available.  Start filling 
those slots. 
 
Old business included feedback on the Novi auction.  We 
had a good representation and our club members worked 
hard.  Thanks to Jim Crawford and Wally Wigand for 
arranging this event.  The event wouldn't have happened 
without our help.  Thanks also goes to those who stayed 
over longer than their shift to help out. 
 
Al Orloff reports on his upcoming Memorial Day parade 
event.  Has some slots available.  If interested, sign up and 
Al will contact you prior to the event. 
 
Open house at Van-Tel auto body.  They are a new 
advertiser.  Alex will be our host.  We hope to see Bob 
Fryz's collection.  Alex to provide refreshments.  RSVP to 
Jim Crawford for this May 20

th
 event. 

 
Hank welcomed Paul Coleman back to the meetings as he 
has been ill.  No updates on Cole however Bob Haas reports 
that Cole had to be fitted with a new cast.  Bob and some 
other members tried visiting him recently but Cole was not 
up to visitors. 
 
No plans at this time to visit the Wilson Barn show at this 
time. If someone wants to try and organize this June 10

th
 

event may do so. 
 
The evening ending with a little bit of car talk, show and 
tell, and the 50/50 raffle. 

 

  May  2012 

FMRCOA MEETING MINTUES 
May 2, 2012  

Bob started the meeting at 7:40pm and the members recited 

the pledge.  No guests or new members were in attendance.  
Although no new members were present to receive their name 
badges,  Don McCredie received his 40 year name badge! 
 
The April newsletter was sent out prior to the meeting so the 

 

80 members at the May  meeting  

he felt it was time for a change with a new board and new 
editor and made the decision to have it changed.  Additionally, it 
was noted that the previous editor, Steve Rohde had changed 
the volume when he took over as editor.  The minutes were 
approved as typed with 1 objection by Bob Haas. 
 
Dale bought a new projector for the club and during the 
meeting had a slideshow presentation of the recent auction at 
Novi Classic Car Auction.  5ŀƭŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
was accepted as read with 1 objection by. Copies of the 
ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ the membership meetings. 
 
Jim reports that the website is back up online.  He was having 
trouble with his computer.  He had added both March & April 
newsletters to the website.  A suggestion was made to set up a 
chat room such as a forum on the website.  This idea will be 
reviewed. 
 
Terry Worful reports that there are 326 members including 1 
membership she received in the mail. 
 
The newsletter mailing issue appears to have been corrected.   

 

meeting minutes were not 
read.  A correction to the 
April minutes was noted by 
Bob Haas.  During the April 
meeting, Bob questioned why 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΩǎ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
issue number had changed.  
Bob felt that by changing it,  
ǿŜ ƭƻǎǘ άƘƛǎǘƻǊȅέΦ  tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ 
Bob Guetschow replied that 

 

Don McCredie  gets his 40 

year  milestone badge  
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with a few other tricks added.  This certainly 

worked against Ford's products.  Today we 

might call this protectionism.  The Alsace motor 

helped with this problem, but what the French 

government really want ed was a car built by 

Frenchman using French materials. Although 

the original content contains some U.S. made 

engines, in time it became a domestic 

product. (Even the English liked it and called it 

the Model 62).  
 
The Matford Company had its share of star tup 

problems which included some personality 

problems  between Mathis and Ford (both 

were automotive pioneers) but by December 

1935 they sold 6709 units which wasn't bad at 

the time.  
 
Ford U.S. continued making the small V8 even 

after France was up and run ning, and these 

were stockpiled for use in the 1937 thru 1940 

cars and commercials.  Since Ford didn't offer 

a six cylinder engine at that time it had some 

market appeal.   
 
Today we know that these little engines ended 

up in oval track racers, dry lakes m achines and 

hydroplanes.  Who would have guessed!  

 

By Bob Topping  

 

Ford V8 60 Origins ,  
Continued from page 1 

FEATURED NEW ADVERTISER 
 

We welcome Sue Sharkas, daughter 

of fellow club member Gary Sharkas, 

as our new advertiser.  Sue has been 

a new car sales person at Blackwell 

Ford for over 17 yrs. If you're in the 

market for a new car give her a call.  
 

 

 

STARS AND THEIR CARS 

Joan Crawford with her 1929 Ford Town Car  

 

Rita Hayworth  with  her  1941 Lincoln  Continental  
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For Sale 
1953 Mercury Deluxe Hardtop  

(see page 11 for details)  

Welcome New Members  

 

Mike Mead (Jane)  

Gaylord, MI  49735  

(248) 231-3300 

mikemead@voyager.net  

 

�x 1940 Ford 2-DR. Sedan  

�x 1949 Ford F-1 Pickup  
 
 
Doug Nisley  

Duncannon, PA  17020 

(717) 834-6898 

duggnis@embarqmail.com  

 

�x 1968 Mercury Cyclone  

 


