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The interior looks like it might have in 1964! A 1941 Lincoln at the North American International Auto Show 
(NAIAS) last month was the author’s favorite!

“While I was growing up my family had a ‘64 Galaxie 
500 with a 289 automatic,” remarked Jerry Ostalecki 

as we chatted. So, like many of us, when Jerry had another 
opportunity to purchase one, he did. Jerry bought his Galaxie 
in 1999 in South Carolina. It had been a California car—and 
he has the license plate to prove that. Prior to this ’64 he had 
a Galaxie 500 convertible with a 352 4 barrel and three on the 
tree.  He sold that car in 2000 after he purchased the XL.

There was a time before and shortly after WWII when 
otherwise sane Americans were caught up in a new kind 

of auto racing known as the Midgets.  In the 1930’s and 
1940’s these small cars, modeled after their larger cousins at 
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This month we thank Jerry Ostalecki for the Feature Vehicle 
material, Al Blixt for his informative article about the V8-

60 and its role in midget racing, Vahan Nazarian for his NAIAS 
2010 report, and Bob Haas for his eyewitness report from the 
Russo-Steele auction storm. And, as usual, thanks again go to 
our team of Staff Contributors for providing materials. 

We still need more Feature Vehicle articles. And with a larger 
newsletter, we do need more material!

If you want to report on an event that you attended, let me know. 
Just give me a call (734.717.5444), email me, or put something 
in the mailbox. Typically, it really doesn’t take more than a 10-15 
minute conversation to get great “stuff” for an article.

Consider the 15th of the month as a deadline for getting 
announcements or other materials to me for that month’s 
newsletter. 

Finally, don’t forget to visit our website www.fmrcoa.org where 
you can read these newsletters in color and see more event 
pictures, and videos. 

Steve Rohde, Editor

http://www.fmrcoa.org
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Dearborn ‘10 Flyer. Please help to distribute these at  swap 
meets and car shows, and volunteer to help at our event!

Art Cervi, President

February 2010
Our 41st anniversary and still going strong!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERSAs February draws to a close we look with anticipation 
to a decent March and the thought of bringing out our 

vehicles to the meetings….weather permitting.

So far we have not come up with a March event, but we are 
working on it.  April will be the RM Auction at the Novi Expo 
Center, now known as the Rock Financial Showplace.  Yes, 
we will be “pushing” cars as usual.  If you have any interest 
in doing so, please let me know before the list fills up.  I can’t 
get over how many of you want to help, and we get a nice 
contribution for the club treasury.

In May we will have our eastside tour, and we also have in the 
works the event at the Gilmore Museum, code name “the Bus 
Tour.”  Kudos to Mike Fontana and Phil Lyon for all their 
efforts in putting these events together.

Our thanks to Al Blixt for his nice talk on the V8–60 and 
midget racing in this area, then and now.

It’s never too early to volunteer for a slot at our July Swap 
Meet.  If you can’t make the meetings a simple call to Laurel 
Gottlieb can get you signed up.  It’s a big event and we need a 
lot of help.  A two-hour stint is the least that you can do for all 
that you get from the club throughout the year.  It’s a bargain!

Remember too when you come to our meetings to grab some 
flyers and pass them out at the car show/swap meets you 
attend.  It’s our way, in addition to our advertising, to get the 
word out to vendors and participants for our meet…..plus, 
getting out the word to the spectators.  You have no idea how 
important the gate is to insure a super weekend and carry us 
throughout the year!

James Clark
7309 Manor Circle #202
Westland, MI  48185
(734) 525-2845
jamesacog@yahoo.com

– SAME LOCATION –
WAYNE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

Belleville Rd. (Exit 190) & I-94, Van Buren Twp., MI
ALL MAKES OF PARTS & ACCESSORIES ARE AVAILABLE

SPONSORED BY

41st ANNUAL F.M.R.C. SWAP MEET, 
*CAR SHOW & CAR CORRAL

*CAR SHOW SUNDAY – ALL MAKES, STREET RODS, CUSTOMS, ORIGINAL & RESTORED
ALL MAKES OF CARS ARE INVITED, NO REGISTRATION FEE WITH PAID ADMISSION FOR ALL OCCUPANTS OF SHOW CAR

TWO BIG DAYS
JULY 17th & 18th

DEARBORN ‘10Saturday & Sunday

Featured Cars

1949 - 1951 Ford

mailto:jamesacog@yahoo.com
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The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old 
car or truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested 

in how you came about finding your vehicle of choice, 
and what you have done to enhance its beauty, and / or 
mechanical condition. Simply mail or e-mail us your article 
accompanied with a photo to:

STEVE ROHDE
rohdesteve@gmail.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
2955 Bateson Ct.

Ann Arbor, MI. 48105
734.717.5444

YOUR CAR!

The Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America, Inc. 
newsletter, “The Rotunda Times”, its contents, Club logo, 
articles, and artwork are the property of the Ford and 
Mercury Restorers Club of America. No changes, additions, 
deletions or reproductions are permissible without the 
written approval of the Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of 
America, Inc and its duly authorized representatives.

Our monthly club meetings are  at St Mary’s Cultural 
Center at 18100 Merriman Rd in Livonia between 6 
and 7 Mile Roads. This is the beautiful facility where we 
have held the last several dinner dances. Moreover, it has a 
extremely large parking lot enabling club cars to be easily 
parked together (and the food is -great!).

Meetings are on the first Wednesday of each month and 
begin at 7:30 PM. And do bring a friend!

Monthly Club Meeting Location

2010 FMRC Meetings & Events Calendar

Below is the tentative table of meetings and events for 
2010.  New information will be posted each month 

as events and dates are “firmed” up. Bold font represents 
club sponsored activities.  Also, if you have an idea for 
a Club event, please let a Board Member know!

February 26-28 Autorama
March 3 Club Meeting

March 12 GM Heritage Center Tour (p-9)
April 7 Club Meeting
April  24-5 RM Auction
May 5 Club Meeting
May 2 ACS Relay for Life Car Show
May 15 American Speed Open House (p-5)
May 24 Memorial Day Parade
June 2 Club Meeting
June 6 Wilson Barn Show
June 19-20 Motor Muster
June TBA Downriver Cruise
July 7 Club Meeting
July 10 Cruisin’ Michigan
July 17-18 FMRCOA Swap Meet and Car Show
July Club Picnic TBA
July 24 Telegraph Cruise
August 4 Club Meeting
August 7 Gilmore Museum Trip
August Dearborn Homecoming TBA
August 14 Woodward Dream Cruise
Sept. Overnighter TBA
Sept. 1 Club Meeting
Sept. 9-12 Frankenmuth Auto Fest
Oct. 6 Club Meeting
Oct. Color Tour - TBA
Nov. 3 Club Meeting
Dec. 1 Club Meeting
Dec. 11 Christmas Walk-Greenfield Village  
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The first page of a two page bill for the car repair. Note the 
price of parts and the $0.90 hourly rate! The total cost of the 
repair was $76.19 of which $20.30 was for labor.

Article in Maumee, MI newspaper dated January 27, 1933 
reporting the accident and that the driver was arrested for 
drunk driving and fined $10!

The FMRCOA Membership Advantage!!!!!!

Your Board officers and Editors take extra effort to 
bring you FREE Classifieds and Schedule of Events 

found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage 
of these benefits your membership provides. Post your 
schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your 
ads at a meeting or mail to Phil Lyon, our ad editor.  For 
more information on becoming a member go to   http://
www.fmrcoa.org/  or write to:

FMRCOA Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938

Dearborn MI  48123
Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31

Please mail your dues in or pay at a meeting!

Meet the New Members
by 

Terry Worful

James Clark

An Accident in the Old Days 
by

 Larry Miller 

Hi! My name is James Clark and 
my sweetheart is Sharon. 

I was born on Dec. 16, 1943 in 
Highland Park, MI and am a 
Product Designer.

My first car was a 1949 Hudson 
Hornet. I don’t have any collector 
cars yet.

While going through my mother’s things (she passed 
away in January ’09 at age 98), I found this repair bill 

for my grandfather’s car that was involved in an accident on 
January 27, 1933. My mother, who was 23 years old at the 
time of the accident, was riding in the passenger’s seat of the 
1928 Ford sedan as it was being driven by my grandfather and 
was hit by another car. Although the intersection was slick 
from ice, the other driver was charged with being drunk.

American Speed, manufacturer of the all-steel Speed 33 
convertible body, is opening its doors once again, and you 

and your friends are invited to come for a visit.
The big event is scheduled to take place on Saturday, May 
15. In addition to a behind-the scenes look at how the Speed 
33 bodies are manufactured; the day will include a car show 
with food, music and fun. The company’s completed customer 
vehicles and display demo car will be on hand as well.
This day will also include tours of two close neighbors of 
American Speed: actual Detroit car-building facilities that 
produce OEM showcars and a world renowned Mustang 
customizer. Some big-name magazine editors and well-known 
car builders will also be on hand. 
RSVP for the event to: rsvp@americanspeedcompany.com, 
or call directly 734.451.1141. American Speed is located at 
45355 Helm Street, Suite B in Plymouth, Michigan.

American Speed Open House
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Left: Art Cairo receives a recognition certificate. 
Right: Vic Hollingshead receives a 35 year pin.

Left: Al Blixt makes a presentation about the V8-
60. Right: Noreen Mehlhose discusses her ’54 Kai-
ser Darrin.

February 2010
 FMRCOA Meeting Minutes 

February 3, 2010

130 club members  attended the meeting!

A Note from the Treasurer

February was a slow month. Dues continued to come 
in. Please pay your dues if you haven’t.

Steve Rohde, Treasurer

Art brought the meeting to order at 7:35pm with a nice 
crowd of 130 members in attendance.   The mild winter 

hasn’t scared our members to Florida just yet. 

We welcomed 4 guests at our February meeting with one being 
Tom Mehlhose’s cousin Doreen who has a 1954 Kaiser Darrin.

The minutes were approved and Steve reviewed the Treasurer’s 
report which was also approved.

Art talked about the dinner dance that was held in January and 
hoped all had a good time.  At the dinner, the club announced 
the 2009 Generator Award winner, Bill Timoszyk.  Way to go 
Bill!  Art also passed out certificates of appreciation to club 
members that were not able to attend the dinner.

Bob Guetschow announced that the flyers for the 2010 swap 
meet are now available.  Mark the date….July 17th & July 
18th.  See Bob for flyers and be sure to take extras to share with 
others at swap meets or car cruises.

Bob presented Ed Goff, who was not able to attend the 
meeting, a plaque which is to replace the original Ford 
Generator Award he won last year. The original award is now 
in the hands of Bill Timoszyk—our 2009 winner!

Badges were handed out to new club members and our long 
term members received their “milestone” badges. 

Art talked about some upcoming events.  A trip to the GM 
Heritage Center in March and a Gilmore Museum bus tour in 
August just to name a few.

Our guest speaker was Al Blixt who is an auto racing historian.  

He talked about the Ford V8-60 engine as a racing engine.  He 
had some great photos in his slide show about the history of 
midget racing.  (See page 1.)

There never seems to be a shortage of car events in Michigan.   
Many members shared some upcoming events during a good 
car talk session. 

Noreen Mehlhose shared her story about her ’54 Kaiser Darrin 
and some of its history.  Thank you Noreen.

The evening ended with the 50/50 drawing, Art’s joke and a 
delicious meal.

Beth Marschner for Phil Lyon
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V8-60, cont. from page 5.

Indianapolis, raced on tracks in football and baseball stadiums, 
at county fairs, on quarter-mile ovals specially build for them, 
even on rough tracks carved out of cornfields by road graders.  
In California, the Northeast, Chicago, Detroit, Texas and 
Oklahoma; there were for nearly two decades midget races seven 
nights a week and twice on Saturdays and Sundays.  They were a 
fad that gripped the nation in the depths of the Depression and 
held it until television offered alternative entertainment. 

Racing historian Gordon White aptly describes the appeal of the 
midgets in his book, Offenhauser, “At their best, the midgets were 
gleaming little cars that raced under the lights on tracks small enough 
that they were almost in the laps of the spectators. They snarled and 
roared in a wheel-to-wheel brand of racing more closely competitive 
that that usually seen anywhere else, even at Indianapolis.” 

By the winter of 1935, midgets were racing indoors in the 
Chicago Armory, the Michigan State Fair Coliseum and in 
New York City with press coverage in the New York Times.

The first midgets were homemade by adventurous young men 
who were long on innovation but short on cash. In the early 
days of midget racing, dozens of different engines were used. 
Only a few American passenger car engines would meet the 
displacement limits of 100 to 140 cubic inches set by most 
racing groups.  

In 1934, most midgets were powered by engines from 
outboard boats or motorcycles.  Race crowds up to 18,000 
paid 50 cents each at the bottom of the Depression to see the 
midget races weekly. As a money-making show, the earliest 
midgets had one drawback: most of them were built by 
backyard mechanics using cast-off junkyard engines that would 
frequently snort, stall or catch fire, slowing the proceedings. 
Los Angeles promoter Earl Gilmore, who had one of the best 
midget tracks anywhere, became fed up with the balky little 
cars. At his request, master engine builders Fred Offenhauser 
and Leo Goosen created a powerful four-cylinder, 98-cubic-

Driver Cliff Miller poses in his #53 V8-60 midget at 
Detroit in about 1938. Cliff is still alive living in Ohio 
at the age of 98 at this writing.

inch purpose built midget racing engine based on a design 
that used half of the famous Miller racing engine that had 
dominated the Indianapolis 500 for a decade.  “Offys” quickly 
became dominant in midget racing, first on the west coast and 
then across the country. For a while, Offys had no competition 
and swept race after race. 

For many racers, the state of the art Offenhauser engine was 
financially prohibitive and while several alternatives existed, 
few were competitive. In 1937, good news arrived from Ford 
Motor Company in the form of a new 136 cubic inch, 60 
horsepower V8 engine. Designed as a more economical 
alternative to the larger 85 horsepower flathead V8, the V8-60 
also represented the first production-based engine to seriously 
challenge the Offy’s supremacy. 

Here was a nearly ideal power plant—one that would dominate 
non-Offy midget racing for nearly 30 years. They could be 
hopped up with special cams, heads and dual carburetors and 
they powered the majority of midgets through the late 1940’s.  
Its worst fault was overheating because of restricted exhaust 
passages out of the engine. As a result, the Fords were called 
“teakettles” and blew hoses regularly, sometimes terribly scalding 
their drivers. Still, they were fast enough to give the Offys a run 
for their money. On a few nights, with a little help from adding 
nitro methane to the fuel, the best V8-60 drivers could best the 
top Offy drivers, much to the delight of the crowd.

The dominance of the Offenhauser brought a division in the 
midget ranks between the haves and the have nots. There were 
many owners who could not afford an Offy, and at the peak of 
midget popularity there were two circuits operating in some areas, 
one for Offy’s and one for V8-60s and other stock block engines.

The bitterness between Offys and the Fords might be traced to 
the short tracks and sprint length of most midget races. It was 
a closer, more personal kind of racing, and pure aggressiveness, 
acceleration, and guts were more important than at other 
levels of competition. Whatever the reason, the midget crowd 
had the longest, loudest arguments in racing.

An extended version of this article can soon be found on Al’s 
website:  http://alblixtracinghistory.typepad.com. Al can be 
reached at alblixt@aol.com. 

Race photographers Al (Ace) 
Blixt (Al’s dad) and Duke 
Pierce pose with a V8-60 
midget at Toledo in 1938. 
Note the neckties!

More photos on page 16. 

http://alblixtracinghistory.typepad.com
mailto:alblixt@aol.com
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A 428 CJ sits under the hood!

The distinctive Galaxie 500XL rear!

Galaxie xl  cont. from page 1 

A ‘39 Mercury that didn’t make it!

The car was painted bright yellow when purchased. “I stripped 
it down to bare metal and found that there was no filler or 
rust, and that the body was extremely straight,” Jerry stated.  
He then recovered the velvet seats, and replaced the ’63 dash 
with a ’64 dash that he rebuilt with all NOS gauges and 
speedometer. He restored the interior trim and replaced the 
majority of the exterior trim with NOS.  “My rare find was 
the grill.  It is a NOS Ford item that was in a Ford Dealer in 
England (yes UK),” Jerry commented.  

When he purchased the Galaxie, it had a 390 engine with tri-
power. “It was a rare set up in that it had the automatic kick 
down bell crank and linkage.  Most tri-power setups were used 
on 4 speeds.  The linkage causes a stir with those that know 
about tri-power as there are bosses cast into the manifold for 
the linkage to mount to.  None are on the 4 speed manifold,” 
Jerry explained.  “However, I came across a 428 CJ that was out 
of a 69 Shelby GT500 and had it rebuilt by Mike’s Machine 
Shop.  It didn’t need to be bored, just honed.  I installed  that 
engine in the Galaxie with FPA Tri-Y headers,” he continued. 
Jerry used heavy duty Detroit Eaton springs on the rear. The 
rear gear is a traction lock 3:50 with 31 spline axles.

 When Jerry purchased the car it had front disc brakes with 
the original jelly jar master cylinder.  He installed a power 
booster and dual master cylinder with proportioning valve 
from Master Power Brake. Great Lakes Custom Exhaust did 
the exhaust pipes with Flow Master mufflers to the stock 
factory exit points.  He also installed a set of electric cutouts.  

Jerry completed the body, paint and assembly work in under a 
year with the help of Jim Nichols in White Lake.

“When it was ready for paint I had to pick a color.  I thought 
that if it was 1964 again and I walked into the dealer what would 
I choose.  So I went to the color books and decided that I would 
have ordered a Ragoon Red Galaxie—so red it was,” Jerry said. 

Then Jerry decided to customize it, “I wanted it to look like 
I would have done it up in 1964.”   So he put a Crites tear 
drop hood on it, mounted a Sun tach on the radio grill, and 
put Torque Thrust “D” rims on it.  He also installed Traction 
Master traction bars like in 1964.  He ran wires to the front 
of the passenger compartment to the trunk for a hidden Sony 
radio and a 10 disc CD changer in the trunk.  These are 
controlled by a wired remote from the front seat.

Jerry drives his Galaxie whenever he has a chance. He drives it 
to cruises,  car shows and around  town.

Jerry retired from Ford after 36 years in 2001.  He is married 
to Sharon and has a 
daughter, two sons, and 
four grandchildren.

Jerry has enjoyed the car 
hobby for many years.  
He joined the old Ford 
Motorsports Club at Bob 
Ford in 1970, helped start 
MOCSEM 

(Mustang Owners Club of Southeastern Michigan) in 1975, 
and was involved in starting of the local chapter of the PFCA 
(Performance Ford Club of America)  in the early 80’s.  Jerry 
rejoined the FMRCOA two years ago. 

I found this photo in a Flint, MI antique shop.  It shows a 
fairly new looking 1939 Mercury convertible which tangled 

with a telephone pole.  According to the information with the 
photo: “Aunt Nellie said that the good Lord let uncle Milton live 
through this with just a bloody nose.”  Looks like uncle Milton 
was a little careless with his driving skills!  This is one rare 
Mercury that never got a chance to be restored.

Where They Went…
by

 Lou Ironsides
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More photos on page 16. 

Two EV  cars from Think City EV, a Norwegian company.

The turmoil facing the American automobile 
manufacturers, since the 2008 elections, had given me 

reason to skip this year’s North American International Auto 
Show at Cobo Hall. It is the styling that usually attracts me to 
this show, but the parking and crowds that tend to dissuade 
me. After all, I like to photograph the vehicles in peace, and 
at angles that tend to make it easy for the ill-mannered public 
to walk right in front of the camera, without so much as an, 
“excuse me.”  At the last minute I decided to go, because I had 
an opportunity to get into the hall before 7:00am, a good two 
hours before the public was allowed to enter. 

I found a parking place on the street, just opposite the W. 
Larned entrance to Cobo Hall, grabbed my camera gear, and 
headed to the Oakland entrance of the Exhibit Hall.

Once inside, it was peaceful and quiet. Attendants were 
finishing dusting off show vehicles, and vacuuming carpeting. 
Accent lighting was already on, as I made my way through 
the Marques on the floor. There is something about a clean 
(inside, outside and underneath) car, regardless of make, 
model and year that is attractive. Especially when it’s January 
in Michigan, outside the building!

Mazda, Toyota, Nissan, VW, Tessla, Scion, Smart, Gem, 
Lexus, BMW, Morgan and more came into view as I reached a 
center aisle. There was Maybach and Bentley, all quietly prim 
and proper, with a stately look about them. Ready to face a 
determined throng in a couple of hours.

A few “concept” vehicles caught my eye, but not many. Moving 
quickly down the aisles, I was taken aback by the number of 
“green” cars on display. Surely a sign of manufacturers’ market 
frustrations, and pent-up consumer desire for fuel efficient 
vehicles. Most of these electric-powered cars were cute, but 
certainly not practical for the American road. Nevertheless, a 
needed study in possibilities for the future.

This year, there were many examples of student car designs 
exhibited about the hall… some were almost practical. 
Michelin had a “Smart Wheel” concept at their display, which 
was not a bad idea. I think ultimately our vehicles will make 
use of nuclear power, but that’s down the road.

NaiaS, cont. from page 1. 
Michelin’s Smart Wheel 

prototype, takes a pancake 
motor and puts it within 
the wheel hub, and also 
internalizes the suspen-

sion system. Very neat!

The GMC Crossover Concept vehicle was outstanding, as was 
the new Ford mini-truck, the Transit. In my opinion, Ford has 
a winner here with this vehicle. 

Then I saw it, without a doubt, the most outstanding vehicle 
in the show… the 1941 Lincoln Continental. Edsel Ford and 
Bob Gregorie’s creation stood out like a beacon in the fog. 
Simple, clean lines, distinctive in shape and elegant in stature... 
this is true “rolling sculpture.” The spare tire mounted proudly 
on the outside of the deck lid gave the “Continental” it place 
in history.

GM Heritage Center Visit
There will be a visit to the GM Heritage Center on Friday, 
March 12 from 1-5PM sponsored by the Eastside A’s. This 
is a great collection of auto history. The Heritage Center is 
located at 6400 Center Drive in Sterling Heights and the cost 
is $10/person.  For more information please contact Don 
Olson at 586.752.7919 or olsonfordguy37@comcast.net .

mailto:olsonfordguy37@comcast.net
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February Show & Tell:
PAPER!   - READ ALL ABOUT IT!! - PAPER! 

by
Bill Timoszyk

1957 Ford wall poster.

Mustang Model and antique Wards Auto Year Book.

1947-1948 Ford advertisements. 

Noreen Mehlouse and her 1954 Kaiser Darrin.

Vertex magneto for 427 engine.

February Show and Tell was truly a paper night, lots of 
paper! Larry Miller displayed a large original 1957 Ford 

wall poster showing most models of 1957 passenger cars. This 
was approximately 3 x 4 feet and had great detail. Larry told 
us that reproductions are available.

Greg Sanchez brought several items including a 1970 Meteor 
(Canadian) sales brochure, a 1954 Lincoln Mercury Times, 
1955 Ford postcards, a 1956 Ford Holley carburetor manual, 
and a toy 65/66 Mustang model.

Hank Dawson brought Wards Auto Year Books from 1960, 
1961, 1964. These cover all cars—not only Ford products.

Larry Wolahon  brought original 1947-1948 Ford advertisements. 

Nick Zarkarian showed the only car part:  an aftermarket 
Vertex magneto for an early 427 Ford engine—a  nice rare 
find to make your Hi-Po Ford run even faster!

An interesting presentation was made by member Tom 

Mehlouse’s cousin Noreen Mehlouse. Noreen owns and 
finished restoring a 1954 Kaiser Darrin. She inherited the car 
from her father. Noreen had photos and articles to aid her in 
her talk. Noreen’s father also owned a Waco airplane at one 
time that my brother Jim worked on. Small world! 

Thanks to all the members and non member Noreen for 
making this an interesting Show and Tell!

Don’t miss the next meeting-- its the last one during the winter!
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A damaged Mustang (l) and the collapsed tent (r).

Your Ad 
Could Go Here!
Please Contact:

Bob Guetschow
248-328-9113

rguetschow@comcast.net

Club Member at Russo-Steele Auction Storm

Club member Bob Haas was at the Russo-Steele auction in 
Arizona the day of the storm. “I left a few minutes before 

the storm and was out on the 101 loop freeway when the 
traffic came to a stop because the tent blew onto the freeway. I 
was at a dead stand still for one hour,” reported Bob. 

The massive storm that struck the Russo-Steele auction 
grounds on Thursday, January 21 caused, according to 
estimates, $1.5 million in damages. That includes a massive 
tent protecting the classics falling, scratching and denting 600 
cars.  More details can be found at http://www.azfamily.com/
news/Tents-collapse-at-luxury-car-auction-due-to-severe-
storm-82320467.html .

CZ Safety Series:
Fire Safety

I thought that this article is of value to our members as it focuses 
particularly on children. More details can be found at http://

www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/001931.htm .

•	 Install smoke detectors in hallways, sleeping areas, the 
kitchen, and garage. Test them once a month and change 
the batteries regularly. 

•	Do not smoke in bed. 
•	Keep matches and other flammable materials out of reach 

of children. 
•	Never leave a burning candle or fireplace fire unattended. 
•	Establish fire escape routes from every room in your house 

and teach family members what to do in case of a fire. 
•	Have twice-a-year fire drills to practice escaping. 
•	Keep fire extinguishers in handy locations. Have at least 

one extinguisher on each level of your home. 
•	Know how to use a fire extinguisher. In an emergency, you 

must be able to act fast. 
•	Teach children about fires. Explain how they are 

accidentally started and how to prevent them. 

•	Children’s sleepwear should be specifically labeled as snug-
fitting or flame-resistant. Using other clothing, including 
loose-fitting garments, increases the risk of severe burns if 
the item catches fire. 

•	Make sure household wiring is up-to-date. 
•	 Store flammable materials away from heat sources, water 

heaters, and open-flame space heaters. 
•	 Supervise children when they are using fireworks. Never 

assume that a child will read and follow safety instructions. 

http://www.azfamily.com/news/Tents-collapse-at-luxury-car-auction-due-to-severe-storm-82320467.html
http://www.azfamily.com/news/Tents-collapse-at-luxury-car-auction-due-to-severe-storm-82320467.html
http://www.azfamily.com/news/Tents-collapse-at-luxury-car-auction-due-to-severe-storm-82320467.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/001931.htm
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/001931.htm
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The FMRCOA Roving Reporter: 
In Kalamazoo

Brian’s Tip:  More on Tires
by

 Brian Kuta

Only one swap meet this month, but it was a good one.  
This year was the 44th annual Kalamazoo swap meet 

held at the fairgrounds (same place as the NSRA street rod 
show in September).   

I have been attending this meet since the mid-1960’s and have 
only missed one year since then.  The admission is $5, plenty 
of free parking, and three large rooms and one small one full 
of old car parts.  

This year the fire marshal made the club enlarge the aisles due 
to the tight conditions last year.  They lost one row in the 
move, but it was MUCH easier to walk and see the tables.  The 
meet attracts a very large turnout of vendors and spectators, 
and this year was no exception.  Everyone in our group found 
several items to work on over the cold winter months.  

This meet is held on the first weekend in February every year, so 
it is pretty easy to remember from year to year.  Although not 
exactly “next door,” it is in my estimation well worth the drive.  

Until next month, get those car projects done, spring is just 
around the corner!

Not too long ago I did an article on tires.  However, I 
omitted some very important information, and that is to 

let everyone know that tires do have a ‘shelf life.’   

A tire’s normal life span is about six or seven years, and certainly 
never, ever more than ten years. Because of specialty cars that 
do not put much mileage on them, or RV’s, trailers and any 
other thing we own with tires on it; we have that tendency to 
just look at the depth of the thread and think they’ve got miles 
and miles of life left in them. 

Also, beware when you are buying ‘new’ tires,  because you just 
don’t know how old the ‘new’ tires really are. 

Tires have a date of manufacture stamped in them. That 
stamp is usually found after the size of the tire, and is usually 
is in a recessed oval on the tire. There you will see a weird 
combination of numbers that looks like: ‘4202’. That means 
that particular tire was manufactured during the 42nd week of 
2002. It’s always the week within the year so, don’t be buying 
tires that have their useful life already expired, or almost 
expired, as your life rides on those tires; and a tire coming 
apart can  really do some bad things to your vehicle too! For 
more information, please see http://abcnews.go.com/Video/
playerIndex?id=4826897 .

http://abcnews.go.com/Video/playerIndex?id=4826897
http://abcnews.go.com/Video/playerIndex?id=4826897
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The Temrowski Museum in Warren, MI. 

Postcards from the Past
by

Lou Ironside

   For Sale 
August 2009

It is cold outside, so what a great time to visit a museum and see 
out favorite subject: cars.  However, this postcard is of a museum 

that only a few of the older members can visit in their memory. 

In the early 1940’s Joseph Temrowski, a lawyer and real estate 
broker, started collecting pre 1910 automobiles.  His collection 
eventually was placed in a building at 32946 VanDyke Avenue 
in what was later to become Warren, MI.  

The museum, according to the postcard, was open Sunday 
afternoons in the summer and was called “A Cavalcade of 
Horseless Carriages,” and contained only pre-1910 vehicles.  
This postcard shows the interior of this first museum, with a 
“portly” Mr. Temrowski admiring his collection.  
In the late 1950’s, Mr. Temrowski built a larger museum at 
VanDyke and 26 Mile road and moved the collection there.  
By this time there were some “newer” cars including a Tucker.  
Again, the collection remained on public view on Sundays 
with no admission.  Mr. Temrowski passed away in the late 
1960’s, and his heirs had little use for the museum and turned 
off the heat, lights and dehumidifiers, along with doing no 
repairs to the building.  
The last time I saw the collection was in the early 1970’s: the 
roof was leaking, the cars were leaving rust stains on the floor, 
and not long after the collection was auctioned off  leaving an 
empty building with lots of memories.  
The first museum in Warren still stands, and today is used 
as a Micky Shorr Auto Radio store.  The inside still looks 
very similar to the interior shot on the postcard.  The second 
museum at 26 Mile stood vacant for many years and was used 
for some other purposes until it was torn down and replaced 
with a McDonalds.  
Occasionally, in the pre-1916 section of Hemmings, you 
will see an ad that states: ‘..was once part of the Temrowski 
collection..” Not too many people now know what that means 
any more --  only a few of us “old guys.”
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Wanted 

   For Sale 
February 2010

Classified

• 1986 T-bird 302 engine $250; 1987 Ranger 2300 engine $150; 
1968 Mustang 302 engine $250; 2001 Ford Explorer sport-trac 
bed cover, new. $75; 1932-34 Ford 1½ ton truck chassis $250; 
Fire engine bed 60X120X40 $350; 1989 Escort, 1.9 engince, 
5-speed, bad motor $500; 9-N Ford tractor, no rust, runs $2,000 
or best. Roger Hodyka. 517-282-473
• New Ford pistons C80Z-6108-L .030 cast for 428 Cobra Jet. 
$225. Complete air conditioning system for 1968 Mustang 
with big block. $925. Scott Vorrath. 734-854-2983.
• 1959 292 block, heads, intake, carb. dist.  $100.  Fox 
Mustang 4 lug black Renel wheels with lock nuts $100. 
Complete set of 4. Gary Holmstrom. 313-277-3475.
• 2 Ford blade fans. $15 each. 2-good 235-65R/17 BF Goodrich 
tires BW drive or for spares. $15 each. 1951 grill center bar, 
$25. 1951 Chevy hood ornament. $20. 1954 Ford clock. Good 
chrome and dial. $20. Mercury Italian waffle rim wheel 16-7. 
Very good & shiny. $50. Hank Dawson. 810-231-3184.
• 1957 Ford retractable hardtop shop manual. Operation and 
troubleshooting. $25. G. Beard. 248-305-8031.
• T-bucket frame. Rolling chassis with rear end. $1200 and 
front axle. Tom. 810-765-3176.
• 1928 Chrylser 4-dr., 6 cyl. older restoration. Runs and 
shows well. $15,000. Pete Vrouwerff. 519-738-4516.
• 1972-1979 Torino-Matego wagon gas tank. 1979-1982 full 
size Ford-Merc wagon gas tank. Gas powered air comp. $150. 
Dave Wallace. 313-928-2095.
• Free club rosters ’85 – ’08 and club swap meet flyers ’84 – 
’08. Vic Hollingshead. 248-474-4356.
• 1939 Ford oil bath air cleaner. Harry McAuliffe. 313-534-5974.

• Used oil (waste oil). Bring to the meetings.  John Miller. 
586-756-4279 or 313-891-2640.
• 1964 ½ Ford Mustang hood in excellent condition. G. 
Beard. 248-305-8031.
• Looking for a 2001-2005 T-bird convertible. Wally 
Wigand. 734-522-6477.
• 1998-2000 Grand Marquis 16” alloy wheel. Robert Hill. 
248-921-3683.
• 1962 Ford parts. ’49-’51 Mercury parts. Tom Von Meyer. 
810-765-4515 or 586-776-6116.
• 1934 Ford model BB truck fuel gauge needed. Tom 
Gehringer. 313-386-2310.
• Mid size classic $4,000 limit “wanted”. Jeff Martoia. 734-812-9255.
• Looking for 1994-’95 lightning console.  Dennis Martoia. 734-377-7286.
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Federal Industrial Services, Inc.
Specialize in Sandblasting & Metalizing

Glass Bead Blasting – Plastic Media Blasting
Large and Small Orders – Fast Turnaround             

11223 E. 8 Mile Rd. • Warren, MI 48089 
 (586) 427-6383

Wanted 

   For Sale 
January 2010

Classified

• 2008 Bullet Mustang. Brand new, just 500 miles, must sell.  
$30,000 or best offer. Paul Coleman. 313-820-6712.
• 1948 Ford 4dr. sedan. No rust. Fully restored. Asking 
$8,000.  Jerry Clos. 586-786-6027.
• 1934 Ford engine. Ran great when removed. $900. Don 
Olson. 586-752-7919.
• 1941 Ford CPE-39 Ford 2dr. sedan. Pat Beattie. 248-545-4128.
• Collectible automobile magazines. Various issues. ’89-’02. 
15 copies -$5. Vic Hollingshead.  248-474-4356.
• Cars & parts magazines from ’88-’94. Free. Vic Hollingshead. 
248-474-4356.
• 1966 Corvette convertible 427 4-speed.  Mike Kanalos. 734-284-0003.
• Hood deflector and red tonneau cover for ’04-’08 Ford 
F150.  Lowell Reams. 734-455-4156.
• 1967 Ford XPL (heavy duty C6) 3-speed automatic trans, 
complete, all intact. $100. Adrian Clements. 248-760-4343.
• 1969 Ford Nos full size left front fender, 1971 Ford Nos full 
size left front fender, 1969-71 Ford Nos gas tank. C.J. Rivers. 
248-446-1534.
• 1935 Ford Radio. Bill Timoszyk. 734-421-2076.
• Thunderbird trunk lid airfoil pearl white. $50 nos.  New 
auto command professional series deluxe remote control 
car starter-works to 1000ft. $25. 1966 Ford/Mercury shop 
manual. $40.  Hank Dawson. 810-231-3184.
• 1986 T-bird 302 engine $250; 1987 Ranger 2300 engine $150; 
1968 Mustang 302 engine $250; 2001 Ford Explorer sport-trac 
bed cover, new. $75; 1932-34 Ford 1 ½ ton truck chassis $250; 
Fire engine bed, no rust, 60”X120”X40” $350; 1989 Escort, 1.9 
engince, 5-speed, bad motor $500; 9-N Ford tractor, no rust, 
runs $2,000 or best. Roger Hodyka. 517-282-4738

• Used oil (waste oil). Bring to the meetings.  John Miller. 
586-756-4279 or 313-891-2640.
• Edsel lens by the dash and the door for each side.  Also, 
Edsel 1958 station wagon tail lights or information of anyone 
having parts. Koni Anhorn. 
• 1942-1948 Ford radiator.  Condition not important, as it will be 
used as a mock up for an engine conversion.  Bill Large. 586-677-4790.
• Electric trans made before 1969. Mike Kanalos. 734-284-0003.
• Corvette parts. 1953-1967. Mike Kanalos.  734-284-0003.
• 1966-1977 Bronco rear axle; 1946-48 Ford front axle assm.; 
1928-31 Model A frame stock or street rod; 1932-40 Ford 
pick-up rear fender. 1932-40 ford pick-up frame; 1932-41 
Ford pick-up bed. Roger Hodyka. 517-282-4738.
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Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America
P.O. Box 2938
Dearborn, MI   48123

Clockwise from top left: Harry Hart and Wally Zale go wheel-
to-wheel at Motor City Speedway in Detroit in 1941;  the Offy 
midget engine; a restored Kurtis Kraft Offy at Oldtimers Day, 
Winchester Speedway (IN) 2009; a restored 1946 classic post-
war V8-60 midget up for auction.

Top: Ford Transit  Connect, 2010 NAIAS Truck of the year. Bot-
tom: Morgan Aero Supersports (l),  GMC Granite concept car (r).

V8-60 PhotoS, cont. from page 7. NaiaS PhotoS, cont. from page 9. 


