Dinner will be served at our July meeting at 6:30 PM!
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Feature Vehicle:
Ford Model 79 1-1/2 Ton Truck
owned by
Brian Saylor

“I

like big trucks and this one looked cool! So I bought it
for a little over $1000 on eBay in 2003,” remarked Brian
Saylor as we chatted. “It had all the tires and wheels and it
rolled – barely,” Brian laughed as he described the truck which
had sat in a field in Nebraska for over 25 years. However, the
truck’s body was solid and it had the PTO driven hydraulic
dump feature still mounted.
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Club Scores at 2010 Wilson Barn Show
by

Roxanne Fontana

T

Club members enjoy the view and camaraderie.

he FMRCOA was well represented at the 23rd Wilson
Barn Show hosted by The Road Knights on June 13.

It was early, 6:45 a.m., when 24 club members and friends, met
to enter the show together. No one in their right mind would
Continued on page 9.

My Dad and His Design of the 1949 Ford: Part II
by

Mary Geo Stephenson

This truck obviously needed some work! So Brian stripped
the truck completely down. Among other things, he found
Continued on page 8.

Caleal’s original 1949 Ford 1/4 scale mold
showed no sign of a spinner in front.

T

he 1949 Ford was actually introduced on June 8, 1948
at a very chic, gala and completely lavish extravaganza at

Yes, this truck needed some work!

Continued on page 8.
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Editor’s Message

T

his month we thank Brian Saylor for the Feature
Vehicle material. I’d also like to again thank Mary Geo
Stephenson, our featured speaker at May’s meeting, for her
second article about her dad, Richard Caleal, who designed
the 1949 Ford.
And, as usual, thanks again go to our team of Staff Contributors
for providing materials.
We still need more Feature Vehicle articles. The well is
empty and if we don’t get more Feature Vehicles soon, I may
include my 1951 Studebaker! And with a larger newsletter,
we do need more material!
If you want to report on an event that you attended, let me
know. This is particularly true now as car show/swap meet
season is ongoing! Just give me a call (734.717.5444), email
me, or put something in the mailbox. Typically, it really
doesn’t take more than a 10-15 minute conversation to get
great “stuff” for an article.

3
3
4, 5
5
6
6
10
10
11
12
13
14, 15
16

Consider the 15th of the month as a deadline for getting
announcements or other materials to me for that
month’s newsletter.
Finally, don’t forget to visit our website www.fmrcoa.org where
you can read these newsletters in color and see more event
pictures, and videos.
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Our 41 anniversary and still going strong!
st

A

big “thank you” to those of you that brought “STUFF”
for our June mini-swap meet. Considering the weather
was so iffy I thought it was a good turnout.
Just a reminder….food at the July meeting will start at 6:30
p.m. We’re going to give it a try and see if eating first works.
If all goes well we can start the meeting at 8 o’clock.
Well, the swap meet is now a few short weeks away. Let us
hope all of the pieces are in place and we are good to go.
Hopefully the weatherman will cooperate and give us a great
weekend. It sure would be nice to refill the coffers and we can
continue to pay our expenses.
Hope all of you guys had a Happy Father’s Day and were able
to go to the venue of your choice…….Eyes on Design; DYC’s
car and truck show; and, of course, the Motor Muster at the
Henry Ford. It certainly was a nice day for it. It was a shame
that the Orphan Show in Ypsilanti got cancelled for this year
because of the storm. It’s my understanding that the park
was 10’ underwater. Sure hope no one wanted to park their
vehicle the night before to get a jump on beating the crowd.
However, the Orphan Car Show has been rescheduled for
September 26.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Amanda Smith
5530 Independence Ct.
Punta Gorda, FL 33982
(941) 639-0431
hydroel@aol.com
Nickerson, Sara (Ron)
1720 Lincoln
Royal Oak, MI 48067
(248) 541-7329

Our “mini-swap meet” in the parking lot before the meeting.

On a sad note, one of our club members, Ed Tallarek, passed
away. Ed really enjoyed being a member of FMRCOA and
was one of its strongest supporters. Our thoughts and prayers
go out to his family. Ed will be missed.			

Art Cervi, President

Art receives another “token” of his past at the meeting!
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YOUR CAR!

2010 FMRCOA Meetings & Events Calendar

B

elow is the tentative table of meetings and events for
2010. New information will be posted each month
as events and dates are “firmed” up. Bold font represents
club sponsored activities. Also, if you have an idea for
a Club event, please let a Board Member know!
July 7
July 10
July 17-18
July 25
July 24
August 4
August 7
August
August 21
Sept.
Sept. 1
Sept. 9-12
Sept. 26
Oct. 6
Oct.
Nov. 3
Dec. 1
Dec. 11

Club Meeting
Cruisin’ Michigan
FMRCOA Swap Meet and Car Show
Club Picnic (see page 5)
Telegraph Cruise
Club Meeting
Gilmore Museum Trip (see page 5)
Dearborn Homecoming TBA
Woodward Dream Cruise
Overnighter TBA
Club Meeting
Frankenmuth Auto Fest
Orphan Car Show
Club Meeting
Color Tour - TBA
Club Meeting
Club Meeting
Christmas Walk-Greenfield Village

Bob Haas (hairdo and all!) with his beautiful 1954 Ford
Sunliner at a Depot Town Cruise Night in Ypsilanti on June 17.
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T

he Rotunda Times would like to feature your old
car or truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested
in how you came about finding your vehicle of choice,
and what you have done to enhance its beauty, and / or
mechanical condition. Simply mail or e-mail us your article
accompanied with a photo to:
STEVE ROHDE
rohdesteve@gmail.com
ROTUNDA TIMES
2955 Bateson Ct.
Ann Arbor, MI. 48105
734.717.5444

Monthly Club Meeting Location
Our monthly club meetings are at St Mary’s Cultural
Center at 18100 Merriman Rd in Livonia between 6
and 7 Mile Roads. This is the beautiful facility where we
have held the last several dinner dances. Moreover, it has a
extremely large parking lot enabling club cars to be easily
parked together (and the food is -great!).
Meetings are on the first Wednesday of each month and
begin at 7:30 PM. And do bring a friend!

The Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America, Inc.
newsletter, “The Rotunda Times”, its contents, Club logo,
articles, and artwork are the property of the Ford and
Mercury Restorers Club of America. No changes, additions,
deletions or reproductions are permissible without the
written approval of the Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of
America, Inc and its duly authorized representatives.
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Come to our Club Picnic:

1954 Ford convertible and
its matching golf cart. Bob
gave the kids rides on the
golf cart and they loved
it. Also, the judges picked
Bob’s ‘54 for Best of Show.
We even had goodie bags
and some nice prizes for
Even Plymouth’s were there!
the participants. If you didn’t come this year or have never
come, listen for the announcement next year. Everyone is
invited. (More photos on page 16).

Volunteers Still Needed for
DEARBORN ‘10

L

aurel Gottlieb is again coordinating the
work roster for the Car Show & Swap Meet
this year. All members are urged to participate as
this is the FMRCOA’s major annual fundraising
event. She still needs a little more help. Please
call her at 734-525-8445 or email her at
lcgottlieb@sbcglobal.net to sign up.

DEARBORN 2010 T-SHIRTS READY
Dearborn 2010 T-Shirts will be
available from Mike Fontana at
our July club meeting and at
Dearborn ‘10 for $10.

The FMRCOA Membership Advantage!!!!!!

7th Annual Crosspointe Cruise-In a Success

W

ith lots of help from fellow church members and
friends, the Seventh Annual Church Car Show that
Phil Lyon puts on came together. Even though the sky didn’t
cooperate too well and we got a few drops of rain, we managed
to get everyone filled up with hamburgers, hot dogs, chips,
pop and homemade cookies.
Thanks to all the 25 club members and others who braved the
weather and brought their beautiful cars to the show. Special
thanks go to Bob and Elaine Haas who brought their red,
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Y

our Board officers and Editors take extra effort to
bring you FREE Classifieds and Schedule of Events
found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage
of these benefits your membership provides. Post your
schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your
ads at a meeting or mail to Phil Lyon, our ad editor. For
more information on becoming a member go to http://
www.fmrcoa.org/ or write to:

FMRCOA Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938
Dearborn MI 48123

Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31
Please mail your dues in or pay at a meeting!

The Rotunda Times
done. Also, the work roster is still shy a few workers. Make
sure to sign up and show up! Terry still needs donations of
prizes to be raffled at the car show and more judges are needed.
We hate to beg, but you know the drill!

June 2010
FMRCOA Meeting Minutes
June 2, 2010

T

he June meeting opened to the sad note of the Mercury
being reduced to the status of an orphan car. Guests were
introduced and they were Angelo Bracciale, Fran Lovello, Dan
Shayley with a 1966 Ford Fairlane 500, Werner Dahm, and

148 members attended the June meeting!

Jackie George from Mike’s Modern Classics in Westland. One
hundred forty-eight members and guests joined in the Pledge
and the National Anthem. Bob gave out the badges to the new
members and most were there. Please try to make it a point to
say a special hello to the new members and guests.

There was a little car talk and the show and tell session and the
50-50 drawing rounded out the evening with the usual rush to
the door for another nice meal.

Phil Lyon,
Secretary

Ambrose Biondo & his friend Dan Shaughnessy pose with
Dan’s 1966 Monza Junior go-cart at the meeting. It had a $500
for sale sticker on it and may have been sold at the meeting!

Mike and Roxanne Fontana were busy selling show shirts
and collecting for the Barn Show, while Gene Johnson was
colleting for the upcoming trip to the Gilmore Museum.
Mike and I are hosting the annual picnic after the swap meet
on the 25th of July. Flyers were passed out, and more will be
available at the next meeting.
A benefit car show was announced which is to be held on June
19 at Costick Center, 28600 Eleven Mile Rd., Farmington
Hills. All proceeds will benefit the city of Farmington Hills
Senior Transportation Program.
The minutes and Treasurer’s report were both approved and
Steve again appealed to the membership to submit articles for
your car as a feature vehicle.
We had a successful mini-swap meet at the meeting in the
parking lot.
Speaking of swap meets, our FMRCOA Swap Meet is only
a month away and there is still lots of organization left to be
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Steve’s ‘51 was of the few old cars at
the meeting due to the weather!

A Note from the Treasurer

J

une was another typical month. Swap space income is
coming in. If you haven’t, please sign up to help at the
Swap Meet. It’s the major source of revenue for the club!

Steve Rohde, Treasurer
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Ford Truck cont. from page 1
that the engine was seized so badly that it had to be replaced.
“When I started working on the truck, progress was very
slow,” Brian remarked.
At about that time (2004) Brian moved from Romeo, where
he lived across from club member Don Olson, to South Lyon.
The truck was in pieces at this point. “Once I was settled,
however, the pace picked up,” Brian continued. “I had the
chassis sandblasted and powder coated in Fenton. Then the
body was chemically stripped and painted by me.” Brian
wanted the truck to have a rough look -- not rat rod -- but
rather nostalgic as if he found it in an old garage.
“Mechanical brakes were
just a little uncomfortable
to me, so I converted
to hydraulic brakes,”
Brian explained. In this
conversion club member
Rodger Hodyka was key
as he had a complete
Note the powder coated frame. front and rear set of
axles from a 1941 1.5 ton with hydraulic brakes. The spindle
required custom king pins and bushings but it worked. The
rear just bolted on. “Once it was a rolling chassis again, I
could see some progress.” Brian commented.
Brian then bought a ’48 59A engine from club member Bill
Bella. Bill had purchased the engine with a supposed rebuild
years earlier. It did turn out to be fresh rebuild -- but with
a time bomb in it. The rear main bearing was in backwards
blocking the oil to the 2 rear cylinders on the crank. It lasted
for only about 6 total miles of driving!

10,000 rpm,” Brian continued. He still has some aesthetic
changes to make but nothing major.
Brian is a “southern boy” from SC, TN, AL, FL who moved
to Michigan 15 years ago. “I haven’t lost nor want to lose
my southern ways,” he exclaimed. He has been married to
Angie for 19 years and they have a 16-year-old son, Matt.
Professionally, Brian is the Engineering Laboratory Manager
at Gabriel Ride Control (Gabriel Shock absorbers).

A smiling Brian driving his restored rolling chassis!

“I have had other classic vehicles in the past but this was the
first one that I basically built from the rubber up. Every nut and
bolt (no exceptions) has been redone. The truck isn’t quite done
yet and it may never be! The FMRCOA has been a great source
of information in the building of this truck and many thanks to
all that had a hand in this including Rodger Hodyka, Bill Bella,
Bill Jagenow, Don Olson, and Jerry Mattson,” Brian concluded.

Bill Jagenow (Brothers Customs) rebuilt the engine again. At
that point Brian opted to add shiny heads and intake manifold.
Brian is a Texaco collector, so he wanted to add something
“TEXACO” to the truck. “The tank idea came from a truck
that I saw in Hershey with the club members Olson, Mattson,
and Neihaus. I have picked up a few other cans and barrels
from other local places, eBay and our own July swap meet,”
Brian enthusiastically stated.
Brian finished the truck last fall and drove it to South Lyon
for dinner one night. He had his wife, Angie, paced him with
her car to check the speed. “It was a blistering 40 mph at top
end! That’s when I knew the original rear end had to go,”
Bryan stated. So Rodger came to the rescue a second time! He
had the right 1983 F-350 full floater that Bryan needed with
3.54 gears (vs. the original 6.67). Brian retrofitted all of this
last winter. “Now I can go faster without the engine turning

Lots of sparkle under this hood!

Brian regularly uses a 1955 Ford 860 tractor for maintaining
his property. His next projects are a 1967 Ford Econoline
pickup and a 1967 Ford Econoline Van – so stay tuned!
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1949 Ford, cont. from page 1
the Waldorf Astoria in midtown Manhattan. Henry Ford II
had taken a big gamble. Not only did young Henry shake up
the management and hire a team of “Whiz Kids,” he spent
$72 million on the production of a revolutionary automobile
that he believed would revitalize the company which was
basically on the brink of disaster and of which he had recently
taken the helm. He felt this new car should be introduced
with style and splash and indeed it was. The preview party
alone cost $500,000. Everyone who was anybody was there
and champagne flowed from satin draped bars. The ‘New
York Times’ estimated the party attendance at 250,000 while
‘Business Week’ estimated several hundred thousand in
attendance. The ’49 Fords were all-new, beautiful, sleek and
slab-sided and sold like “hot cakes.” The showrooms were
packed with potential buyers and over 100,000 orders were
placed on the first day it appeared at the dealers. Ford sold
1,118,308 cars in 1949 -- about three times as many as in
1948---young Henry’s gamble had paid off in a big way and
the company was back on the map! Once again, Ford Motor
Company was a tough competitor.
After Henry Ford II picked my dad’s model, Walker asked him
for all of the photographs and drawings and dad acquiesced to
his wishes. Since it was just after the war, it was impossible
to have extra prints made. He then asked Dad to promise
he would never tell anyone he designed the car. They shook
hands and made a gentlemen’s agreement that no one would
ever know who actually designed the 1949 Ford.
At that time Walker was a very powerful man in the design
business. He ultimately became vice-president of Styling for
Ford Motor Company and was even on the cover of Time
Magazine on Nov 4, 1957 (see page 12) and referred to as
the “Cellini of Chrome.” Moreover, my dad genuinely liked
Walker and told him that when his baby is born later that year
he was going to name him after George. Since his child was a
girl, he named her Mary Georgianna----Georgianna being in
honor of Walker.
Dad kept his promise to Walker. In 1971 my Dad received a
letter at Chrysler (where he was working at that time) from a
certain Mr. Richard M. Langworth, then Editor of Automobile
Quarterly, who wanted to talk to him about ‘certain items of
historical significance’ in his career including the design of the
1949 Ford. He met with Langworth who was interested in
publishing his account of the design in the quarterly. Dad
declined, remaining loyal to his agreement with Walker.
In 1976 an article was penned by Mike Lamm in Special
Interest Autos in which Bob Koto took credit for the design of
the 1949 Ford. This upset my dad as it was absolutely not true.

In 1982, an article came out in Car Collector Magazine,
entitled “Walker’s Peak: The Design of the 1949 Ford.” You
can imagine how this bothered my father. A couple of years
later a book came out by John Bridges about Bob Bourke with
a chapter devoted to the 1949 Ford in which Bob Bourke
took credit for the design. Indeed, the 1949 Ford design
waters were becoming muddied with untruths.
At that time, I was in the antique business and doing public
relations for The Village Antiques Show to be held for the first
time that year at the Henry Ford Museum. Rushing to one
of my first meetings there, I ran smack into a 1949 Ford – the
first one off the assembly line. On the plaque it read “designed
by George Walker.” This upset me greatly and, in an attempt to
straighten things out, I ended up meeting with Dave Crippen,
the head of Archives at the Henry Ford Museum.
After I told him that my father had the original mold from
his quarter-scale model of the 1949 Ford in his basement,
Crippen seemed to light up in amazement. He then suggested
that the best way for dad to be credited for his design would
be to donate the mold to the Museum. We did this about 25
years ago.
Approximately 12 years ago, Dave Crippen called me
indicating that a man who had nothing to do with the 1949
Ford, but found the history fascinating, wanted to make a
model from my dad’s mold. I contacted Steve Hamp, who
was the Director of the Museum at the time and told him if
anything was to be done in regard to making a model from
my dad’s mold, my father absolutely should be involved. He
agreed but stated at that time he knew nothing of any proposed
project with the mold. Then I started to think that making
a model might not be such a bad idea as Henry Ford I was
fond of re-enactments of history and how exciting that my dad
could be involved. I had worked as a tour guide at Greenfield
Village during college and was often stationed at The Menlo
Park Laboratory and recalled the 1929 re-enactment of the
first light bulb with Thomas Edison present.
Unfortunately, unbeknownst to my dad and me, and without
any notification from Mr. Hamp or anyone at the Museum,
this individual did, in fact, make a model from my dad’s mold
and invited my father to come and see it. A few days later I
had a look at it. It was in a one car garage in Dearborn and,
as my dad stood there looking at that quarter-scale model, it
was almost as if he was back in time----the excitement of the
moment in his eyes. I felt it was sad that my father was not
involved and also felt it highly unethical to have used his mold
and his intellectual property without his knowledge.
Continued on page 11.
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Barn Show, cont. from page 1.

2-wheel, to a 3-wheel and is now a 4-wheel vehicle with a 1975
Ford V6 2.8L Pinto station wagon engine, a C4 transmission,
and a rear axle from a Ford Courier ¼ ton pick up.

The Road Knights were gracious hosts as they set up the
FMRCOA to park near the entrance and under the shade
trees. We were early enough to watch the other clubs / cars
fill in around us as parking was tight, and the testosterone
was flowing. Testosterone for all, with the exception of Joann
Rodriguez who cautiously jockeyed into position with her
1963 Thunderbird. We all watched as everyone carefully
positioned their rides in the best spot -- back in, pull forward,
rev it up, pipes rappin’, back up, over, over - ahhhh just right!

Roy Fetter was a bit nervous as he kept one eye on the sky. His
beautiful, red, 1965 Mustang has never been in the rain and
he didn’t want to start today. Roy didn’t have to worry as the
gray skies held. Music from the band Men in Black pounded
out the beat and Dick Monroe fired up the grill. The Road
Kill Cafe was open for business. That’s when we learned how
many club members were actually at the Wilson Barn. Cole
Grandy dropped in as did
Terry Worful and Bob
Pilarowski. Pete Morris
stopped by wearing his
“Future of Mercury”
t-shirt (sorry Pete). As
Pat Kaluzny said, they
“followed the aroma.”

be up at that time except for car people, but Jerry Worful eased
the pain of such an early start with donuts for all.

FMRCOA could hold its head high as we had some beautiful
sheet metal on display. Darrell Harding’s 1952 Mercury, Ed
Goff’s 1951 Ford, Joe Pizzeli’s 1968 Mustang, Jeff Chapp’s
1936 Pontiac, Jerry Worful’s 1963 Fairlane, Phil Lyon’s 1979
Lincoln, and Steve Rohde’s timeless 1951 Studebaker were just
some of the members’ cars on display. In addition, we had
several guests including Brett Miller’s 1983 Dodge Pickup and
Brian Olszewski driving his uncle’s 1970 Camaro.
Being by the gate gave us the opportunity to watch the cars
as they arrived and there were a lot of them -- about 450 in
all. In rolled Mustangs, Chevys, Fords, Trucks, Roadsters,
Dodges, Plymouths, and specialty vehicles. There was a 1934
Ford with a Corvette small block, with a blower and 6 deuces;
a 1964 Ford Thunderbolt
427 Fairlane; a 1941 Willys
Coupe with an amazing flame
job; and 2 junior dragsters.
Each was a beauty in its own
right but there were some that
stood out from the crowd.

It was time for the awards The Wilson Barn Show as seen from
and time for FMRCOA the corner of Chicago & Middlebelt.
to shine. As the awards were announced, FMRCOA club
members’ and guests’ names kept popping up. In total Pete
Morris, Phil Lyon, Mike Fontana, Jeff Chap, Darrell Harding,
Pat Kaluzny, Joey Abella, Jerry Worful, Joe Pizzeli, Ed Goff,
Tony Kaluzny, and Steve Rohde won in their respective classes.
We know the FMRCOA rides are great and it’s especially nice
when we’re recognized by others. Congratulations to everyone
-- it was a great day!

The High and Mighty II
The High and Mighty II.
arrived and heads turned. This was a duplicate of the Ram
Charger’s first club car built by a group of Chrysler Employee
Motorsports Association (CEMA) club members as a tribute
to the original drag race car. The original 1949 Plymouth
Business Coupe first appeared at the 1959 Nationals, NHRA
at Detroit Dragway and set a new C/Altered Class speed record
in its first outing. No one missed it when Bob Lees fired her
up for the crowd.
There was a 1922 Model T Ford with a wooden body and a
1979 Straight 6 Twin Cam Jag engine. It took the owner, Todd
Fee, two years to build. I couldn’t tell what part of his vehicle
was actually a 1922 Ford Model T and when I asked, he
admitted it was just the fire wall -- and even that was modified.
Then there was the “Devils Joke” - kind-of-a-car, sort-ofmotorcycle, one-of-a-kind vehicle. The owner, Frank Bianco, has
owned this vehicle for 30 years. Over that time it evolved from a
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More photos on page 16.
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CZ Safety Series:
Fire Extinguishers -- Part I

June Show & Tell: Diamonds!
by

Bill Timoszyk

J

une is National Diamond Month, and our Show & Tell
reflected it: the package was small but it contained real
jewels!
Mike Riemanschneider brought in rare original promotional
literature and letters for the McCulloch Supercharger. This
was a bolt on blower kit for the Ford V-8. These items were
mailed to Ford Dealers soliciting purchases and are truly
rare and sought after pieces that are very informative for the
flathead fan.

• Class A extinguishers are
for ordinary combustible
materials such as paper, wood,
cardboard, and most plastics.
The numerical rating on these
types of extinguishers indicates
the amount of water it holds
and the amount of fire it can
extinguish.
• Class B fires involve flammable or combustible liquids
such as gasoline, kerosene, grease and oil. The numerical
rating for class B extinguishers indicates the approximate
number of square feet of fire it can extinguish.

McCulloch Supercharger promotional material.

Cole Grandy brought a nice 1950’s toy metal house trailer (as
they were called back then).
Bill Gipperich brought in some
March 1954 “Restricted” photos
of prototype 1955 Ford and
Mercury cars. Again, some rare
paper items for our perusal.

T

his month we will start a short series on fire extinguishers
and their use with emphasis on automotive applications.
Fire extinguishers are divided into four categories, based
on different types of fires. Each fire extinguisher also has a
numerical rating that serves as a guide for the amount of fire
the extinguisher can handle. The higher the number, the more
fire-fighting power.

• Class C fires involve electrical equipment, such as
appliances, wiring, circuit breakers and outlets. Never use
water to extinguish class C fires - the risk of electrical shock is
far too great! Class C extinguishers do not have a numerical
Continued on page 13.
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#1 OEM Parts Supplier
Your #1Your
OEM
Parts Supplier

Your #1 OEM Parts Supplier

“ONE CALL FOR ALL”

“ONE
CALL
FOR(Dave)
ALL”
734-793-6060
or 248-748-0249

“ONE CALL FOR ALL”

734.793.6060

Ford and Mercury Restorer’s Club members call and ask for Dave to
receive your parts at wholesale costs.
Don’t see your car line listed?
Call Anyways, we will do our best so you don’t have to buy at retail!

734-793-6060 or 248-748-0249 (Dave
734-

or 248.748.0249 (Dave)

Prototype ‘55 Mercury in a Ford Design Studio?

It may surprise some, but not me, about how “well stocked”
our members individual archives really are. Bring some of
yours in!
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Don’t see your car line listed?
Call anyway, we will do our best
so you don’t have to buy at retail!

The Rotunda Times
Brian’s Tip: How Lean Can You Go?
by

I

Brian Kuta

t is a common misconception that going lean is the great
way to save fuel. This is not necessarily so, but sometimes
some leaning out can help. Going still leaner can waste fuel.
Leaner mixtures burn more slowly, continue the combustion
process past its useful time, and cause higher valve and piston
temperatures. The more current EPA style engines are designed
to run at around 14.7 to 1.0 Air/Fuel ratio, with catalytic
converters at cruise, but that doesn’t mean best economy. Best
economy, with an efficient engine combination, occurs at
about 15 to 15.5 to 1.0.
At full power engines like a best A/F ratio of 12.5 to 13.0 to
1.0. If you get carried away and make max power by making
the engine run above 13.5 to 1.0 at the lean limit, damage
to the pistons in the form of broken ring lands, or holes in
the pistons point out that you went too far. Experience, plug
readings, and valve clearances closing up give you the warnings
that you ran too lean (a valve head that sags or tulips from the
heat and pressure of preignition closes up the lash clearance).
When the A/F ratio is so lean that it can’t be ignited by
the ignition system, the engine lets out partially burned or
unburned fuel, the hydro-carbons shoot up, and the economy
goes down the drain. In other words, leaning down the A/F
ratio doesn’t always mean better economy. You might be able
to ignite a lean mixture with a more powerful spark, or with
multiple sparks, and may improve economy and power, as
with an MSD-6 or MSD-7. Swirl type combustion chambers
and inlet ports improve combustion efficiency for idle and
cruise, but generally cost top end power because they are more
restrictive to air flow.

my father’s account, and historians began to take a second
look at my dad’s story. Three years after my father’s death,
Richard D. Caleal was posthumously given the credit that he
so forthrightly deserved and inducted into The Automotive
Hall of Fame on October 6, 2009.

Editor’s comment: This is the second part of a talk given by
Mary Geo Stephenson at our Club Meeting on May 5, 2010.
In Part I (May Rotunda Times) there was an error: “plastic
mold” on page 12 should have been “plaster mold.”

Your Ad
Could Go Here!
Please Contact:

Bob Guetschow
248-328-9113

rguetschow@comcast.net

1949 Ford, cont. from page 8.
In 2001, an article came out in Collectible Automobile, with
the headline “They didn’t throw away the mold.” In it was
an article by the two individuals who had made the model
from my father’s mold. The good thing about this article was
that Bob Bourke had always claimed that he had designed
the spinner grille on the ¼ scale model that was presented to
Henry Ford II, and Bob Koto claimed Bourke had designed
the spinner grille on ‘his’ quarter-scale model presented to Mr.
Ford. My father, however, always claimed that there was never
a spinner on his model and this quarter-scale model made from
his mold proved his account to be rock solid. Indeed, Walker,
just as my father had always maintained, added a spinner to
compete with one said to be coming out on the new Pontiac.
Thus, making the model from his mold actually reinforced
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Postcards from the Past
by

I

Lou Ironside

n the early 1900’s, Detroit was truly the “motor capital”
of the world, with hundreds of vehicle manufacturers
calling the Detroit area home. This month’s postcard is the
factory of the Chalmers Motor Car Company which was
located on Jefferson Avenue. The Chalmers brand ran from

The Chalmers Motor Car Company.

1908 to1922 when they went bankrupt, and through various
legal maneuverings ended up as part of the Maxwell company
which, of course, later became part of Chrysler. This Albert
Kahn designed factory later in life was known as the Chrysler
Jefferson Avenue plant.
It is pretty easy to date this postcard as it was mailed on
September 3, 1919 to a Mr. Stewart in Petersburg, MI. The
postcard was from his sister in Toledo, OH asking him to
bring a dozen eggs from the farm, and some grapes if he had
any to spare, when they came to visit. She had saved up some
sugar and wanted to make some jelly. Remember, this was
right after WWI and sugar, along with some other food items,
were still in short supply.
According to my map, Petersburg is about 20 miles North of
Toledo; so in 1919 it must have been an interesting ride in
what was probably a Model T, and over dirt rutted roads. It
was 91 years ago that this event happened, but due to this little
piece of cardstock, it lives on!

George Walker was on the cover
of Time Magazine on November 4,
1957. He was the Vice President of
Design for Ford from 1955 until he
retired in 1961.
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Fire Extinguishers, cont. from page 10.
rating. The C classification means the extinguishing agent is
non-conductive.
• Class D fire extinguishers are commonly found in
a chemical laboratory. They are for fires that involve
combustible metals, such as
magnesium, titanium, potassium
and sodium. These types of
extinguishers also have no
numerical rating, nor are they
given a multi-purpose rating - they
are designed for class D fires only.

August 2009

For Sale

Fire extinguishers for cars are
typically type BC. Next month we
will continue this discussion.
*Material in this article was adapted from http://www.fireextinguisher101.com/ .

The FMRCOA Roving Reporter:
A Dry Month!

T

wo swap meets to report on this month, and guess what…
neither had rain! Of course no rain doesn’t always equate
to perfect swap meet weather. The first swap meet is the
Midland Antiques Festival at the Midland Fairgrounds right
off US-10 between Bay City and Midland. Although the vast
majority of the area is filled with antiques, there is still a fairly
good sized swap meet at one end. Although lots of vendors,
there were more of the newer parts, and pre-war (WWII that
is) were few and far between. Although I didn’t buy much, my
wife managed to make up for my lack of spending. Although
no rain during the day, it was 90+ degrees, 90% humidity,
and bright sunshine which made it a little less than pleasant.
There were heavy showers on Saturday night, but many of the
vendors only stay on Saturday; so those individuals who went
on Sunday were probably a little disappointed.
The second swap meet was the Cars R Stars (formerly the
Carnival of Cars) which was held at the Old Packard Proving
Ground in Shelby Twp. Last year the meet was cancelled by
the CCCA, but this year it was resurrected by the Packard
Club and the Shelby Lions. I have to admit, for this being
their first year, things went very smoothly. The swap meet
was only about 50% full, but the dark clouds that covered
the area probably kept some vendors away. It never did rain,
and the show car area was packed….in fact they even parked
show cars in the unused swap area. The attendance was very
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strong, and there was a steady crowd in the swap area all day
long. One nice thing is the awards were given out at 2:00 P.M.
so car owners could see the awards ceremony, and pull out by
3:00 making the day less tiring. For over 40 years the Carnival
of Cars was one of the “premier” meets in the Detroit area….
who knows, it just might regain that status.

Classified
For Sale

June 2010

• 4 new in boxes never opened USA made white/red & blue
strip wagon wheels 14-6 with chrome center hubs. $225; 2
chrome moon wheels. Very nice. 15” -5. $125; set of 4 wheel
trim stainless for 1965 Ford. $50; new Ford radio. AM/FM/
cassette & CD package connect. $15; 1-15” Waffel alum.
wheel. $45; Italian wheel. Rare. Sold for $450 at dealer price.
Hank Dawson. 810-231-3184.
• 1941 Lincoln rear end. 1939 Lincoln rear end complete with
brakes. 1941 Lincoln 3 speed transmission. 1950 Mercury 3 speed
with overdrive transmission complete. Bill Large. 586-677-4790.
• 1937 Ford sedan trunk lid for hump back. $100. Good
condition, in primer w/handle and hinges. Set of 5-17’ wire
wheels, solid and straight but will need media blasting and
paint. $100. Dean Styles. 734-626-4052.
• 1967 Corvette hood with scoop. $100. John Miller. 586-756-4279.
• 1987 Ranger V6 engine. 15 speed and 4X4 unit. $500.
Roger Hodyka. 517-282-4738.
• 1936-46 American Lafrance fire engine bed. $500. Roger
Hodyka. 517-282-4738.
• 1972 Mustang Conv. with Mach I trim, 351c, auto, ps, pb,
ac. $14,900. Howard Voigt. 734-944-6930.
• 1991 Cadillac Allante Convertible. Red, Black top. 49K
original miles, loaded. $13,900. Howard Voight. 734-944-6930.
• 1970 Ford XL Sports roof. New 466 cu.in. Ford motor
sport crate motor, new bebuilt trans. $12,500 o.b.o. Call Jim.
313-467-7789.
• 1971 VW type III fastback. Solid car. Rebuilt motor, not started
in 15 years. Stored indoors. $1000. Jeff Martoia. 734-812-9255.
• 4 black Renell wheels with key lock lug nut covers. Fits 8793 4 lug Mustang. Gary Holmstrom. 313-277-3475.
• 1959 Ford 292 engine complete. Engine is apart. $100.
Gary Holmstrom. 313-277-3475.
• 1968 Mustang rims and tires. $180. Jeff Gniewek. 313-563-6569.
• Torque boxes for 1964-5 Falcoln frame rails and all brackets.
Gordon Leslie. 313-505-7551.
• NOS wiper arms for 1957 pick up. They are a littler longer
than passenger car. $40. Paul Coleman. 313-820-6712.
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• NOS front hood molding for 1940 Buick. Mint. $75. Paul
Coleman. 313-820-6712.
• NOS in box curb feelers. Fits any 50-60’s car. Paul Coleman.
313-820-6712.
• NOS rear quarter for 1964 Buick Riveria drivers side. $300.
Paul Coleman. 313-820-6712.
• Dodge ’67 A-100 van type pick-up 3 window 225 slant 6
engine. $1400. Cole Grandy. 810-735-1671.
• ’64 Galaxie XL 500 2 door hard top. Michigan car. $1200.
Cole Grandy. 810-735-1671.

Wanted

• Used oil (waste oil). Bring to the meetings. John Miller. 586756-4279 or 313-891-2640.
• 1932-34 truck fenders. Roger Hodyka. 517-282-4738.
• 1971 Maverick grabber parts. Cold Grandy. 810-735-1671.

Specialize in Sandblasting &

Powder Coating
Large and Small Orders – Fast Turnaround

11223 E. 8 Mile Rd. • Warren, MI 48089
(586) 427-6383

Classified
For Sale

Federal Industrial Services, Inc.

May 2010

• 1965 352 block, dipped, ready to machine. $125. Bill
Bozgan. 313-278-8250.
• Fox Mustang rear axle. 3.31:ratio – Brand new. $200 o.b.o.
Call Dan Davis. 734-721-8572 or email danmartha.davis@
yahoo.com.
• 1950 Merc. No cracks block $200.00. Call Mike. 313561-1251.
• 1952 Seeburg jukebox restored. Hundreds of ’50 era and
’60 45 ram records. $3,000. Roy Stull.
• 1975 Cadillac Eldorado floor mat G.C Fire-thorn red.
Hank Dawson. 810-231-3184
• 1955-56 Ford trunk mat (new). $45.00. Bob Haas. 248719-0952.
• Garage Sale: 1949-1950 Ford -Mercury parts (cheap).
Chuck Reynolds. 586-264-9256 or 586 805 024.
• 1953 Ford V8 engine. Ran excellent when removed from a
1947 Ford. I also have the transmission and rear end. $700.00
for all or may separate. Don Beers. 989-883-2341.

Wanted

• Used oil (waste oil). Bring to the meetings. John Miller.
586-756-4279 or 313-891-2640.
• 1934 fuel gauge for model BB truck. Tom Gehringer. 313-386-2310.
• Ranger or Explorer alloy 15” wheels. Call Dan Davis. 734721-8572 or email danmartha.davis@yahoo.com.
• 1955 Ford right front fender in G.G. Also, a 1955-56 passenger
side rear seat ashtray armrest. Hank Dawson. 810-231-3184.
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June Photos

Club’s youngest member, Dominic Fontana, reads his Rotunda Times & Phil Lyon, a
more senior member, passes out flyers at the Billet Show.

