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Ron Edward’s 1959 Galaxie Skyliner, proudly displaying its roof in 
mid-flight.. 

Art & Mike “drive” a Model T while Bob supervises.
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A smiling Ray working on his “baby!”

“I always wanted to put one of these 1932 Ford kit cars 
together,” commented Ray Crout as we chatted. Ray 

finally got a chance to do this in the winter of 2006.

An acquaintance of his in Grosse Isle bought a kit but found it 
too difficult to assemble -- and too costly to complete. So Ray 
purchased it from him and he and a friend, Don Walker, had it 
together by the spring of 2007—just before the Fort Street Cruise!

Don’t forget to bring a Toy for Tots to December Meeting!

Recently FMRCOA Board Members Art Cervi, Bob 
Guetschow, Mike Fontana, and Steve Rohde visited the  

Detroit Historical Museum at the invite of Peter Poulos, the 
museum’s Director of Marketing & Sales.
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This month we thank Ray Crout for the Feature Vehicle 
material, Jim Hamilton for his photo, and Van Nazarian 

for his contributions and willingness to be a Staff Contributor. 
We also thank new member Adrian Clements for his article 
about Ford Galaxies. Adrian is the Web Master, Galaxie 
Gathering Coordinator and Membership Coordinator for the 
Motor City Galaxie Club (www.motorcitygalaxieclub.com). 
Finally, thanks again go to our team of Staff Contributors for 
providing material for this newsletter.

Since many of us and our families have been affected by the 
Swine Flu, this month’s safety article addresses flu prevention.

We can still use more Feature Vehicle articles. And with a 
larger newsletter, we do need more material!

If you want to report on an event that you attended, let me know.
Just give me a call (734.717.5444), email me, or put something 
in the mailbox. Typically, it really doesn’t take more than a 10-15 
minute conversation to get great “stuff” for an article.

Consider the 15th of the month as a deadline for getting 
announcements or other materials to me for that month’s newsletter. 

Finally, don’t forget to visit our website www.fmrcoa.org where 
you can read these newsletters in color and see more event 
pictures, and videos. 

Steve Rohde, Editor

http://www.fmrcoa.org
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It was great to see Leo  
Chounard feeling better and 
able to attend our November 
meeting!  It may have been 
the first time his wife, Sandra, 
attended one of our meetings in 
the 40+ years that Leo has been 
a club member!

Art Cervi, President

New Members

November 2009
Our 40th anniversary and still going strong!

How unusual is 138 members at a meeting in November?  
As the old saying goes, “..and still they came.”  Maybe 

it’s that our nice (for this time of the year) weather has kept a 
few of our “snowbirds” from leaving town.  Our membership 
numbers continue to grow, and to our new members I say 
“Welcome…glad to have you with us.”

Our next club outing is Holiday Nights at Greenfield Village 
on Saturday, December 12th.  If you’ve never been there you 
are really missing out on a great event.  Once you go through 
the gates you go back in time as you meet folks on the street 
strolling, the homes are lit, and you can smell the food cooking 
in the kitchens.  Free skating, Model T rides, horse drawn 
wagon rides, and the carousel.  If you miss it this year do give 
it some serious thought for next year.

Our selection of officers is over and we will be returning the 
Board of last year.  On behalf of the entire Board, I would like 
to thank you for your support in retaining us.  We will continue 
to work as hard as we can to live up to your expectations.

Once again I would like to remind you about volunteering to 
give us a head count and to alert Jason (at the hall) that the 
meeting will be ending shortly and that they can start putting 
out the food.  I was hoping someone would step up at our last 
meeting but it didn’t happen.  If I don’t hear soon I’ll mention 
it at the next meeting and hopefully we’ll get someone.

To all of you a Happy Thanksgiving!

John Garron
60725 Deer Creek Dr.
South Lyon, MI  48178
(313) 805-7660
brutisg@hotmail.com
  1967 Ford Mustang Fastback
  1973 Ford Mustang Mach 1

Paul Storrs (Judy)
2525 Melvin
Rochester Hills, MI  48307
(248) 852-3714
pstorrs1@gmail.com

Bill Derr 
9199 Redbud Ave.
Plymouth, MI  48170
(734) 455-7525
willmbil@aol.com
  1967 Ford Galaxie 500 2dr hardtop
  1967 Ford Galaxie 500 convertible
  1967 Ford Galaxie Ltd. 2dr hardtop
  1967 Ford Galaxie Ltd. 2dr hardtop 

James Wandrie (Barb)
2215 Clawson B-109
Royal Oak, MI  48073
(248) 850-7724
centerhorse@yahoo.com

George Dutton (Laura)
19520 Albany Ave.
Southfield, MI  48075
(248) 356-4206
  1965 Ford Galaxie 500 Ltd.
  1978 Ford Thunderbird

mailto:brutisg@hotmail.com
mailto:pstorrs1@gmail.com
mailto:willmbil@aol.com
mailto:centerhorse@yahoo.com
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2009 FMRC Meetings & Events Calendar

Below is the tentative table of meetings and events for 
2009.  New information will be posted each month 

as events and dates are “firmed” up. Bold font represents 
club sponsored activities.  Also, if you have an idea for a 
Club event, please let a Board Member know!

Color Tour PhoTos AvAilAble

Dec. 2 Club Meeting -  7:30 PM
Dec. 12 Christmas Walk-Greenfield 

Village  

The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old 
car or truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested 

in how you came about finding your vehicle of choice, 
and what you have done to enhance its beauty, and / or 
mechanical condition. Simply mail or e-mail us your article 
accompanied with a photo to:

STEVE ROHDE
rohdesteve@gmail.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
2955 Bateson Ct.

Ann Arbor, MI. 48105
734.717.5444

YOUR CAR!

The Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America, Inc. 
newsletter, “The Rotunda Times”, its contents, Club logo, 
articles, and artwork are the property of the Ford and 
Mercury Restorers Club of America. No changes, additions, 
deletions or reproductions are permissible without the 
written approval of the Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of 
America, Inc and its duly authorized representatives.

Our monthly club meetings are  at St Mary’s Cultural 
Center at 18100 Merriman Rd in Livonia between 6 
and 7 Mile Roads. This is the beautiful facility where we 
have held the last several dinner dances. Moreover, it has a 
extremely large parking lot enabling club cars to be easily 
parked together (and the food is good!).

Meetings are on the first Wednesday of each month and 
begin at 7:30 PM. And do bring a friend!

Monthly Club Meeting Location

Mark your calendars:

Saturday December 12
6:30-10 PM

Tickets will sell out early!
Contact:

Bob Guetschow
248-328-9113

or
rguetschow@comcast.net

2010 FMRCOA Dinner Dance 
Scheduled for January 16, 2010
at the St Mary’s Cultural Center.

Debra Levasseur took individual photos of the members’ cars at 
Three Cedars Farm.  Please contact her if you’d like  to purchase 
an 8x10 or larger photo of your car. Debra’s phone number is 
248-634-9806 and her email is twogalaxies@juno.com .

mailto:twogalaxies@juno.com
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Time To Renew youR membeRship foR 2010!

New Club Member an Advertising & 
Photography Pro

Van and his camera!

The FMRCOA Membership Advantage!!!!!!

Your Board officers and Editors take extra effort to 
bring you FREE Classifieds and Schedule of Events 

found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage 
of these benefits your membership provides. Post your 
schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your 
ads at a meeting or mail to Phil Lyon, our ad editor.  For 
more information on becoming a member go to   http://
www.fmrcoa.org/  or write to:

FMRCOA Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938

Dearborn MI  48123
Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31

Please mail your dues in or pay at a meeting!

Meet the New Members
by 

Terry Worful

George Dutton

James Wandrie

Antonio Calderoni

I’m George Dutton and was 
born on September 8, 1952 in 

Cheyboygan, MI. My wife’s name is 
Laura and I’m a retired electrician.
My first car was a ‘58 Chevy Bel 
Air and I started collecting cars in 
2004 with a ‘65 Ford Galaxie 500 
LTD. I also like to hunt.
If I could own any other car other 
than a Ford it would be a ‘65 Corvette  
because I like the body style.
I do some of my own work on the 

cars and joined the club because of the difficulty in finding parts.

I’m James Wandrie and was born on 
June 13, 1945 in Highland Park, 

MI. My wife is Barb and I retired 
from the Army and also from the 
California Department of Correction.
My first car was a 1954 Mercury. 
I haven’t started collecting cars yet, 
but am looking for something in 
the 40’s. My other hobby is guns.
If I could own any car other than a 
Ford it would be a MOPAR because 
my grandfather worked for Chrysler.

I plan to work on my own car, and I joined the FMRCOA 
because my friends twisted my arm!

My name is Antonio Calderoni and was born on January 
14, 1942 in Detroit, MI. I’m retired.

My first car was a 1957 Ford Fairlane 2 dr HT,  and a 1957 
Ford Sunliner Convertible was my first collector car. My other 
hobby is carpentry.
Nothing but a Ford for me!
I do mostly detailing.
I joined the FMRCOA for the networking with other Ford 
classic car owners.

“I was a typical Detroit child of the 40’s, growing up under 
an uncle who worked at Ford Motor Co for 49 years 

and was a true car-nut, and a father who personally hand-
crafted the suits for Sebastian S. Kresge,” remarked new club 
member Van Nazarian as we chatted.  The car thing stuck and 
Van became another car-nut!

 After high school, Van built street-rods, as a lot of guys did 
at that time (1957). “I did my share of chopping, channeling 
and engine-swapping, 
and had the fastest car 
on Woodward Avenue, 
until it was stolen!” Van 
continued.

While attending Wayne 
State University (WSU) 
where he studied 
industrial design, 
Van  worked in the 
Automotive Department 
at Montgomery Ward, 
and was responsible 
for helping to get the 
very first national retail 
store automotive parts department up and running at Ward’s  
Grand River and Greenfield Road store in  1959. 

Van gave Ed Iskenderian the advertising idea for “Isky Car-of-
the-Month,” that ran in all their national ads during the 60’s.  

Van also studied transportation design at the Center for 
Creative Studies (back then it was called Society of Arts 
Continued on page 9.
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November 2009
 FMRCOA Meeting Minutes 

November 2, 2009

About 138 club members  attended the meeting!
Above: Club’s oldest WWII Veteran Grant 
Beard leads Pledge of Allegiance. Below: 
Terry Worful takes care of membership 
renewal at the meeting.

A Note from the Treasurer

Another typical month. Dues are coming in at a 
good pace. Please keep it up! 

Steve Rohde, Treasurer

As the weather gets colder and colder, there are fewer and 
fewer cars to ogle, but thanks to some brave souls who have 

not yet put their babies to bed, the parking lot is still an attraction. 

The meeting began promptly at 7:30 and was opened with the 
pledge by our WWII vet, Grant Beard, in honor of another 
vet. 

Guests this month were as follows: Randy Luke who owns a 
‘57 Nomad and a ‘60 Caddy, Steve Wolski with a ‘32 Ford 5 
window coupe, Dave Weber with a ‘40 Mercury, and Greg 
Joganic with a ‘59 Galaxie. We hope all these guys with the 
cool cars will join our ranks. 

Bob passed out some new member badges. The minutes were 
approved and the Treasurer’s report was read and approved. 

Mike reviewed the October garage tour which many are saying 
was one of the best ever. All of the hosts were profusely thanked 
for opening up their treasures for us to see. We were sorry that 
Leo landed in the hospital, but we are glad he is mending well 
after a tough surgery. Thanks to his family for stepping up to 
the plate in his absence. 

Art, Mike, Bob, and Steve recently visited the Detroit 
Historical Museum (see page 1) to see the Cougar II and to 
explore the possibility of a club visit in the spring. Lots of 
hands went up indicating strong interest. 

All of us can help to make some kid’s Christmas a little brighter 
by remembering your TOYS FOR TOTS gift next meeting. 
Bring in a new unopened and unwrapped toy or toys and they 
will be taken by the US Marines to the distribution center. 
Steve is coordinating the Marine visit this year. 

Mark your calendar for the Annual Dinner Dance which will 
be held the same place where we have our meetings on January 
16. It will look lots fancier that night! 

Our planned speaker didn’t show so we had more time for 
some good car talk. Art’s joke, 50-50 raffle, Show and Tell, and 
a nice snack/meal topped off the night in fine style. 

                                  Phil Lyon, Secretary  
   (with some good help from Beth)  
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1959 GAlAxie cont. from page 1 

When the 1959 Fords were introduced to the buying 
public on Friday, October 17, 1958, the lineup 

consisted of 17 models available in six series.  The choices were 
the Custom 300 (3 models), Fairlane (2 models), Fairlane 
500 (6 models), Ranch Wagon (2 models), Country Sedan 
(3 models), and Country Squire (1 model).  The top-of-the-
line 1959 Ford, the Fairlane 500, was available as a Fairlane 
500 Town Sedan (4-door sedan), Fairlane 500 Club Sedan 
(2-door sedan), Fairlane 500 Town Victoria (4-door hardtop), 
Fairlane 500 Club Victoria (2-door hardtop), Fairlane 500 
Sunliner (2-door convertible), and Fairlane 500 Skyliner (2-
door retractable hardtop).

Less than 2 months later in mid-November 1958, a new top-
dog was unveiled by Ford:  the brand new Galaxie!  This new 
series was created by combining the body of the Fairlane 500 
with a new roof that featured distinctive wide C-pillars à la 
Thunderbird 2-door hardtop.  It made for a very striking car, 
which Ford advertised with a slogan that proclaimed “Married 
in Style to the Thunderbird.”  Prior to the introduction of the 
Galaxie, Ford had already been touting the 1959 Fords as “The 
World’s Most Beautifully Proportioned Cars.”  Ford was right, 
as the entire 1959 Ford lineup was awarded the Gold Medal 
of the Comité Français de l’Élégance (French Committee 
of Elegance) at the Brussels World’s Fair “pour proportions 
exceptionnelles et la ligne élégante” (literally translated as “for 
exceptional proportions and elegant lines”).

The new Galaxie models were produced in the same 6 body 
styles as the Fairlane 500 had been, the first 4 of which were 
now called the Galaxie Town Sedan, Galaxie Club Sedan, 
Galaxie Town Victoria and Galaxie Club Victoria.  What 
had previously been the Fairlane 500 Sunliner and Fairlane 
500 Skyliner no longer existed, having been removed from 
the Fairlane 500 series and put atop the Galaxie lineup, and 
now called the Galaxie Sunliner and Galaxie Skyliner. The 
removal of these 2 body styles from the Fairlane 500 lineup 
meant that the Fairlane 500 was now only available in the first 
4 body styles listed at the beginning of this article.  With the 
addition of the 4 new Galaxie models, the 1959 Ford lineup 

now consisted of an astounding 21 models in 7 series!  That 
type of selection within one vehicle lineup is nothing short of 
unimaginable in today’s bland automotive environment.

All Fairlane 500 models, whether produced prior to or after 
the introduction of the Galaxie, carried a “Fairlane” script 
and individual “5” “0” “ 0” numbers on the rear of the body, 
with the middle “0” acting as a swing-away cover for the 
trunk lock.  Additionally, these cars sported “Fairlane 500” 
scripts at the top rear of each quarterpanel.  The Galaxie 
models saw the “Fairlane 500” quarterpanel scripts replaced 
with “Galaxie” scripts, but interestingly enough, the “Fairlane 
500” on the rear was retained.  The casual Ford enthusiast 
might be tempted to simply conclude that Ford didn’t deem it 
financially worthwhile to design and produce a new “Galaxie” 

rear script and a different trunk lock cover system, but there 
was a better reason than just money.  The real reason was time, 
or the lack of it, to be more precise.  You see, the original 
name that Ford intended to use for the new top-of-the-line 
series was “Fairlane 700”, which would have perfectly used 
all of the “Fairlane 500” tooling for the rear end with the sole 
exception of a minor expenditure to replace the number “5” 
with a “7”.  I, for one, am glad that in September 1958, Ford 
instead elected to use the name “Galaxie”, because almost 50 
years later, “Fairlane 700” still sounds goofy!  Unfortunately, 
the presence of “Fairlane 500” on the back end of every 1959 
Galaxie has lead to scores of people referring to these cars 
as a 1959 Fairlane 500 Galaxie, a practice which is entirely 
incorrect.  The Ford literature is quite clear on this distinction, 
though admittedly the cars themselves are not.

The 1959 Fords could be ordered with 4 different engines and 
4 different transmissions. The standard engine was the Mileage 
Maker Six (223-1V, 145 hp), with the optional engines being, 
in order of increasing power, the Thunderbird 292 V-8 (292-
2V, 200 hp), the Thunderbird 332 Special V-8 (332-2V, 225 
hp), and the Thunderbird 352 Special (352-4V, 300 hp).  
The transmission choices available were conventional drive 
(3-speed manual), overdrive (3-speed manual plus automatic 
overdrive), Fordomatic (2-speed automatic), and Cruise-O-
Matic (3-speed automatic).  There were a total of 13 different 
engine and transmission combinations allowable.

Club Member Jim Hamilton’s 
1959 Skyliner was featured in 
the August  issue of Cruis’news.
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Ford’s Cougar II Concept Car.
1959 Ford Skyliner advertisement.

MuseuM cont. from page 1 
Among the new exhibitions that opened this fall at the museum 
is VeloCity: Detroit’s Need for Speed, an exhibit devoted to 
Detroit’s appetite for speed that provides an in-depth look at 
a wide variety of competitions including dragsters, stock cars, 
hydroplanes, sailboats, airplanes, and even track and swimming!

 Key artifacts displayed in that exhibit include  a complete 
22-foot top-fuel dragster built and raced in 1976 by legendary 
owner Robert “Poncho” Rendon of Roseville;  the 1947 
Presidents Cup hydroplane trophy presented to Danny Foster, 
driver of the Miss Pepsi; a C-stock hydroplane raced in the late 
1950s and 1960s; and  a mini-sports car that invites kids of all 
ages to climb behind the wheel.

 Also, a one-of-a-kind concept car from Ford Motor Company 

In a numerical coincidence, there were also 13 different 
exterior paint colors available on the 1959 Fords, running the 
gamut from plain white to basic black.  Some of the colors 
had fanciful names such as Raven Black  and Geranium Pink.  
Sometimes two colors could be combined for application 
to a vehicle.  One of the least common but most striking 
combinations was a Raven Black lower body color with a 
Geranium Pink upper body color.
There were 40 separate interior trim choices for the 1959 Ford 
lineup. The trim descriptions were as eloquent as “Radiant 
Gold Sof-Textured Vinyl Bolster.”
Some of the available optional equipment for the 1959 Fords 
were Power Brakes, Master Guide Power Steering, Power 
Windows, Power Seat, Equa-Lock Differential, Signal-Seek 
Radio, MagicAire Fresh Air Heater and Defroster, SelectAire 
Conditioner, I-Rest Tinted Safety Glass, Safety Package “A” 
(consisted of padded instrument panel and sun visors), Safety 
Package “B” (included 2 seat belts that could be installed in 
the front or rear), Aquamatic Windshield Washer-Wiper, Rear 
Fender Shields, Rocker Panel Trim, Front Bumper Extensions, 
Front and Rear Bumper Guards, Hood Ornament, Wheel 
Cover Dress-Up Kit, Sports Spare Wheel Carrier (commonly 

referred to as a 
“continental kit”), 
Bu m p e r - Mo u n t e d 
Exhaust Deflector, 
and Station Wagon 
Luggage Rack.  With 
this incredible choice 
of options, it was a 
simple matter for the 
proud owner to make 
his or her 1959 Ford 
unique among its road 
mates.
Introduced during the 
1957 model year and 
produced through the 
end of the 1959 model 

year, the Skyliner was Ford’s industry-first retractable hardtop.  
The Skyliner was essentially a specialized 2-door convertible 
with an all-steel roof that fully retracted into the trunk area at 
the touch of a button.   With the roof in the trunk, there wasn’t 
a lot of room left over for luggage, but it certainly was a stylish 
way to travel.  The Ford Skyliner was quite successful, with 
48,394 units produced during its 3 model year run.  In fact, 
the Skyliner was the 3rd or 4th best selling convertible for the 
1957, 1958 and 1959 model years, easily outselling a host of  
mostly cheaper Pontiacs, Plymouths, Dodges, Oldsmobiles, 
Ramblers, Imperials, Buicks, Cadillacs, Chryslers, DeSotos, 

Mercurys, Lincolns, Edsels, and the Thunderbird.
Any way you look at it, the 1959 Galaxie Skyliner was the 
high-point of the 6 Galaxie models available for the 1959 
model year.  And, as the grandfather of a series that would 
see millions of them produced over a span of 16 model years, 
many consider the 1959 Galaxie Skyliner to be the ultimate 
Galaxie.  I count myself among them.

Editor’s Note:  Adrian’s article was originally published in  the 
Motor City Galaxie Club Newsletter and the International 
Ford Retractable Club’s magazine, The Skyliner.

– the Cougar II – is the new featured vehicle in the museum’s 
Automotive Showplace.  The fastback red coupe, designed by 
Eugene Bordinat, was built in 1963 as a prototype and potential 
competitor for Chevrolet’s iconic Corvette.  Equipped with 
a V8 engine and a 4-speed transmission, the Cougar II was 
never put into production.

Based upon our visit and the interest of the members, as 
demonstrated at the October club meeting, we will tour 
the Detroit Historical Museum in the spring. For more 
information, please see: http://www.detroithistorical.org/ .

http://www.detroithistorical.org/
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No nonsense under this hood!

FeATure vehiCle  cont. from page 1 

Impressive graphic design 
for Cobra created by Van.

The advertisement below is from John Clor, noted journalist 
and automotive editor who spoke at our July meeting.  This 
volume makes a great gift. In fact, last year’s edition sold out in 
just 12 weeks last Christmas season!

Small World!

Last July Steve Rohde of Quantum Signal & Karl Iagnemma of 
MIT were at the Michigan Proving Grounds (MPG) in Romeo to do 
some testing with the Army – and who showed up & coordinated 
the testing for the MPG:  Club Member Bill Gipperich!

Order online at 
www.

SvtoaStore
.com

The Perfect  
Gift!  

45th Anniv. Edition! 
A colorful “Insider’s” 
History Called  “The 

Finest Mustang Book … 
Ever!” Includes 16 Pull-Out 

Historical Artifacts, 
Plus a CD of Engine Sounds! 

Also available: 
Powered By SVT 
Ford SVT 1993-2003 
hardcover History.
Not Sold In Stores!

Ray installed a 350 cubic inch Chevrolet engine and a 
THM 350 transmission in the car. A Mustang II front end 
was incorporated, an 8.75” Mustang rear end, and Lincoln 
brakes in the back. In addition, Ray fabricated and installed a 
plywood floor; wired the vehicle; and had glass put in.  

Ray drove the car every week locally.

Ray has been a club member for the past several years. He has 
been married to his wife, Bonnie, for 43 years and has two 
grown children and several grandchildren. 

Ray retired in 1995 from TACOM in Warren where he was a 
mechanic. He worked in the service garage repairing carriers 
and hi-lo’s. For the last five years Ray repaired common 
machines such as lathes.  Then, after retiring, Ray went to 
work again in 1996 driving a semi-truck and retired 10 years 
later for the second time.

When asked about our club, Ray commented: “I like the club! 
It’s better than other clubs that I belonged to. You guys always 
come up with stuff to do!...How about we schedule a tour to 
Jay Leno’s garage?”  Now that would really be a tour!

& Crafts) under Homer LaGasse and Bob McCrea (1965). 
Homer was Chief of Advanced Styling at FOMOCO and was 
responsible for the GT40 under Henry Ford II. Bob was Chief 
designer at GM, in the Corvette Sting-Ray Studio. 

Van spent the next 25 years in the advertising field, with 
Kelvinator Appliance as a major client. He was the Art Director 
on all accounts there. 

Still having the automotive “bug,” Van started pursuing 
automotive photography as a passion around 1985 and, in his 
words,  “I am totally hooked on this art today, and shoot using 
the ‘Carshots’ name.”

We are delighted to have Van as a club member and contributor 
to the Rotunda Times!  Some of Van’s photographs can be seen 
at  http://kodakgallery.com/carshotsgallery.

vAn, cont. from page 3. 
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November Show & Tell:
A Unique Array of Items!

by
Bill Timoszyk

1950’s Salesman’s Manuals.

1960’s NOS friction powered toy trucks.

What a cool license plate!

Left: Ford Times 
cookbooks.

Below: Some pho-
tos from Mark’s drag 
racing album.

Detroit Dragway in the ‘60’s. Note the four laned competition!

Adrian Clements brought in a very nice group of Ford, 
Mercury and Edsel Dealer Salesman’s Manuals. The 

collection consisted of: 1952 Mercury Sales Manual, 1953 
Lincoln Sales Manual, 1958 Ford Facts, and 1959 Edsel 

Data. These were in thick 
ring leaf binders. Truly 
some neat old FoMoCo 
ephemera!

Harry McAullife brought in 
a front mount license type 
advertising plate from Skippy’s 
Hot Rod Shops of Detroit—

probably from the 1950’s. Skippy’s main store was in Dearborn at 5842 
Michigan Ave, and there were 
others in the Metro Detroit 
area. True Hot Rod nostalgia 
from the Detroit area!

Hank Dawson came with three  
tin friction powered metal toy 
trucks from the 1960’s. They appeared to be  nice NOS toys.

Gordon Leslie displayed a copy of a photo taken at Detroit 
Dragway in the 1960’s when some drag run offs were done 4 cars 
abreast!  This interesting concept was short lived due to safety 
concerns. Gordon also brought in a commemorative coin struck 
by Ford Motor Company in 1978 to honor their 75th anniversary.

 Cole Grandy brought Ford Times Cookbooks circa 1960-
1970’s. These were a compilation of recipes procured from 
better restaurants visited by the Ford Times’ Travel staff. 
Cole also brought some currently available Ford toys by Hot 
Wheels. These models are currently available at Wal-Mart for 
97 cents, and surely at other stores.

Mark Sapienz brought in some very neat thick scrapbooks loaded 

with good racing photos of cars and 
drivers covering approximately the 
last 50 years -- great visuals for you 
racing fans!

Gordon “Sherlock Holmes”  
Michaels returned this month with 
Charley Rivers’  “who-done-it” 
blocked power steering hose from last 
month. Gordon found a production 
error in the line crimp that totally 
blocked the passageway. One never 
knows.

See you next month with more goodies!
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Your Ad 
Could Go Here!
Please Contact:

Bob Guetschow
248-328-9113

rguetschow@comcast.net

Load Index Table.

Speed Rating 
Table.

Brian’s Tip:  Deciphering Tire Sidewalls
by

 Brian Kuta

When we select a tire, the series of letters and numbers 
on the sidewall tells us a lot about what we’re getting 

for our money, and  exactly what the tire’s capabilities are for 
the service description and the Uniform Tire Quality Grade 
or UTQG. 

Say you look at a tire sized at P235/55R17 98W. The first 
number in the code, 235, is the tread width in millimeters.  
The next number, 55, is called the aspect ratio. Here, sidewall 
height is expressed as a percentage of the tread width. In this 

case it’s 55%, or slightly more than 
half the width of the tread. The R 
stands for radial tire, and the 17 tells 
you that it’s made to fit a wheel that 
is 17 inches in diameter. The second 
set of values, 98W, is the tire’s service 
description.

The service description is divided 
into two parts, the load index and the 
speed rating. The load index for cars 
and light trucks ranges from 70 to 
110. The load index table is shown for 
tires properly inflated.  

The second half of the service description is known as the 
speed  rating. Devised to give the buyer an awareness of the 
tire capability for safe operating speed, and it’s the W in our 
98W service description. 

Three of the most common speed ratings 
are S, H and V. It is very important 
that you note that these ratings do not 
apply to tires that are worn out, repaired, 
damaged, retreaded, or not properly 
inflated. It is also very important that you 
make sure the tire technician has paid 
attention to any unidirectional marking 
on the sidewall as required. 

 The UTQG ratings are for tread wear, 
traction and temperature. The tread wear 
grade is a comparative rating based on 
the wear rate of the tire tested for 7,200 
miles under controlled conditions on a 
U.S. government specified course. A tire 
rated at 150 would wear one half as well 
as a tire rated at 300. 

Speed 
Rating

Max
 MPH

M 81
N 87
P 93
Q 99
R 106
S 112
T 118
U 124
H 130
V(VR) 149
W (ZR) 168
V (ZR) 186

Load
 Index

Capacity 
(Pounds)

71 761
75 853
80 992
85 1,135
90 1,323
95 1,521
100 1,764
105 2,039
110 2,337

Traction grades are from highest to lowest. The highest mark 
is AA, followed by A, B, and C. The grades represent the tire’s 
ability to stop on wet pavement, as measured under controlled 
conditions on various surfaces. The traction testing is done 
as straight ahead traction, and doesn’t include cornering 
evaluation. 

The temperature grades are A, B and C, and represent the tire’s 
resistance to the generation of heat, and its ability to dissipate 
heat when tested under controlled conditions in an indoor 
laboratory. A is the best grade. These tests are done on a tire 
that is properly inflated and not overloaded. 
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The FMRCOA Roving Reporter: 
Season Wind Down

The Ford Thunderflite

As our swap meet season winds down for the year, there 
are still a couple swap meets in the area which are well 

worth attending.   The Adrian, MI swap meet the last Sunday 
in October has always been one of my favorites, and this year 
I was again pleased.  There is always an excellent selection of 
parts; a few cars for sale; and, although cool, decent weather.  

I spotted several FMRCOA members either vending or 
buying.  The swap areas was full with only one or two empty 
spots; however, there were several tables inside the building 
that were empty.  There is “preferred” parking if you drive your 
collector car, and there were at least fifty cars in that area.  

After a late breakfast, the wife and I did some antique hunting 
in the Irish Hills area and enjoyed the fall color.  All in all, an 

CZ Safety Series:
Avoiding the Flu – Precautions for Workers 

during the 2009-2010 Flu Season*

Right now, the 2009 H1N1 virus is not causing severe 
disease in most people. But the best way to reduce your 

risk of exposure is to use basic hygiene precautions and avoid 
close contact with ill people. More specifically:

	Stay at home if you are sick. 

	Wash your hands frequently with soap and water for 
20 seconds; use an alcohol-based hand rub if soap and 
water are not available. 

	Avoid touching your nose, mouth and eyes. 

	Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue, or cough 
and sneeze into your upper sleeve.  

	Clean your hands after coughing, sneezing, or 
blowing your nose.

	Keep frequently touched common surfaces (for 
example, telephones, computer equipment, etc.) clean. 

	Try not to use a coworker’s phone, desk, office, 
computer, or other work tools and equipment. If you 
must use a coworker’s equipment, consider cleaning it 
first with a disinfectant.

	Stay in shape. Eat a healthy diet. Get plenty of rest, 
exercise and relaxation. 

	Participate in any training offered by your employer. 
Make sure that you understand how to stay healthy 
at work. 

*For more information, please see http://www.osha.gov/h1n1/
protectyourself_nonhealthcare.html

http://www.osha.gov/h1n1/protectyourself_nonhealthcare.html
http://www.osha.gov/h1n1/protectyourself_nonhealthcare.html
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Ford Hydro-Electric Plant, in Iron Mountain, MI. 

Postcards from the Past
by

Lou Ironside

   For Sale 
August 2009

This month our postcard is from the Ford Hydro-Electric 
Plant, in Iron Mountain, MI.  Although this postcard 

was never mailed, we can date it from the 1940’s to early 
1950’s from the fact it says to apply a one cent postage stamp.  

This power plant supplied the power for the Iron Mountain 
Ford complex which built the wooden bodies for Sportsmans, 
and station wagons.  Due to the various drying ovens used in 
the finish process, the plant consumed plenty of electricity.  
We all know the story of Henry Ford and his first experiments 
with water power, and this was only one of his many plants 
that were supplied with what today we would call “green 
energy.”  He was ahead of his time in many ways including 
recycling and energy production.  Too bad some of the other 
companies did not follow his lead.

excellent day.  

Two weeks later I headed south to Bowling Green, OH for 
the 42nd annual swap meet at the Wood County Fairgrounds.  
Although a small meet by many standards, the selection never 
disappoints me.  There were quite a few early Ford items, along 
with the newer collector car items.  This year there were several 
inside spaces empty, and the outside vendor area, although 
full, contained spaces selling used clothing, and other “flea 
market” items.  If not controlled, these items can spell the end 
of the swap meet as buyers are looking for car parts! 

On a sad note, our area has lost another good swap meet.  
After 34 years, the Vintage Chevrolet Club has ended their 
swap meet which was the last Sunday in April at the Monroe 
Fairgrounds.  The club membership voted to end the meets 
due to the advancing age of club members.  I have been a 
vendor at that meet for most of the 34 meets and always did 
well.  They had a great location, over 400 vendors, and a good 
turnout of spectators…..they will be missed!
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Classified

   For Sale 
November 2009

• 1972 Cougar XR7 Convertible.  Rebuilt 351-4V 
Cleveland, auto, white, blue leather. Nice Car. $11,000 or 
best. Herb Offord. 248-684-5560.
• 1972 Mercury Capri. Complete interior. Front and rear 
seats, door panels and dash. Burgundy leather. Excellent 
condition! Art Cervi. 248-553-8897.
• 1937 V860 complete engine and trans. Running. $1,000. 
Al Sawallich. 517-552-0448.
• 1947 Chev. 2dr good body 327/4spd. Not running. 
$3,500. Jim Robb. 313-291-3147.
• Mini spare for 80’s escort. New. Free. Dave Wallace. 313-
928-2095.
• Stromberg 94’s. Good cores for rebuilding. $50 each. 
Dean. 734-626-4052.
• 2003 F250 Super Duty 2w.d. super cab. 8ft. bed XLT 
sport. Loaded. 59,000 miles. Excellent condition. Dark gray, 
black interior. Nick. 313-468-3687.
• ’59 Ford 292 shortblock heads 2brl intake exhaust 
manifolds. Gary Holmstrom. 313-277-375.
• 1967 Ford 390-2V 270hp V-8 engine, turns over, not ran 
in many years. Asking $350. Adrian Clements. 248-760-
4343.
• 1957 Ford 312 4-block 4 bar carb and manifold and 
rebuilt 3128 – block heads. Gerry Radtke. 248-685-2549.
• 1939 Ford 2dr Sedan; 1941 Ford Opera coupe. Pat Beattie. 
248-545-4128.
• 2 good 235-65R/17 BF Goodrich tires bw drive or for 
spares. $20 each. Hank Dawson. 810-231-3184.

• Used oil (waste oil). Bring to the meetings.  John Miller. 
586-756-4279 or 313-891-2640.
• Tail light lenses, windshield, and windshield rubber for 
1962 Mercury Montery convertible.  Avelino Rodriguez. 
602-363-4754.
• 1956 Buick 322 nail head water pump. Art Cervi. 248-
553-8897.
• 1957-1958 Mercury, Ford 2dr station wagon. Original or 
restored. Nick. 313-468-3687.
• Trunk moldings for 1946 Ford Coupe. Don Beers. 989-
883-2341.

Wanted
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Federal Industrial Services, Inc.
Specialize in Sandblasting & Metalizing

Glass Bead Blasting – Plastic Media Blasting
Large and Small Orders – Fast Turnaround             

11223 E. 8 Mile Rd. • Warren, MI 48089 
 (586) 427-6383

Classified

   For Sale 
October 2009

Wanted

• 31 spline Ford full heavy duty spool for 9” differential. $90. 
Richard Hyne. 517-223-9992 or rehyne@sbcglobal.net
• 2 ton foldable engine shop hoist with leveler, never used. 
$160. Richard Hyne. 517-223-9992 or rehyne@sbcglobal.net
• 1960 Ford panel truck, Lincoln 400/C6, call for many details. 
Richard Hyne. 517-223-9992 or rehyne@sbcglobal.net
• 17’ tunnel hull hydroplane, trailer, 85 H.P. Mercury project 
boat. $800. Richard Hyne. 517-223-9992 or rehyne@
sbcglobal.net
• Big block Ford valve covers. Chrome. $45; heater valve unit 
G.C. for 49-50-51-52 Chevy. $25; 1966 Mercury convertible. 
All new mech’s/tires, etc. A/C. Make an offer. 1956 accelerator 
to carb linkage restored to new. $75,  4 Mustang 14” wire 
wheel covers for 80’s cars. $45. Hank Dawson. 810-231-3184.
• ’28 Chyrsler 4dr. 6 cyl. Older restoration. Looks and runs 
good. $15,000 or best offer. Pete Van Vrouwerff. 519-738-4516.
• 1983 Ford products shop manuals. Body, chassis, electrical 
(covers all models). Five manuals plus pre-delivery lubrication 
manual. $40. Bob Assenmacher. 810-227-0926.
• WW II gasoline ration stamps. “A” class, “C” class, “E” 
class.  Jerry. 586-294-0061.
• F1 front upper shock mounts. $65. Front springs $50. F1 
strg gear/column and mast. Very smooth, even operation. 
$130. Bill Gipperich. 586-826-8813.
• ’36 Ford wheels with tires, hubcaps and trim rings. $60 set. 
’36 Ford spare tire cover, excellent. $75. ’36 Ford transmission. 
$75. ’36 Ford bell housing $25. ’63 or ’64 Ford Falcon/
Fairlane T-10 4 speed transmission. $150. Gene Johnson. 
734-261-8334.
• S10 5 speed transmission in good condition. $225. Rick 
Jones. 734-459-4236
• Ford 4 speed nus FE – Mustang. Mike. 313-561-1251.
• Car or motorcycle storage pole barn $350 for six months. 
Mike Riemenschneider. 734-459-1348 

• Used oil (waste oil). Bring to the meetings.  John Miller. 
586-756-4279 or 313-891-2640.
• ’60 Ford overdrive transmission. Vic Hollingshead. 248-474-4356.
• ’47 Ford rear lower shock mounts. Bolt on to rear axle. Karl 
Chase. 248-879-0854.
• 1970 Boss 302 engine rebuilt or rebuildable. Howard Voigt. 
623-972-3864.
• Old motorcycles and motor scooters. Jeff Gniewek. 313-460-9879.
• ’57 Ford rear brake drum. Mike. 313-561-1251.
• Tail light lenses, windshield, and windshield rubber for 1962 
Mercury Montery convertible. Avelino Rodriguez 602-363-4754.
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