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Vaughn Koshkarian

Story and Photos by: Vahan Nazarian

E

arly in Ford history, 1910 to be exact, when Henry built
the Model T Racer, he was quoted as saying, “We’re
building race cars not trucks!”
While Henry continued to build cars, and raced some of them,
he soon found himself building trucks, lots of them! In 1917
Ford introduced its $600 one-ton model TT truck chassis.
41, 105 units were sold. The Ford Motor Company built its
first “factory-assembled” pickup truck in 1925. It featured a
cargo bed, heavy-duty rear springs, and a movable tailgate,
and it sold for $281. But, an impatient public was way ahead

A typical F-8 Big Job working during the 50’s.
Continued on page 7.

“I

Hal Stambaugh with his “flathead aircraft carrier”!

had old flathead V8 manifolds lying all over the garage
and also watched old war movies there,” commented
Hal Stambaugh, who builds flathead engines, as we chatted.
The manifolds reminded Hal of ships so he built a battleship
for his friend Jon Hall at Shadow Rods in Saginaw (http://
www.shadowrods.com/index.htm ) made up of old flathead

Continued on page 9.

The Rotunda Times Receives
OCW Golden Quill Award Certificate

The Rotunda Times recently received a 2010 Golden Quill
Award certificate from Old Cars Weekly.
Continued on page 10.
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his month we thank both Vaughn Koshkarian and Van
Nazarian for the Feature Vehicle article about Vaughn’s
Ford F-8 Big Job truck. We also thank Debra LeVasseur for
her “color tour” article and photos; Bill Gipperich for his
follow-up article on upgrading Model A brakes; and Denise
Rohde for her article on page 11 in which an older woman
reminisces about driving Model T’s in the early 20th century,
as well as her banner!

We are again very low on Feature Vehicle material. Please help here!
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The Ford & Mercury Restorers Club is a hobby organization whose
purpose is to foster and promote the acquisition, preservation and
use of all Ford vehicles, 25 years of age and older.
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Finally, we thank our team of Staff Contributors for their
articles and photographs.
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something in the mailbox. Typically, it really doesn’t take more
than a 10-15 minute conversation to get great “stuff” for an
article—including a Feature Vehicle story!
Consider the 15th of the month as a deadline for getting
announcements or other materials to me for that
month’s newsletter.
Continued on page 5.
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November 2011
Our 42 anniversary and still going strong!
nd

D

on’t forget that our December meeting is our Toys for
Tots night. This year they are asking for gifts for the
slightly older child, more in the 10-13 year old age group. We
are well aware of the economic state, so be as generous as you
can. Every little bit helps! It is really appreciated.
By now you should have all received your election ballots and
hopefully sent them back. The results of the election will be
announced at our December meeting, at which point we will
move on to 2012.
This may sound like a broken record, but we are in real need
of feature vehicle stories for the newsletter. Each one of us has
one or more stories about our vehicles. As you’ve probably
noticed, many are as simple as the actual acquiring the vehicle.
Many turn out to be very humorous. Whatever the story, take
the time to share it with your fellow members. I think you
will be pleasantly surprised when you see it in print.
May you and yours have a Happy Thanksgiving. We have so
much to be thankful for with all of the unemployment and
people falling on hard times. If you’re okay and are able to get
by then by all means celebrate. ‘Tis the season to look around
at our fellow man and say “How can I help?”

Happy Thanksgiving….
					

Art Cervi

					

President

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Michael VanConant
Southfield, MI
(248) 760-3043

vintage_mini_bikes@yahoo.com
1965 E100 Pickup
1967 Mercury Cougar
1979 Mercury Capri
1984 Mercury Capri RS

Larry Hofmeister
Kingsley, MI
(231) 263-2335
1995 Ford Thunderbird
1955 Mercury 4dr Monterey
1958 Ford Edsel 4dr Ranger
1965 Ford Mustang Convertible
Thomas L. Meshinski (Mary Sylvia)
Livonia, MI
(734) 522-7657
1966 Mercury Monterey

Attention All Members
When you hear of a member/spouse’s death, please
get all the information such as the funeral home and
address, viewing times and dates, and the service time
and date.

A Note from the Treasurer

Then contact one of the following people:

T

his month dues have begun to come in replenishing
our treasury! Please keep them coming. We also
have a new advertiser: North American Sandblasting.

Jim Crawford at 313.724.9117 or jcrawfo1@myway.com
Art Cervi at 248.553.8897 or ltc_acervi@yahoo.com
Vic Hollingshead at 248.474.4356

Steve Rohde, Treasurer

These folks will ensure that the membership at large
knows of the death.
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2011 FMRCOA Meetings & Events Calendar

B

elow is the tentative table of meetings and events for
2011. New information will be posted each month
as events and dates are “firmed” up. Bold font represents
club sponsored activities. Also, if you have an idea for
a Club event, please let a Board Member know!
Dec. 7
Club Meeting
Christmas Walk-Greenfield Village
Dec. 10
Cancelled
The FMRCOA Membership Advantage!!!!!!

Y

our Board officers and Editors take extra effort to
bring you FREE Classifieds and Schedule of Events
found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage
of these benefits your membership provides. Post your
schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your
ads at a meeting or mail to Phil Lyon, our ad editor. For
more information on becoming a member go to http://
www.fmrcoa.org/ or write to:

YOUR CAR!

T

he Rotunda Times would like to feature your old
car or truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested
in how you came about finding your vehicle of choice,
and what you have done to enhance its beauty, and / or
mechanical condition. Simply mail or e-mail us your article
accompanied with a photo to:
STEVE ROHDE
rohdesteve@gmail.com
ROTUNDA TIMES
2955 Bateson Ct.
Ann Arbor, MI. 48105
734.717.5444

Monthly Club Meeting Location
Our monthly club meetings are at St Mary’s Cultural
Center at 18100 Merriman Rd in Livonia between 6
and 7 Mile Roads. This is the beautiful facility where we
have held the last several dinner dances. Moreover, it has a
extremely large parking lot enabling club cars to be easily
parked together (and the food is -great!).

FMRCOA Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938
Dearborn MI 48123

Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31
Please mail your dues in or pay at a meeting!

Meetings are on the first Wednesday of each month and
begin at 6:30 PM with a snack. And do bring a friend!

Toys for Tots Scheduled for December Meeting
The Marines together with Linda Rankin will be at our
December meeting on December 7. Please bring new
unwrapped toys. Linda has informed me that this year
toys for 10-12 year olds are particularly needed. These
include the inexpensive remote control cars, footballs
and basketballs for the boys. For the girls hair brush sets,
hair dryers, bath sets, and arts and crafts sets would be
great. Also, checks made out to Toys for Tots and gift
cards are appropriate. If you have any questions, please
contact Steve Rohde.

The Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America, Inc.
newsletter, “The Rotunda Times”, its contents, Club logo,
articles, and artwork are the property of the Ford and
Mercury Restorers Club of America. No changes, additions,
deletions or reproductions are permissible without the
written approval of the Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of
America, Inc and its duly authorized representatives.
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Wayne Funk’s Annual Back to Basics
Christmas Party

Editor cont. from page 2.
Finally, don’t forget to visit our website www.fmrcoa.org
where you can read these newsletters in color and see more
event pictures, and videos. As webmaster I would welcome
feedback!

On Tuesday December 13, 2011 the Stahl family and the
Stahl Automotive Foundation open up their collection
for a Christmas party. There is coffee and donuts in the
morning and pizza, salad soft-drinks and dessert at noon.
Cost is $10 if you brings some cookies, cake or soft-drinks,
or $12 if you don’t. Surplus proceeds after expenses are
donated to charity. They will also accept can goods for
charity. This is a fun party, and a great collection of restored
cars, and well worth the drive! The party starts at 10:00
am and the museum is open until 4:00 pm The location
is 56516 North Bay Drive, Chesterfield, Mi 48051. (26
mile and Gratiot area) Further information can be found
at www.stahlsauto.com .

Steve Rohde, Editor

****** WANTED ******

Last known whereabouts of this 1960 Ford Econoline called
“PACIFICA”. Needed for photo.

Call Bob Fryz (313)350-3400

1932 Fords Wanted for 80th Birthday Show
Next year (2012) is the 80th birthday of the 1932 Ford,
and, in celebration of this historic event, the “featured
vehicle” at the EyesOn Design Auto Design Show
2012 (http://www.eyeson.org/index.php/eyeson/autoshow) will be the 1932 Ford. This show is always held
on Fathers Day is at the Edsel Ford estate. The show
is going to have one of every body style in both stock
and street rod versions. Right now they are still looking
for: a fenderless three-window street rod, station wagons,
pick-up trucks and possibly some others. If you have one
of these, or know of one of these, please contact the 32
coordinator Bruce Wilson (586) 773-2014.

America’s Convertible Headquarters
Convertible Tops 1946+ Cylinders, Motor Pumps, Hoses.
1946-50 Pump & Valve rebuilding; 1928-50 Blue Dots
And much, much more!
941-639-0437 www.hydroe.com Fax: 941-639-0376
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and concerns, which the Board members did address.
The election process and other topics were finally laid to rest
and Art moved on to other club business.

November 2011
FMRCOA Meeting Minutes

We will have our annual Toys for Tots drive at the December
meeting. Please bring a new, unwrapped gift for this worthy
cause. If you bring a gift, you will get a raffle ticket for a
chance to win a prize. Tim Pusilo recommended that the
club make a sizable charitable donation and suggested $1,000
- $2,000. This led to further discussions about the clubs other
charitable donations they make throughout the year. A club
member, Doug Osborn, proposed the motion that the club
should make a donation to an organization like the Salvation
Army not to exceed $3,000. The motion was carried. The
Board will review the upcoming expenses and determine what
amount will be donated at our December meeting.

November 2, 2011

134 members were present at the beginning of the meeting!

T

he meeting started at 7:45 with 137 members present.
We dispensed with the anthem and the pledge, because
of the absence of the flag.
Ray Sanders, who was a guest, notes he has quite a collection
of cars including a couple of Mustangs, couple of Model A’s,
Model T, and several other vehicles.
The evening began with Art introducing Leo Chouinard who
has been appointed the chairman of the election committee.
Leo announced his committee consists of Pat Beattie, Bill
Gipperich, Bob Assenmacher and Joe Newland. The Board
elected this committee as outlined by the by-laws of the club.
Leo announced that the committee is meeting on Friday, 11/4
to stuff and send all of the ballots. The ballots will be due by
11/30/11, which will allow the committee time to count the
ballots and prepare the results for the December meeting. Leo
informed us that the ballots are being numbered and coded.
QPS, who is the printer who does our newsletter mailing is
providing the mailing labels and all 372 members will receive
a ballot. Leo did explain that the printer did have to print
400 ballots which is their policy. The Board and attending
membership agreed that to keep the integrity of the election
intact, those extra blank ballots would be brought to the
December meeting.
A majority of the meeting was spent in a very heated discussion
about many different topics including, the entire election
nomination process, the change in the election committee,
the by-laws, various letters that have been recently mailed to
members just to mention a few. This is the biggest election
the club has had in some time so many members had questions

Art mentioned Ed Sorocki who was our guest speaker at the
October meeting. Ed was a great speaker and really kept the club
members engaged. Several members had follow up questions
of Ed regarding the special mixtures he had mentioned during
the meeting so Tim is going to reach out to Ed and see if he can
get his “recipes” printed in the upcoming newsletter.
Bob Haas reported on the failed color tour, which was
scheduled for 10/16. Sadly, the tour ended up being
cancelled due to rain. Several members made the trip only
to find everyone was gone. (See page 11.) Bob apologized for
the miscommunication and Jim Crawford also apologized for
supplying the wrong contact phone number. Hopefully next
year will be better.
Bob Guetschow gave out membership badges for the few new
members present at the meeting.
Steve Rohde apologized for missing the October meeting and
proceeded to read the Treasurer’s report. A couple of club
members had specific questions of Steve regarding not only
the Treasurer’s report, but also the financial letter that was
recently sent to club members. Steve answered the questions
and reminded the members that the Treasurer’s report is
available to view at the front table during the meeting.
Gene was at the meeting. Tom Melhose has not improved.
Cole presented a very quick show and tell.
50/50 drawing was not done but shall return next month.
Art closed the evening with a joke.
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Beth Marschner/Phil Lyon

More photos on page 16.
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1952 Ford Big Job Truck, cont. from page 1
of Ford, by cutting up the rear of Model Ts and making their
own pickups. Trucks were here to stay! Before long Ford trucks
were being made for almost every use, and the models became
more and more specialized.
In 1948 Ford introduced the “F” series of trucks. These models
were: F-1: 1/2 ton (4,700 GVW max); F-2: 3/4 ton (5,700
GVW max); F-3: Heavy Duty 3/4 ton (6,800 GVW max); F-3:
Parcel Delivery (7,000 GVW max) & optional rear spring pkg.
(7,800 GVW max); F-4: 1 ton (7,500 GVW max) & optional
1-ton pkg (10,000 GVW max); F-5: 1 ton: Conventional,
school bus, and cab over engine (C.O.E.) (10,000–14,500
GVW); F-6: 2 ton: Conventional, school bus, and C.O.E.
(14,000–16,000 GVW); F-7: Conventional (17,000–19,000
GVW) and the F-8: Conventional (20,000–22,000 GVW).
Ford’s Extra Heavy Duty F-7 and F-8 models were called “Big
Jobs,” and indeed, that’s what they could do. These were the
only two F-Series models fitted with Ford’s big 336-cubic-inch
flathead V-8 engine, which was available with an exclusive
five-speed transmission. At first, all Big Jobs were fitted with
eight-lug steel wheels, but, in 1951, Ford began offering cast
wheels with demountable rims. This allowed tractor-trailer
units with demountable rims to use the same spare tire on any
wheel. Also new that year was an available two-speed rear axle.
Some aftermarket companies offered a tandem rear suspension
(a second rear axle) that allowed for even higher payloads. For
tractors hauling trailers, the F-8 offered a Gross Combined
Weight (GCVW) of up to 39,000 lbs.
As a young college student, Vaughn would drive a truck to help
pay for school. It didn’t take long before summer vacations, and
holidays, found Vaughn looking for extra work driving a truck.
He had an ongoing love-affair with the 5-speed floor shifter
and the high road visibility, that only a big truck could satisfy.
During the late 50s, early 60s Vaughn could be found behind
the wheel of one of those Railway Express trucks, the kind that
sported a sign on the side that claimed, “This is a REA Bat-outof-Hell Express”. REA filed for bankruptcy in 1975.
As Vaughn became active in hot rod groups, a friend, Mark
Kirby, introduced him to Hal Spambaugh, who has a garage in
Fayette, Ohio (see p-9), and who was in the process of building
a 1952 Ford F-8 Big Job from a West Unity, Ohio fire truck he
had found. His long-time love of trucks triggered Vaughn to
make an offer to buy the F-8 from Hal, when completed. The
rest is history, as they say…from a retired F-8 fire truck, which
last saw service in until 1998, to a F-8 Big Job, complete with
a Gramm steel hauler trailer, the transformation took place.
The tractor was completed by Hal in 2002, and then sent to
Phil Goller’s in Defiance, Ohio for re-wiring and to be fitted
with air brakes. The trailer was completed in 2009 at Jerry’s
Auto Parts in Fayette, Ohio

Original Ohio fire truck.

Rear view, with Gramm trailer attached, road-ready,
leaving an Ohio barn.

Now an exciting part of Vaughn’s collection of classics, the
Ford F-8 Big Job is back on the road, as it might have been
seen, hauling steel in the 50s.
Now, both Hal and Vaughn are members of the FMRCOA,
joining the same time.

Freshly restored, with Gramm trailer attached.

Rear view of the F-8 showing fifth-wheel.

Interior of the “Big Job”, showing how simple those early cabs were.
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Brian’s Report Card
by

Brian Kuta

I

have to think you all got tired of hearing about my winning
efforts racing the last several seasons, so rest assured it
all came back around to haunt me this season. I had no
carburetion problems this year, thanks to Kar-Go Carburetor
Inc. again, and no transmission or driveline problems, thanks
to Accurate Transmission and General Repairs. I also had no
travel issues, thanks to Maddox RV and Cougar Construction
Midwest Inc. who provided the help I needed this year to
continue in a timely way.
Last year I treated myself to a brand new set of A.F.R. (Air
Flow Research) heads, their 225 CFM (cubic feet per minute)
CNC’ed aluminum cylinder heads. I made the huge mistake
of buying them complete, which includes the valves, guides,
springs, retainers and keepers. Toward the end of the last
season I was experiencing a ‘popping’ that was driving me
absolutely nuts trying to figure out what it was. Because it was
toward the end of the season, and we pull out and go through
our engines every winter, we thought for sure we would find
something wrong, but nothing appeared to be out of order.
This season began with that blasted ‘popping’ coming back to
haunt me, and I put up with it for the first several races, but
since the car was just not consistent, we really began being
more methodical about our analysis of my engine. This came
after plug wires, plugs, carburetor, ignition pick up, rotor, cap,
plug boots etc., etc., etcetera were checked. Mike and I did a
leak down test and found number six cylinder to be way low
on compression so, we pulled the left head out from under the
intake to examine it. Nothing appeared to be wrong, so I took
the head to the machinist that does some work for us, and he
found a bad valve seat on number six intake. That bad valve
seat messed up the valve, which caused the ‘popping’, then
after further investigation we found the root cause to be the
lousy valve springs that A.F.R. puts on their new heads made
for a steel roller cam of up to .710 lift, with mine being .700
lift on the intake and exhaust. The Isky Tool Room Series
springs solved that problem, with the moral of this story being
to buy those heads bare, or with only the valves, and get the
rest of the items from good solid companies that have been
around for a whole bunch of years. And I must mention that
the items made in this country may sometimes cost a little
more, but they really are the best you can buy.
So, after a month of racing has gone by, I am finally back up
and running again ready to compete and head off to Muncie
Dragway to pick up $1,000.00 on my first outing. The next
weekend I zoomed off to Pacemakers Raceway Park to have
a mediocre run. Then, the following weekend up at Ubly

Dragway, the CompCam composite distributor gear croaked.
Well, that accounted for the mediocre performance, and put
me back on the trailer to be a spectator again that weekend.
After getting home, my son Mike and I pulled the oil pan off
the engine to clean out all the remains of the distributor gear,
and had a steel gear installed to get back up and running again
missing a few good races in the process. Oh, gee, I forgot
to mention the earlier Milan outing for the Detroit Dragway
Reunion, when a pushrod tip broke off, bunged up the rocker,
and put me on the trailer that weekend too.
Now I am down to the last part of this season, after the nine
day family campout in August, during which I tried too hard
to make up for lost ground -- which I just could not do.
After the season was all over and done with, I only raced in
about half the usual races that I enter, and in many of those
I just could not be as competitive as I like to be, or need to
be. This season I raced at: Milan Dragway, Mid Michigan
Motorplex, Ubly Dragway, Northern Michigan Dragway,
Muncie Dragway, Pacemakers Raceway Park and Norwalk
Raceway Park. I have not yet totaled up the passes I put
on the car this year, but so many of them were not as they
should be, so I’ll do that when my mind is set to doing all of
my homework for the season. My best passes with my ‘72
Maverick, a 348 CID small block Ford with a C-4, remain
at 10:19 @ 131 for the quarter mile, and 6:43 @ 105 for the
eighth mile.
I can not begin to tell you how much the help from my sponsors
means to me, especially when they have to bear with me as I
muddled though this season. I trust my sponsors, and I know
you can trust them too. They are all good people, do great work,
are priced right, timely with their services, and I am confident
that you will have good experiences with them if you ever need
any of their services or products. Just so you all know, I am
willing to meet you at any of my sponsors’ shops to introduce
you, and to make sure you feel comfortable being there on your
first visit. Once you have that first visit out of the way, you will
feel totally comfortable at any of their businesses.
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Kar-Go Carburetor
30952 Ford Rd.
Garden City, MI 48135
734-425-4590
Cougar Const. Midwest
P. O. Box 686
S. Lyon, MI 48178
248-446-1099

Accurate Transmission
41251 E. Huron River Dr.
Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-9042
Maddox RV
13415 Telegraph Rd.
Taylor, MI 48180
734-287-6067

Photos on page 16.
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Flathead Ships, cont. from page 1.
parts! He then made an aircraft carrier out of a second intake
manifold for Mark Kirby. This is the 39 pound beauty that
Hal brought to our November membership meeting. Hal used
carburetor parts for the masts and bridge.

Hal owns a flathead V8 wrecker that he used year around
(see the July 2011 issue of the Rotunda Times) and met
Mark Kirby when he had engine problems. They have been
friends since then. It’s great to have Hal in our club!

November Show & Tell: Short

S

how and Tell was abbreviated in November due to other
parts of the meeting running so long.

Hal Stambaugh brought in the aircraft carrier model made
from Ford flathead V8 parts described in the cover story.
Tom Erikson displayed a 1941 Lincoln Continental wall
hanging made of plastic.

This is really a piece of art!

Indeed, “I used all flathead parts when I built that ship. The
three airplanes on are made from valve guides, valves, and oil
deflectors. The bombs under them were made from brake
wheel cylinder pistons. The planes were powder coated blue
and the aircraft carrier coated gray. Even the anchors are made
from retainers that hold the valve guides in,” explained Hal.
The bridge is made from a bracket that holds the exhaust off
the engine, and the bridge above the top is made of a breather
pipe, and the radar is made from brake shoe parts. These, the
brake cylinders, and the hobby shop purchased decals are the
only parts that are not from a flathead V8!

1941 Lincoln plastic wall hanging.

Dave Saam brought in a 1937 Ford Garton pedal car. He
purchased this car about two and a half years ago because it
reminded him of a 1938 Ford convertible that his brother
owned. This is one of 31 pedal cars that Dave owns. Stay
tuned for that story!

Closeup of a plane.

When asked about making more additions to the fleet, Hal
commented about how time consuming the creation of these
true works of art is! But he has started another one but has not
decided if it will be a Battleship or an aircraft carrier.

Dave Saam & his 1937 Ford pedal car.

Hopefully other members who left before Show and Tell will
bring in their items again.

Hal’s Garage in Fayette, Ohio.

Page 9

The Rotunda Times
Golden Quill Award cont. from page 1.

Upgrading My Model A Brakes to
Self– Energizing F1/F100 Brakes: Part II

R

by
Bill Gipperich

L

ast month, in case you missed it, I described how to upgrade
your early Ford juice brakes to the later more efficient
bendix design found on F1 and F100 trucks. Lincolns, of
course, also used this design but they are a lot more expensive
and have some of their own issues when interchanged.
I ended the article just short of completion and I promised to
write a follow-up article once I had test driven (stopped) my
car. After an adjustment and check for leaks I took her out to
see if this was going to be better or not and worth the cost and
effort. I was still in my neighborhood (25 – 30 MPH) when
I made the first go at a fast stop. To my relief the tires chirped
some and brought the car to a fast stop. I did experience some
hard pulling but additional adjusting has brought that under
better control and after only one additional quick drive.

ecently we received our 2010 Golden Quill Award
certificate from Old Cars Weekly (OCW). Last April,
when we were informed that we were a winner again, several
club members asked what that meant and the criteria for the
award. We will try to answer these questions below based on
criteria provided by OCW*.
Firstly, the annual Golden Quill Award has brought recognition to
numerous publications in the old car hobby, and continues to be a
source of pride for winners. Clubs are honored by the selection and
members are pleased they belong to a “winning” club.
To be eligible for a Golden Quill Award officials with Old
Cars Weekly News & Marketplace need to receive copies of
the publication from the club. Each month we send OCW
copies of the Rotunda Times.
OCW criteria for the Golden Quill Award include that a publication:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Meets the needs of club members
Is consistently high quality in design and content
Offers a balance in content (news, features, technical, etc.)
Presents fresh and creative material that advances the hobby
Is a good-will ambassador for the club
Is visually attractive and interesting
Uses good, interesting pictures of cars, events, and people

We are very proud to have received a Golden Quill Awards for four
years in a row and thank the members for their contributions!
*This is based upon an article by Gerald Perschbacher on
March 19, 2008. Readers are encouraged to view that article
in its entirety at http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/news/
hobby-news/golden_quill .

Bill’s Model A: It does stop quicker!

Your Ad
Could Go Here!

Right & left front brakes.

Now all of this is just “seat of the pants evaluating” but I think
it is fair to say that I’m very pleased with the result so far and
would recommend these style of brakes.
While the upgrade was done on my Model A V8, it should
be noted that the early Ford hydraulic brakes were part of the
initial build of my car, and I don’t mean to imply the directions
would be the same when replacing original mechanical brakes.

Please Contact:

Bob Guetschow
248-328-9113

rguetschow@comcast.net

Page 10

The Rotunda Times
Lorraine Sayles Remembers
by

Denise Rohde

L

orraine Sayles of Ypsilanti is 97 years young...really! Asked
about her memories of old automobiles, Lorraine had
me go and get the picture you see here off the shelf in her
bedroom. She says it was either in 1908 or 1909 when this
photo was taken. Her sisters, seated in the car, were 3 and 4
years old. The car was her father’s first and she is not sure of
the maker but perhaps one of you FMRCOA members might
be able to tell her. Her father lived on a farm in Iowa and
plowed virgin soil on land that his father homesteaded.

When her sisters were out of high
school they always had a car to
drive, a Model T. Lorraine recalls
driving that Model T when she was
ten years old (some 87 years ago).
Sadly though, for you Ford and
Mercury Restorers, Lorraine says
that after she married she only
drove Buicks.
Lorraine Sayles

One Car Color Tour*
by

I
Photo taken in 1908 or 1909. What’s the car?

In 1910 her family moved to town, Blairsburg, Iowa where her
dad took a job in an auto garage. After he worked there for
a few years he started his own business, Streveler Auto. Her
family lived comfortably until the depression years and the
garage closed.

Debra Levasseur

t may have been one car but we did have a good time! We stopped
at Alber Orchard Mill in Manchester that dates back to 1890. We
had the chance to watch the cider press that is an original MOUNT
GILEAD cider press. It was installed there in 1890 and was run by
steam and then by gasoline. It was then converted to electricity in
1964. We then headed through the back roads making our way
through Chelsea and finally up into Brighton where of course we
had to stop at TSC.

Her father then managed a road crew for the WPA. Things
started looking up economically once more and her father
went into the insurance business and worked until he died in
his 80’s.
Lorraine remembers that the first car in the photo was bright
red with lots of brass trim. Her mother tried to keep it
polished but when they drove to town everyone wanted to
touch it and left their fingerprints on that shiny brass. Not
many others owned cars back then in Blairsburg.
When he was in the auto business, William J. Streveler, had
calendars so if you should ever find one you will know a little
of its history. Lorraine still has one and she also has the letter
opener he used at his shop from Repass Automotive Company
in Waterloo, Iowa. (photo)

The “one car color tour” at the Albert Orchard Mill in Manchester.

* The Levasseurs did not know that our color tour had been
cancelled and showed up. Sounds like they had fun anyhow!

More photos on page 16.
Repass Automotive Company letter opener.

Page 11

The Rotunda Times
Postcards from the Past
by
Lou Ironside

B

efore the Mackinaw Bridge was built, the only way to
cross over between the upper and lower portions of
Michigan was to take the ferry across at St. Ignace / Mackinaw
City. This postcard shows the southbound traffic waiting to
get aboard the ferry on what looks like a nice summer day.

Cars waiting to board the Macinaw Ferry.

Until the bridge opened in 1957, the lines were often long
on the holidays, and the wait just before hunting season were
what legends are made of. I had uncles that told of waiting up
to ten hours in a line that snaked for miles waiting to get across
the straits and on to deer camp.
A bit of trivia: the two ferry boats were Vacationland, and the
S.S. Munising which doubled as an ice-breaker to carry the
winter traffic. I have crossed the Mackinaw Bridge over 200
times, and each time I wonder what it would have been like to
wait for hours each of those times. I am sure glad they built
that bridge!

The Roving Reporter:
Adrian & Bowling Green

O

ur swap season is rapidly nearing the end, but there
are still a couple meets to report on, and we can look
with anticipation towards the 2012 season. As many of you
know, the Adrian swap meet was wet and cold, but that didn’t
stop many vendors and spectators alike from searching for
bargains. My wife and I made our annual trip to Adrian,
but Pam decided to stay in the dry van and read the paper
while I searched for those elusive parts. This year I didn’t find
anything I needed in Model A parts, but did get a couple good
buys on Jeepster items (that is another story for another day).
I returned to the van before Pam had even finished reading
the paper, and we headed off to a late breakfast and several
antique shops. Adrian is one of my favorite swap meets, but
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the weather sure put an damper on it this year.
The first Sunday in November is always the Bowling Green,
Ohio swap meet and I have attended most of them since the
mid-1960’s. This year the club did a poor job of advertising,
and spectator and vendor count was down. No advertising….
no people! It is a very simple fact that people don’t attend
what they don’t know about. Other than a couple books on
Henry Ford, I didn’t buy anything. It was a shame that the
swap meet went down, as this was always a good meet for
buying early Ford parts. Maybe next year they will get the
message out.

FMRCOA members attend the swap (swim?) meet in
Adrian and wait for the color tour to begin. The tour was
canceled but some members, unaware, went on it anyway! (See page 11.)

“I

Boys & Their New Toys

was only home one day from China and saw this 1963
Fairlane on Craig’s list and had to have it. It was pretty
cheap and it runs good and will be an easy restoration. You
know this is a sickness,” commented Mike Fontana about his
new toy! “Actually, he was only home 8 hours when he bought
this one,” added Roxanne.

Mike Fontana’s new 1963 Fairlane toy!
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Classified
For Sale

November 2011

• 1986 Old’s Cutless Supreme. 2dr. Minto. 11,000 miles. Call
for information. Paul Conforto. 313-801-8131.
• 2 1955 Mercury front bumpers, 2 rear bumpers. $100 each.
John Durrant. 810-599-7400.
• 1970 T-Bird 4dr. Rare factory moon roof. Black w/red
interior #2 condition. Must sell, lost storage. Jeff Coleman.
313-820-6712.
• 1969 Ford full size left front fender NOS . Charles Rivers.
248-446-1534.
• Rumble seat cushions for 1932 Ford coupe. Make offer.
Steve Wolski. 586-876-0040.
• 1969-1971 Ford full sized gas tank NOS. Charles Rivers.
248-446-1534.
• 1949 Packard, $21,000. 1964 Chrysler Imp $2,500. 1952
Packard $4,000. Nick Nichols. 734-748-5664.
• 2 vintage spoke wheels 16 inch w/tires. 2 vintage 20 inch spoke
wheels no tires. Make offer. Nick Zakarian. 313-468-3687.
• Vintage Ford toys and pedal cars. 100’s of toys to choose
from. Dave Saam. 419-343-6019.
• Mercury crank. Choice of 3. $300. Ford 3 speed trans. 9 to
choose from. 1949 and up. $50 each. 8BA rods and 59A rods.
Call for details. Hal Stambaugh. 419-583-7892.
• 1959 Edsel Corsair 4dr. 332 FE motor automatic. Red &
white. New door panels, carpeting, rechromed rear bumper.
Looks good, runs good. $4,500 o.b.o. Dennis Kemle. 810765-0686.
• 1929 Ford 1 ton pickup, runs/drives. Very solid body. Nice
frame and suspension, new tires, no roof, no bed. $4,500
o.b.o. Roger Kuclo. 313-215-1864.
• 1946 Mercury 4-door (69M). Second owner. Approx. 65k
miles. Mostly original. Stored since 1971. $11,000. Email:
JLinfo7@yahoo.com . (Paid ad.)

Wanted

• Used oil (waste oil). Bring to the meetings. John Miller.
586-756-4279 or 313-891-2640.
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• Vintage magazines. Hot rod, foreign car, road test. 50’s, 60’s,
70’s. Greg Sanchez. 313-382-4420.
• Schwinn bicycles. Vintage 50’s, 60’s, 70’s. Hot wheels. Greg
Sanchez. 313-382-4420.
• ’68 GT Mustang tac. Jeff Gnewik. 313-563-6569.
• Vintage toy collection or smaller amounts from the 20’s to
70’s. Dave Saam. 419-343-6019.
• ’39 Mercury hood trim, part #’s 99A-8217 L.H. & 99A8218 R.H. NOS or excellent preferred. Also need ss grill trim
bars, any or all. Larry Pyzik. 352-527-6692.
• 1937 engine Prefer complete engine, but will buy just the
block. That ‘s the one with the water pumps in the block and
21 stud heads. John Miller @ 313-891-2640 (shop) or 586756-4279 (home)

Specialize in Sandblasting &

Classified
For Sale

Federal Industrial Services, Inc.
Powder Coating
Large and Small Orders – Fast Turnaround

October 2011

• 292 from SS Mercury, $300. ’97 AOD E transmission.
$250. John Durrant. 810-599-7400.
• ’77 Cadillac Eldorado 24,000 miles, like new! $9,500. John
Miller. 586-756-4279.
• 1932 Ford rumble seat cushions, side panels and brackets.
$500. Steve Wolski. 586-876-0040.
• 1955 Ford club sedan. New paint, 460 cu. in. rebuilt, disk
brakes, new interior, not restored, redone for fun!! $19,950.
Tom Von Meyer. 586-776-6116 or 810-765-4515.
• 1956 Ford Convertible. Don Olson. 586-752-7919.
• “Briz” license plate frame. $75. Gary Sharkas. 734-525-3652.
• 1978 Mustang, V6, air, hardtop. $2,200. Steve Wolsh. 734-284-6772.
• Classic car storage. Clean 10’X20’ private stall in non-comercial
building. Milford Township. $75./month. Herb Offord 248684-5560.
• 1960 Nash Metropolitan convertible club coupe. Red and white
many goodies, tow bar, fender skirts. Asking $16300. 1940 Ford
convertible club coupe. Green, loaded, rebuilt engine transmission
and clutch. Asking $63000. Simon Hachigan, Dearborn Hts.
313-565-4997.

Wanted

• Clear model A Ford title wanted. Any body style. Dean
Styles. 734-626-4052.
• 1970 Ford XL-XL letters for front of hood. Tom Eriksen.
586-759-6058.
• 1965 Ford Galaxie 500 right front fender and deck lid.
(Trunk). George Dutton. 248-915-8404.
• Holley parts carb 600 cfm4v emissions. $10. Holley 600
cfm 4v core less choke cap, $25. Holley 750 cfm 4v complete
manual choke. $35. Edelbrock SP2P low riser RV 4V
manifold. $60. Mike Riemenschneider. 734-459-1348.

Page 15

11223 E. 8 Mile Rd. • Warren, MI 48089
(586) 427-6383

Michael Eaton
1555 Michigan Ave.
Detroit, MI 48216
www.eatonsprings.com

President

313-963-3839
Fax 313-963-7047
e-mail: mike@eatonsprings.com
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