
1933 postcard from Tijuana, Mexico. Note the 1932 Ford 
waiting in line to enter Mexico.

Feature Vehicle: 
1964 Mercury Parklane
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Owned by 
  Nick Nichols

Continued on page 8.

Rear view. Nick’s 1952 Packard is in the background.

Engine Oil Mythology
by

Bob Olree*

Continued on page 5.

“When I just turned 21, my buddies were buying Chevelles 
and GTO’s. I was always the different one – always rooting 

for the underdog!” remarked Nick Nichols. Indeed, when Mercury 
got into NASCAR racing, Nick was “inspired” and purchased a new 
1964 Mercury Monterey Marauder 2 door HT from Stu Evans in 
Garden City. That car had a dark blue bottom and a light blue top, a 
bench seat, a 390 cubic inch engine with a 4 BBL carburetor, a four 
speed transmission, and positraction.

 “I was proud! I thought it was the neatest thing on the road and 
still do,” states Nick, who grew up in Dearborn. After graduating 

Myths are ill-founded beliefs held uncritically by interested 
groups.  Over the years there has been an overabundance 

of engine oil myths.  One was that the only good oils were oils 
made from “Pure 
Pennsylvania Crude 
Oil.”  This one got 
started before the 
Second World War 
when engine oil was 
crude oil with very 
minimal refining, 
and crude oil from 
Pennsylvania made 
better engine oil than 
Texas or California 
crude.  With modern 
refining, almost any crude can be made into good engine oil.

The next myth was that “modern” detergent engine oils were bad 
for older engines.  This one got started after the Second World War, 
when the government no longer needed all the detergent oil for 

Postcards from the Past
by

Lou Ironside

Continued on page 8.
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The FMRCOA Membership Advantage!!!!!!

Your Board officers and Editors take extra effort to 
bring you FREE Classifieds and Schedule of Events 

found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage 
of these benefits your membership provides. Post your 
schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your 
ads at a meeting or mail to Phil Lyon, our ad editor.  For 
more information on becoming a member go to   http://
www.fmrcoa.org/  or write to:

FMRCOA Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938

Dearborn MI  48123
Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31

Editor’s  Message

At the September Club Meeting we had a lively discussion about engine 
oil. This month we are fortunate to have an article written by an engine oil 

expert, Bob Olree, on this subject. Bob has also graciously agreed to attend the 
November Club Meeting to discuss this important and timely subject!

Thanks this month also go to Nick Nicols for providing the Feature Vehicle 
material; Bill Timoszyk and Terry Worful for the for the Show & Tell and 
New Members’ columns, respectively; and to Bill Krueger for the article about 
the Ford employees/retirees car show at the Ford Research and Innovation 
Center. This month we also thank Brian Kuta for the second in, hopefully, 
a series of “how-to” technical articles; and Charlie Makaroff for the “lobster 
car” picture!  Finally, thanks go to Louis Ironside for his continuing “roving 
reporter” articles, and also for starting a new series about automotive postcards. 
I hope you all enjoy these!

Dennis Carpenter has sent us a new graphic (page 10). Please note their new 
address.  Your continued patronization of Dennis and our other advertisers is 
appreciated!

Please do keep materials/leads coming!  Just give me a call (734.717.5444), 
email me, or put something in the mailbox.

Consider the 20th of the month as a deadline for getting announcements 
or other materials to me for that month’s newsletter. 

Finally, don’t forget to visit our website www.fmrcoa.org where you can read 
these newsletters in color and see more event pictures.

Thanks for your support!

Steve Rohde, Editor

http://www.fmrcoa.org
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE
September 2007

WELCOME NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS

New members receive badges.

This next meeting we will be engaged in the election process 
for 2008.  The present Board of Directors have all agreed to 

stay on with the exception that Art Cervi has volunteered to be 
our next President and I have volunteered to accept his vacated 
position of Vice President.  So, as it now stands the present 
Board of Directors has no vacated positions.  We encourage any 
of you members who wish to serve on the Board of Directors 
for 2008 to declare your candidacy and run against any of the 
sitting Board members.  Any member who wishes to run for 
any Board position may do so by submitting his name to Dave 
Cheklich, the election committee chairman, by phone or email, 
or by placing the candidate(s) name on the ballot at the next 
meeting.

Ed Goff and Gene Johnson have been working hard to organize 
our next outing on October 6th.  We will be touring museums, 
a car collection and a restoration shop.  We will also have a 
restaurant stop.  This event will be underwritten by the club at 
no cost to those who attend.  There is a more detailed description 
of the event on the next page of this publication.

It has been decided not to change addresses temporarily for 
those who winter in the Southern climates.  This procedure 
has caused some confusion with our staff and invariably mix-
ups occur.  The newsletters are mailed first class and would be 
forwarded along with the rest of the members’ mail to their 
temporary address in the south.  

On August 30th many of the club members who hold key 
positions with the swap meet and car show gathered together to 
discuss ways to improve the overall event.  It was determined that 
more effort be placed on the car show to help uplift the entire 
event.  The economy, high gas prices, and eBay are affecting 
our swap meet.  The Dearborn shows need to be refreshed and 
brought into the 21st Century.  Terry Worful, our new car show 
chairperson, is putting a committee together to look at what 
needs to be done to expand the car show and help keep our 
event alive and healthy.  I think its time for a shot of good old 
Barnum and Bailey to be injected in our show.

At our last meeting there was a lively discussion on how the 
new oils could be affecting the flat tappet engines that are the 
mainstay in our cars.  We heard plenty of conversation on the 
risk and no risk in using the new oils.  There is a feature article 

Mario Martinez (Emma)
1526 Beard St.
Detroit, MI  48209
313-729-7737
  1948 Ford F-1 pickup
  1978 Ford Ranchero

 
Anthony Rainero (Barbara)
1010 Hillcrest Dr.
Dearborn, MI  48124
313-563-2527
  1969 Ford Mustang Sport coupe
  1969 Ford Torino Cobra

Donald Steinhagen (Judith)
2731 Stephens
Dearborn, MI  48124
313-561-1251
  1941 Ford pickup
  1942 Ford
  1950 Mercury coupe

in this month’s newsletter on this subject by an industry expert, 
who will join us to discuss this topic; hopefully at this next 
meeting coming up.

So…remember the next meeting is October 3rd at the K of C 
Hall.  Note: Meeting time is set back to 7PM. 

Till next time,

Bob Guetschow
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Please participate in 
these Club events!

Oct. 3 Club Meeting
Oct. 6 Ypsilanti Garage Tour
Oct. 7 Cars on Campus, WCC, Ypsi
Oct. 14 SEMBCA Fall Color Tour 
Nov. 7 Club Meeting
Dec. 5 Club Meeting
Dec. 8 Christmas Walk-Greenfield 

Village  

2007 FMRC Meetings & Events Calendar

Below is the tentative table of meetings & events for 
2007.  New information will be posted each month 

as events and dates are “firmed” up. Bold font represents 
club sponsored activities.  Also, if you have an idea for a 
Club event, please let a Board Member know!

Lobster Car photo provided by Chalie Makaroff. Original caption read: 
“Designed by Ted Kennedy.”

Ypsilanti Garage Tour Schedule

Winter Meeting Time of 7 PM Starts October 3!

Ypsilanti Tour Map

On Saturday October 6th we have arranged a day of garage 
tours that will include four stops.  The day will begin at 9:00 

AM. Since this is a club event, we recommend and encourage each 
member to drive their club car.

The following is a schedule of the day’s events. Numbers correspond 
to locations on the map.

9:00 AM MILLIKEN AUTOMOTIVE WAREHOUSE (1)

100 Huron River Drive at Leforge.  Not actually on 
Huron River Dr. – North of the RR tracks – East of 
Le Forge next to apartment complex.

10:00 AM RM CLASSIC CARS (2)

5 W. Forest Avenue. just East of Huron Street

11:30 AM LUNCH AT FRENCHIES (3)

Next to the Sidetrack Bar and Grill which is located 
at 56 E. Cross St. in Depot Town.

1:00 PM YPSILANTI AUTOMOTIVE MUSEUM AND MILLER 
MOTORS (4)

100 East Cross St. just across the RR tracks from 
the Restaurant.

2:00 PM  MICHIGAN FIREHOUSE MUSEUM (5)

110 W. Cross St. – just a short trip up the hill west 
of Depot Town.

FMRCOA will pick up the entry cost for the Firehouse Museum and 
the Ypsilanti Automotive Museum. Also since this a club event we 
will pay for lunch and soft drink or coffee at Frenchies

We will be discussing the event and passing out maps at our next club 
meeting.  If you have any questions you can contact Gene Johnson 
(734)261-8334 or Ed Goff (734)455-0797.

A Note from the Treasurer

Another normal month here! We took out another $15,000   
CD. Our current CD matures in October.

 Steve Rohde, Treasurer 
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EnginE Oil MythOlOgy  cont. from page 1 

ILSAC  Starburst Symbol 

the war effort, and it hit the market as Heavy-Duty oil.  These new 
detergent oils gave the pre-war cars, which had been driven way past 
their normal life and were full of sludge and deposits, a massive enema. 
In some cases bad things happened such as increased oil consumption 
– the piston rings were completely worn out and the massive piston 
deposits were the only thing standing between merely high and 
horrendous oil consumption.  If detergent oils had been available to 
the public during the war, this myth never would have started.  

Amazingly there are still a few people today, 60 years later, who believe 
that they need to use non-detergent oil in their older cars.  Apparently 
it takes about 75 years for an oil myth to die.  

Then there is the myth that new engines will not break-in on synthetic 
oils.  Apparently there was an aircraft engine manufacturer who once 
put out a bulletin to this effect. Clearly the thousands and thousands 
of cars filled with Mobil 1 as factory-fill, which have broke-in quite 
well, should have put this one to rest.  However this one is only 40 
years old, so it has another 35 years to live.

All of these myths have a common theme: newer oils are bad.  And 
this brings us to the latest myth – new “Starburst”/ API SM engine 
oils are bad for older cars because the amount of anti-wear additive in 
them has been reduced.  This one has gotten big play in the antique 
and collector car press lately.  The anti-wear additive being discussed is 
zinc dithiophosphate (ZDP). Before debunking this myth we need to 
look at the history of ZDP usage in engine oil. 

ZDP has been used for over 60 years as an additive in engine oils to 
provide wear protection and oxidation stability.  Unfortunately, ZDP 
contains phosphorus, and phosphorus is a poison for automotive 
catalysts.  For this reason ZDP levels have been reduced by about 
35% over the last 10-15 years down to a maximum of 0.08% for 
“Starburst”/API SM oils.

Zinc dithiophosphate was first added to engine oil to control copper/
lead bearing corrosion. Starting in 1942, a Chevrolet Stovebolt engine 
with aftermarket copper/lead insert bearing connecting rods was the 
standard oil test .  The insert bearings were weighed before and after 
test for weight loss due to corrosion.  The phosphorus levels of oils that 
passed the test were in the 0.03% range.

In the mid 1950s Oldsmobile got in a horsepower war with its Rocket 
engine against the Chrysler Hemi. Both companies went to high-lift 
camshafts and both got into camshaft scuffing and wear problems very 
fast.  There were three solutions.  Better camshaft and lifter metallurgy, 
phosphating the camshaft, and increasing the phosphorus level from 
ZDP up to the 0.08% range.  Another outcome was a battery of 
industry wide “Sequence” oil tests.  Two of theses tests were valve-train 
scuffing/wear tests.

Knowing that this higher level of ZDP was good for flat-tappet valve-
train scuffing and wear, some oil companies dumped even more in 
thinking that they were offering the customer even more protection.  
However, it was soon learned that while going above something like 
0.14% phosphorus might decrease break-in scuffing, it increased longer 
term wear.  At about 0.20% phosphorus the ZDP started attacking 
the grain boundaries in the iron, resulting in camshaft spalling.

Later in the 1970s, the ZDP level was pushed up to the 0.10% 
phosphorus range as it was a cheap and effective antioxidant, and 

increased antioxidancy was needed to protect the oil in Cadillacs 
pulling Airstream trailers from thickening to the point of not pumping.  
Recently, the need for this higher level of ZDP for protecting the oil 
from thickening has been greatly reduced with the introduction of 
more modern ashless antioxidants that contain no phosphorus.

Enough history, now getting back to the myth that “Starburst/API SM 
oils are no good for older cars. The argument put forth by the myth 
believers is that while these oils work perfectly well in modern gasoline 
engines equipped with roller camshafts, they will cause catastrophic 
wear in older engines equipped with flat-tappet camshafts.  

The “Starburst”/API SM oil standards were developed by a group 
of OEM, oil additive company, and oil company experts.  When 
developing any new engine oil standard the issue of “backward 
compatibility” always comes up, and indeed the group of experts spent 
a lot of time researching this issue.  Various oil and additive companies 
ran “no harm” tests on older cars with the new oils.  No problems were 
uncovered.  

The new specification contains two valve-train wear tests.  One is 
the Sequence IVA Test which tests for camshaft scuffing and wear 
using a 2.4L Nissan single overhead camshaft engine with slider 
finger followers.  The wear limits were tightened from the previous 
oil specification which contained a phosphorus limit of 0.10%.  The 
second is the Sequence IIIG Test which evaluates cam and lifter wear.  
A current production GM Powertrain 3.8L engine with the valve train 
replaced with a flat tappet system similar to those used in the 1980s is 
used.  The only reason that this test engine uses this older valve train 
design is to insure that older engines 
are protected.  All “Starburst”/API SM 
oil formulations must pass these two 
tests.  

In addition to the protection offered 
by these two valvetrain wear tests and 
the new testing which was conducted 
on the formulations containing 
lower levels of ZDP, a review of the 
knowledge gained over the years in 
developing previous categories also 
indicates that no problem should be expected. The new “Starburst”/
API SM oils contain about the same percentage of ZDP as the oils that 
solved the camshaft scuffing and wear issues back in the 1950s.  They 
do contain less ZDP than the oils that solved the oil thickening issues 
in the 1960s, but that is because they now contain high levels of ashless 
antioxidants that were not commercially available in the 1960s.

The oil’s ZDP level is only one factor in determining the life of an older 
camshaft or a new aftermarket camshaft.  Most of the anecdotal reports 
of camshaft failures attributed to the newer oils appear to be with 
aftermarket camshafts.  Breaking in extremely aggressive aftermarket 
camshafts has always been problem.  The legendary Smokey Yunick 
wrote that his solution to the problem was to buy multiple camshafts 
and simply try breaking them in until he found one that survived 
break-in without scuffing.  

Despite the pains taken in developing special flat tappet camshaft wear 
tests that these new oils must pass and the fact that the ZDP level of 
these new oils is comparable to the level found necessary to protect 
flat tappet camshafts in the past, there will still be those who want to 
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believe the myth that “new oils will wear out older engines.”  Like 
other myths before it, history teaches us that it will take about 75 
years for this one to die also. 

* Bob Olree is Chairman of the ILSAC Oil Committee. ILSAC 
is the International Lubricant Standardization and Approval 
Committee composed automobile manufacturers that sets standards 
for passenger car motor oil quality. ILSAC uses a starburst symbol 
that illustrates APIâ€Ts (American Petroleum Institute) service 
classification, SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers) grade, and 
energy conserving level.

The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old 
car or truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested 

in how you came about finding your vehicle of choice, 
and what you have done to enhance its beauty, and / or 
mechanical condition. Simply mail or e-mail us your article 
accompanied with a photo to:

PHIL LYON
pjlyon39@peoplepc.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
34945 Elmira

Livonia Mi. 48150
734.422.0595

or
STEVE ROHDE

steve@quantumsignal.com
ROTUNDA TIMES
1955 Bateson Ct.

Ann Arbor, Mi. 48105
734.717.5444

YOUR CAR!
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Club Meetings

The FMRC meets the first Wednesday of each month at the 
Knights of Columbus Patrick O’Kelley Hall in Dearborn 

(313.278.5600).  Refreshments are served after the meeting!

Come and bring a friend! 

I was Born on Oct 20, 1963 
In Mexical, Mexico. I am 

an auto interior upholsterer.

My first car was a 1964 Falcon. 
I started collecting cars about 
8 years ago with a ‘53 Ford 
Custom.

Currently I have no other 
hobbies--just my cars! 

I joined the FMRCOA to be 
“in” with the Ford family, and to learn more about 
Fords. 

If I could own any other collector car than a Ford it 
would be a Chevy because it’s the competition. And, 
yes, I work on my own cars. 

Tony Rainero 

I was born on “tax day” in 
1937 in Delray, MI. I am 

retired from all the big three. 
At Ford I was a gas turbine 
engine specialist, at GM I 
was a metallurgist, and at 
Chrysler I was a technical 
plant trainer. 

My first car was a ‘52 Ford 
two door HT which I bought 

in 1955. That is also when I started collecting cars. 
My other hobby is drag racing. I held the national 
speed record in two classes for two and a half years 
each. In the I-stock class I built, drove, and owned a 
351 Cleveland sponsored by Stark Hickey Ford. The 
other car was in the A-stock class with a 427 cubic 
inch engine that I built. 

Meet the New Members
by 

Terry Worful

Mario Martinez

I joined FMRCOA because Jerry and Terry Worful 
forced me! (Just kidding!)

What car other than a Ford would I own? NONE! 
Especially not a foreign car! 

Yes, I do all the work on my own cars except paint and 
interior. 
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September 2007
 FMRCOA Meeting Minutes 

September 5, 2007

About 112  members &  guests in attendance! September 5 Meeting Pictures

In the parking lot before the meeting.

Yosemite Jim & Roger Hodyka’s son (L); and our hard working 
membership team (R)!

Bob opened the meeting at 8:15 PM. Joanne did the count for us 
and 112 members were there. Bob introduced guests and new 

members and they were as follows: new members Jerry and Susan 
Silka from Dearborn, and Ray Butler from Ferndale. Ray owns a 
‘31 Ford Roadster Street Rod with a bow tie drivetrain. Ray retired 
from Chrysler and has integrated all the best from Chevy, Ford 
and Chrysler! Guest Don Steinhagen from Dearborn owns a ‘41 
Ford pickup and a ‘50 Mercury coupe. Guest Mario Martinez from 

Detroit may take out an ad in the newsletter. He does upholstery 
on boats, cars and custom jobs, and has 25 years experience. New 
members Jerry Close and Bob Topping received their badges. Don 
Harris Jr. attended the meeting with his dad. Don owns a 1968 
Cougar. Tony Ranero joined our club at the meeting. 

Guest Yosemite Jim, a painter specializing in cartoons, spoke at the 
meeting. Jim is opening a shop in Milan with Roger Hodyka’s son. 
Jim does custom painting and flames. He has done more flames than 
anyone in the country!

Bob announced several upcoming events: the T Bird Show, the 
Drive-In Car Show in Novi, the Street Rod Nationals in Kalamazoo 
the weekend of Sept.16, and the Bakers Cruise and free swap meet. 
Ed Goff and Gene Johnson are arranging a garage tour in October. 
(See page 4.)

All officers and board members have agreed to continue serving the 
club. However, if anyone is interested in running for office please 
contact Dave Checklich.  President Bob Guetschow and Vice 
President Art Cervi are, to quote Bob,  “juxtapositioning,” which 
means they are switching office positions.

There was some car show discussion. Next year we will focus more on 
the car show. There is still a big turnover in vendors. There were 3100 
spectators this year which is less than previous years. Terry Worful 
will be the Car Show Chairman next year. She needs a committee of 

about ten people to plan for next year’s show. The goal will be to have 
between 500 and 600 cars. The vendors were pleased because of the 
successful car show this year. 

Bob asked for cooperation from members at the meeting regarding 
speaking only when recognized, and keeping the side conversations 
to a minimum. 

The early V8 Grand National Meet next year is in Dearborn. We will 
try to coordinate our car show and swap meet at the same time. 

The October meeting is back to 7:00 PM, our winter hours. We will 
not need to reschedule because Hershey is October 10-12th, and 
there is no conflict.

The July and August minutes were approved. The treasurer’s report 
was read and accepted. 

Brian Sailor gave a report on Gilmore Museum trip. There was a big 
show of hands to go again next year! 

Chuck Niehaus and Jerry Mattson are helping Bill Gipperich with 
membership duties. Don Olson talked about the use of Seafoam to 
loosen stuck valves. He took the valve cover off, then sprayed, and 
it worked! 

There was a lengthy discussion of the new oils and in this newsletter 
you will find a good article which may answer some of our 
questions. 

There was an interesting show and tell. Hank Dawson won the $100 
lottery.

Then we adjourned for refreshments!

Phil Lyon, Secretary
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FEaturE VEhiclE,  cont. from page 1 

Always use a torque wrench 
to do the final tightening.

Tighten Those Bolts Right!
by

Brian Kuta

Torque Multiplier sold by Har-
bor Freight for removing lug 
nuts on the road. Seems like a 
good investment for $14.99!

Dearborn High, he joined the Naval Air Reserves and sold the car 
when he returned. “I’m not sure why I sold it. It was a stupid thing 
to do,” Nick laments.

Nick really loved that Mercury and hunted for another one. In 2001 
he found one located in New Jersey on www.oldcartrader.com. The 
car’s owner had died, and it was stored in a garage for 17 years. That 
car was very similar to his other one except it was black, had bucket 
seats, and was a Parklane. 

Nick purchased the totally original Parklane with only 35,000 
documented original miles on it. The car even came equipped with 
an original aftermarket Sun tachometer on the top of the steering 
column!

Nick’s Parklane leaked oil so he replaced the valve stem seals which 
helped a bit. “The car needs some attention, but I’m very proud of 
it. I’m slowly going to bring it back to its lustrous self!” remarks Nick 
who drives the Merc to shows and cruises about twice a week.

Besides the Parklane, Nick also owns a 1949 Packard 4 door sedan, 
a 1952 Packard 200 Deluxe, and a 1964 Chrysler Imperial Crown 
Coupe (another eclectic collector!). The cost of the 1949 Packard 
was $4400 back then – a lot of money. 

Nick retired from Ford Motor in 2001 where he was a chassis 
designer, and now works for Kelly Services as a shuttle bus driver at 
Ford.  He has two sons: Mike who is in school, and Nick who was in 
the Marines and is a certified jet engine mechanic.

Although only an official member of the FMRCOA for about three 
years, Nick has attended FMRCOA swap meets for over twenty 
years! “I think our Club is great. There are lots of nice people in it 
and good information!” concludes Nick.

This month I want to talk about ‘clamping force.’ The reason for this 
subject is primarily because it has all to do with your safety, and 

the safety and trouble free security of your families and friends. Getting 
a flat tire fixed, or buying tires, requires taking one or more wheels off 
the vehicle. Now you watch that person use an impact air gun, and 
you leave wondering if that wheel is really on correctly. Let me assure 
you that it is not on correctly, unless that person used ‘Tork Stix,’ or a 
torque wrench to properly apply the required clamping force to those 
wheels. 

Ever notice that wheel studs/
nuts do not have lock washers? 
The reason the wheels stay 
on the vehicle is because the 
studs ‘stretch’, and that provides 
the clamping force necessary 
to keep the stud nuts pulling 
those wheels onto the vehicle, 
safely. If you do not tighten those 
lugs with enough clamping force 
they will surely loosen up. Then 
the wheel could come off the vehicle, or ruin the wheel studs and 
whatever else depending on how quickly you catch the problem. 

If the nuts are over tightened onto the studs, which is the most 
frequent problem because the repair facilities do not want to see you 
coming back, it will over stretch the stud, which can cause the stud to 
lose it’s integrity and eventually fail, unless they have already snapped a 
stud off and covered up their mistake by putting the wheel cover/
hub cap back on the vehicle without telling you about their lack of 
craftsmanship and work ethic. 

Always take your torque wrench with you, and if you do not own one, 
make sure to take a good four way lug wrench so you can test to make 
sure they are on tight enough, and to also make sure you can get the 
lug nuts back off without an air wrench, if you need to. 

Many lugs are now  metric, and  many are still English. The smaller 
vehicles (Ford Escape) are about 80 ft. lbs., a bigger vehicle (F-150) 
is about 100 ft. lbs., and a very heavy vehicle (F-550) will usually be 
about 125 ft. lbs (check owner’s manual). 

Lastly, either taking your vehicle 
to the repair center without wheel 
covers/hub caps is a good idea, or 
telling them to leave the covers off 
the vehicle so you can put them 
back on yourself is a very good 
idea. The common cast aluminum 
wheels heat up and cool down at 
different rates than your steel studs/
nuts do. Thus, after driving the 
vehicle back home, you will want 
to recheck those lugs for correct 
torque. 

POstcards  cont. from page 1 

One of the things I do while in antique shops with the wife, is 
look through the postcards for sale, always hoping to find some 

related to automobiles, and more particularly, FORD.  Over the next 
few months I will share with you a few of the more unusual cards 
I have found in my travels.  This month’s card is a retouched photo 
card from Tijuana, Mexico, mailed in 1933 to a person in Iowa, 
which I found in an Flint, Michigan antique shop!  What is unique 
on this card is the 1932 Ford waiting in line to enter Mexico.  With 
most cards which have been retouched, the cars have been made sort 
of “generic”, this one left the cars recognizable.  Needless to say, I was 
pretty excited to find one of my favorite cars on a postcard….next 
month I will share another post card find. 

Editor’s comment:  My wife also collects postcards and sub-
scribes to this magazine which we find interesting.  Please 
see http://www.postcardcollector.com/  for more informa-
tion.

http://www.oldcartrader.com
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Bill & Art & Bozo. Note also the stylish hat Art is wearing!

September Show & Tell:
Book Night!

by

Bill Timoszyk

Progress!

Harry with book at meeting.

In September we only had one item for Show and Tell -- but it was 
a good one! Illustrious guru of modified Flathead Motors, ”Hot 

Rod Harry McCauliffe,” brought in a new book entitled: “The V8-
60 Fords Little Powerhouse,” by Richard Willim. The book is written 
from the standpoint of modifying the V8-60 to increase its power; 
not how to restore one. Mr. Willim, who resides in Southeastern 

Michigan, along with his 
father, used these motors in 
racing boats quite successfully.

The spiral bound 8.5” x 11” 
book has 227 pages chock full 
of information and photos. A 
special photo section in the 
back from the archives of Phil 
Kunz really does justice to 
these motors! 

The book is available from the 
author at $50 per copy. For 
more information, please see  
http://willimvintageengines.
com/Book_Info.html .

Harry is going to attempt to 
have Mr. Willim come to a 

future meeting and do a presentation. I would expect Mr. Willim to 
have books available to sell at that time.

Book cover.

Not EXACTLY show and tell, but, Tom Melhouse brought in a 
NOS NIB toy Bozo cloth clown doll. He presented it to Art Cervi, 
our VP.  Art was the real Bozo the Clown!

Thanks fellas and see you next month.

 Art as Bozo (circa 1975)! 
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tEn things yOu didn’t KnOw abOut FOrd 

This article appeared in the September 2007 issue of Cars & Parts 
magazine having been sent in by an English reader. It is titled 

“Ten Things You Didn’t Know About Ford” and had been published 
in the Daily Telegraph [London] in 1998. The writer was David 
Burgess-Wise, an auto historian.

The 10 things are as follows:

More than 670 songs were written about the Model T, 
starting with “The Ford March and Two-Step,” played at 
President Taft’s inaugural ball in 1909.

Black was not listed as a color option until 1914.

Ford is the only make of car mentioned in Adolf Hitler’s 
“Mein Kampf.” The Model T inspired him to dream of a 
people’s car (Volkswagen).

In the early 1920s, 90 percent of all of Britain’s Post Office 
vans were Model Ts.

The first car officially registered in Japan was a Model T. 
The first cars built on a moving production line in Japan were 
Model Ts.

Before the rise of Hollywood in the 1920s, Ford was the 
largest motion picture producer on earth, with audiences 
of five million each week in more than 5,000 cinemas and 
nickelodeons showing Ford films promoting the Model T.

Stirling Moss’ father raced a Model T at Indianapolis in 
1924.

The first car to climb Ben Nevis (Britain’s highest mountain] 
was a Model T, in 1911.

In 1910, the company magazine, Ford Times—published 
in English, French, Spanish, Russian, and Portuguese— 
became the world’s most widely circulated magazine.

Henry Ford could not spell the word “model.”

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Front & rear covers of sheet music for “The Ford March and 
Two-step.” The complete document is at Indiana University 
(http://www.letrs.indiana.edu/cgi/b/bib/bib-idx?&g=sheetmusic&c=s
tarr&c=devincent&view=reslist&type=simple&q1=Zickel%2C%20Harr
y%20H&rgn1=names ).
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Continued Travels 
with the FMRCOA Roving Reporter...

Car Corral in Cars & Parts Meet in Ohio.

Although Michigan has plenty of great local swap meets, one 
thing which is lacking is professional, well run, large swap meets.  

California has the Pomona and Long Beach swap meets which occur 
every six weeks year round, but for us to find a meet like these we need 
to travel to our neighboring state of Ohio.  There are three different 
swap meets in Ohio which are scheduled on a regular basis, and are 
usually two or three day events.  All three advertise they have roughly 
2000 spaces (at the three day meets), and all three are about the same 
four to five hour drive.

One of the original big Ohio events is the Cars & Parts Meet which is 
held five times a year in Springfield, Ohio.  Although the meet is still 
called the Cars & Parts Meet, the magazine sold the swap meet several 
years ago.  The Clark County Fairgrounds is quite large and there is 
plenty of parking, although as it fills up the walk gets a little longer.  This 
meet always has a huge car corral with many good affordable cars. The 
photo of the 64 Falcon and 59 Ford were taken at the fall meet in the car 
corral. If you are interested in antiques, there are two large antique malls 
at that exit, and another, even larger mall, at the next exit.  Information 
on this meet can be seen at: www.ohioswapmeet.com .  

In the northeast part of Ohio, there are two different swap meets offered 
several times a year.  First, we have the Canfield, Ohio meet which is 
held three times a year at the Canfield Fairgrounds, and put on by Dave 
and Ed’s auto events.  Again, this is a large facility and there is plenty 
of free parking. They also offer two indoor meets at a different location 

which caters to the performance crowd.  Information on these meets can 
be found at www.autoevents.com . 

The third big Ohio meet is the Randolph, Ohio swap which is held 
four times a year at the Portage County Fairgrounds.  This meet is again 
large, with plenty of parking, and it too has a large car corral.  Although 
I couldn’t find an event site, they do have and email address  ( Partspec@
Yahoo.com ) for information.  

All three meets are usually in the $5.00 to $7.00 admission range, and 
offer free parking.  Food is available at all three although you have to 
sometimes “shop around” to find the best prices as they vary from one 
food vendor to another.  So, when you can’t find a local swap meet, load 
up a group of friends in the car and head off to new territory and see 
some different parts -- not the same stuff from the same vendor at every 
meet!   Next month a report on ….HERSHEY !!

http://www.ohioswapmeet.com
http://www.autoevents.com
mailto:Partspec@Yahoo.com
mailto:Partspec@Yahoo.com
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Bill Krueger  with his ‘55 Crown Vic (L) & Pete  Morris with his ‘55 
Mercury (R).

FMRCOA Shows at Ford RIC Car Event 
by

Bill Krueger

FMRCOA had a solid presence at an annual car show, sponsored 
by the Ford Research and Innovation Center (RIC), formerly 

the Scientific and Research Center - or SciFi Building.  The show, 
held on August 16th this year, is an annual event that provides an 
opportunity for Ford employees to display their vehicles, swap car 
and truck stories, and do a little bonding outside of the normal work 
environment.

This year’s show included about 60 vehicles and was well represented 
by both Ford retirees and FMRCOA Club Members as shown 
below!

Bob Pilarowski   with his ‘78 Lincoln (L) & Doyle Julian  with his ‘56 
Ford (R).

Pat Kaluzny with his ‘68 Mustang (L) & Ken Toth  with his ‘55 Crown 
Vic Custom (R).
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Wanted

   For Sale 
August 2007

Classified

1982 Ford window van 6cyl, auto, air, no rust, Arizona van, needs 
tires, runs excellent, $1600 Roger Hodyka 517-282-4738.

1969 Mercury Montego MX convertible 351 Windsor 4V engine, 
Automatic, power steering and brakes, runs and drives good. $7500 
or best offer Clifford Picklesimer  734-425-3029.

1966 Mercury Park Lane convertible, very nice original Southern 
car. Full power options. AC, 410 Cid, Hank Dawson 810-231-
3184.

1979 Lincoln Mark 5 Absolutely perfect condition, 15,615 actual 
miles. Diamond Jubilee metallic blue, white leather interior, always 
garaged and carefully cared for. Phil Lyon 734-422-0595.

Some parts and information for a 1947 Ford business coupe. Karl 
Chase 248-879-0854.

1957 Ford car parts Laurel Gottlieb 734-525-8445.

One pair 1972 Ford Pinto 3/8 “ NOS tie rod ends Vic Hollingshead 
248-474-4356.  

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Wanted

   For Sale 

September 2007

Classified

New Michelin 22575R-16 tire on Ford 8 stud. Wheel.  $95. 
Howard Voigt 734- 944- 6930.

73 Mustang restored. $20000. Roy Stull 248-553-0420. 

Model A Rib Frame Wood E.Z. Car Port, new 16” 245-30 
Michelin. Ray Crout 313-291-7717

36 Ford Front & Rear axle assembled w/brakes. $150 each.. Gene 
Johnson 734-261-8334.

Winter car storage at Clara Hill’s place. $360/6 months. Call Mike 
Riemenschneider at 734 459-1348.

Edelbrock small block ford F4B intake manifold in like new 
condition $120, 289 Hipo exhaust manifolds, like new condition. 
C7ZE part numbers $150. Mike Riemenschneider. 734 459-1348.

1936 flathead Ford V8 engine. $300, fenderskirts for a ’49-51 
Ford. $200. Paul Conforto. 313-882-6122.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

14” wheels for 64 Fairlane- must have ford logo stamped “4m”. 
Joe Newland 248-563-0304.

42-48 Ford skirts Roland Arndt 248- 478-7942.

•

•
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