
Volume 2  No. 3    The  Official Monthly Publication of the Ford & Mercury Restorer’s Club of America     March 2006                    

Feature Vehicle of the Month: 
1949 Ford Custom Club Coupe

     Owned by 
  Vic Holingshead

Continued on page 4.

Good Houskeeping Ad
 for the ‘49 

Continued on page 6.
Familiar Faces in a Warmer Climate!

Feature Member:
Norm Greig

by
Bill Gipperich

 FMRCOA “SNOWBIRDS” Hold Dinner

Norm ,  Wife Joyce, and Son Scott in 1965 

Some of the FMRCOA Members have the right idea – like going to 
Florida in the winter and enjoying car activities, and comradery 

in 80 degree weather!  Others must like the snow and single digit 

Vic purchased his Ford back in 1984 for $3200. It was in its first 
steps of restoration having just been painted with three coats of 

acrylic enamel. Vic wet sanded and rubbed it out. 

Through the years he kept the restoration going as finances 
permitted. This included a new interior; radial tires; chrome; engine 
work; brakes; front end; and, more recently, all new wiring and an 

overdrive transmission.

“It’s a nice, comfortable driver, and it 
still looks good even though the paint 
is 22 years old,” remarks Vic. He credits 
its good looks to a lot of TLC including 
keeping it in a heated garage on a 
carpeted floor!

Some facts on the ’49 Ford:

It was the first all new body style 
for Ford after WWII

Dealers had 100,000 orders for it 
before it even got to the showroom

It saved Ford from bankruptcy by selling over 1.1 
million units

It took over 1st  place from Chevrolet

It was  awarded the Fashion Academy Gold Medal as 
the “Fashion Car of the Year” 

Vic joined FMRCOA the same year that he purchased his ’49 (1984) 
and is a valuable member of the Club!

•

•

•

•

•

Our featured member this month is Norm Greig. Norm, many 
of you know is responsible for seeing that the swap meet 

volunteer roster is up to date and all the slots are filled. He ensures 
that our “customers” experience, when they visit us, is a friendly and 
courteous one from the moment they pay their entrance fee until 
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The FMRC Membership Advantage!!!!!!

Your Board officers and Editors take extra effort to 
bring you FREE Classifieds and Schedule of Events 

found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage 
of these benefits your membership provides. Post your 
schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your 
ads at a meeting or mail to Phil Lyon, our ad editor.  For 
more information on becoming a member go to   http://
www.fmrcoa.org/  or write to:

FMRC Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938

Dearborn MI  48123
Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31

Editors  Message

This month I’d like to again thank Bill Gipperich the very 
interesting article about Norm Greig, Vic Holingshead for the 

material about his beautiful ‘49, Bob Haas for the “snowbird” report, 
Grant Beard and Norn Greig for directing me to various articles, and 
Phil Lyon for covering the show and tell, and for the great cartoon 
on page 6!

We really do need these materials from you guys to keep coming. 
Articles on your various projects and car shows/trips would also be 
great!  In particular, we are out of feature car material (see page 
5). This is a great place to show-off your cars that many of you have 
worked so hard on!

Just give me a call (734.717.5444), email me, or put something in 
the mailbox – we’ll work on it together and it doesn’t take much 
time on your part! Typically, it really doesn’t take more than a 10-15 
minute conversation to get great material for an article. Consider 
the 20th of the month as a deadline for getting announcements or 
other materials to me for that month’s newsletter. In this manner 
we can get the material in and to the printer so you have it before 
next month’s club meeting.

Thanks for your support!

Steve Rohde, Editor
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE
March 2006

WELCOME NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS

New Members

While writing this message I am looking out the window at a 
bright sunny day with crisp temperatures and I know because 

the geese have returned to the lake across the street that Spring is 
finally upon us.  With the advent of Spring we can look forward to 
getting the cars out and return to the monthly tire kicking sessions 
in the K of C parking lot.  I look forward to the warmer weather, 
cruises and shows once again.  We can, however, be very thankful for 
the mildest winter we can remember.  I heard on the radio that in 
January the normal high temperature is 31 degrees, but this year it 
was 39.6 and that is a heat wave.

With the return of Spring I want to give you a heads up and remind 
you that beginning with the May meeting we will start at 8:00pm.  
Don’t forget, mark you calendars.

I have attended several swap meets and shows passing out flyers for 
Dearborn ’06, and appreciate seeing flyers around as evidence that 
some of you are doing your part to get the word out.  I encourage 
you all to get out to cruises, shows and swap meets and help out with 
this endeavor; it works.  You also can pass a quantity out to auto parts 
stores and other classic car meetings.  When I attend other car club 
meetings I pass the flyers out to all present and not just dump them 
out on the front table.  I will have flyers available at every meeting for 
pick up so gather what you think you can get distributed.

By the time you get this we will have already attended the Ford 
Factory Tour on March 23rd.  We had about 40 reservations taken at 
the March meeting.  Seating is limited so we took who we could at 
the meeting.  I am sure will do this again later in the year.  We will 
share the experiences with the rest of you in the newsletter and at the 
next meeting.  We are trying to put together a garage tour (crawl) for 
the end of the April.

I have been working with Mark Hamilton, a former member, to 
bring in speakers and presenters at our monthly meetings.  So far 
we have brought in Dave Gutierrez from Livernois Motor Sports 
in January, Harry Knapp from U-Coat-It in February and Martin 
Pelker from Ameristar Auto Outfitters in March.  We have Joe 
Williams from Exotic Coatings who will be in at the April meeting.  
We are trying to bring in Roush Industries for the June meeting in 
conjunction with our mini-swap meet.  Understand we are trying to 
do this but we are realistic that this may be a “stretch”.

I have noticed we have had a few more women than usual at our last 
couple of meetings.  I encourage all of you who want to bring your 
wives, significant others, and girlfriends to bring them as they are 
always welcome. 

Joe Williams from Exotic Coatings will be in to show us what his 
company does. So…..don’t forget the next meeting is April 5th at 
7:00pm at the K of C Hall.

Till Next Time,

Bob Guetschow

Curt & Laurel Gottlieb
8460 Gray
Westland, Michigan  48185
734-525-8445
1957 Ford Fairlane 2-Door

Patrick & Sara Mulligan
2427 Clawson Ave.
Royal Oak, Michigan  48173
248-854-4013

Hubert Russell
10800 Hannon Road
Belleville, Michigan  48111
734-782-3358
1929 Ford 4-Door

Presidential Quote
“Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, 
that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any 
hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the 
survival and the success of liberty.” -- John F. Kennedy
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FEATURE MEMBER

ct’d. from page 1 

A Beautiful Mustang!

Norm’s MGA in 1961

Joyce on Norm’s  BSA

Norm’s First Car (1941 Ford)

they leave the parking lot. 

Norm grew up in Dearborn. He attended Edsel Ford H.S., right 
across the street from the Ford Engineering Complex. Even with 

such close proximity, Ford 
cars were not Norm’s favorite 
marquee back then. After 
High School it was on to the 
Center for Creative Studies 
for Art classes and Henry 
Ford Community College for 
degree requirements. Both 
schools were attended part 
time as Norm also held a job 
in a meat packing plant. 

In 1965, upon completion of 
his studies Norm was hired by 

Ford. He worked as a graphic illustrator then a Designer in Body 
Engineering. At the time of his retirement graphic art and drawing 
had evolved in the 21st century and Norm had become an instructor 
in computer-aided design, specifically on the latest software being 
introduced. Norm retired in 2000 after 35 years of service.

As a 15 year old he bought his first car, a 1941 Ford coupe for 50 
bucks. Following the tradition of all male youths before him, Norm 
stripped off all of the chrome trim, leaded in the holes and painted it 
flat black primer. A narrow escape during a traffic accident left Norm 
to watch from the street as his car rolled on through an inter-section. 
Thankfully he wasn’t injured and 
sprinted after the driverless car. 
The car didn’t fare as well. The tail 
fin of the offending vehicle, a 1959 
Chevrolet, sliced along the driver’s 
side of the hood, door and door 
pillar, springing the doorframe and 
depositing Norm onto the street. 
The damage was too great to repair 
and that was the last of the ’41.

Norm’s second vehicle was a 
BSA motorcycle followed closely 
by a 1957 MGA. Ill-fitting 
side curtains are no match for Michigan winters and a good old 

American car sending up an icy slosh 
from a puddle. But Norm was young 
and gave up some creature comfort 
for a “sporty” ride. Being low to the 
ground Norm related how “the splash 
came underneath the side curtains and 
covered the inside of the windshield” 
with the offending icy mixture.

While still in his youth, Norm was a 
member of the Dearborn Road Masters 
car club. He had an entrepreneur 
streak early on as he and a friend had 
a business enterprise running out of a 

Norm’s 1946 Ford

garage. “We would go to the junk yard for fuel filler pipes and caps 
then weld them to the exhaust pipes behind the front tires for cut 
outs. We didn’t know anything back then. We were lucky not to get 
hurt welding with the fumes and all” recalled Norm.

Norm knew his wife Joyce back in high school but they didn’t start 
to date until both were attending Henry Ford Community College. 
“A mutual friend suggested that I call her for a date”” recalled Norm 
when asked how they met. They were married in September of 1963. 
They have 3 children and 7 grand children all of whom live in the 
greater metro area. Norm and his wife of nearly 43 years live in 
Livonia.

During the late 60’s and early 70’s the young family was growing 
and keeping busy with camping vacations and the usual activities 
such as Indian guides and coaching ball teams that one or another 
child belonged to. So cars as a special interest or hobby had been on 
hold until the acquisition of his father-in-law’s 1967 Mustang coupe 
sometime in the 70’s. Norm refurbished this one and owned another 
as well.

In 1979 fellow co-worker and 
friend Rick Jones introduced 
Norm to our club where he found 
his 1946 Ford coupe and purchase 
it from fellow club member Jim 
Ullery. “Jim had completed a lot of 
the work already but I wasn’t happy 
with the paint color so I stripped 
it down to repaint. The body was 
found to be very sound and not in 
need of any serious work. Jim had 
included a lot of loose and some 
extra parts in the deal. I did need 
to obtain a few that were missing 
or replace some with better ones. I 

got some things from a junk donor in a scrap yard near our vacation 
home and the rest at swap 
meets”. This donor car 
Norm related was sinking 
into the ground and I 
could only use what was 
above that. The interior 
is from Lebaron Bonney 
and Norm painted the car 
himself at home. 

One of Norm’s other 
interests is woodworking. 
He is currently adding some trim work to their home in Livonia 
and he has also extensively re- modeled their vacation home up 
north. Like all of us, he enjoys talking about and showing his cars 
to interested persons. When you sign up for volunteer work on the 
swap meet why don’t you ask Norm about his secret two seater also 
sharing garage space with the ’46?
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The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old car or 
truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested in how 

you came about finding your vehicle of choice, and what 
you have done to enhance its beauty, and / or mechanical 
condition. Simply mail or email us your article accompanied 
with a photo to:

PHIL LYON
pjlyon39@peoplepc.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
34945 Elmira

Livonia Mi. 48150
734.422.0595

or
VIC HOLLINGSHEAD

ROTUNDA TIMES
21104 Robinson

Farmington Hills, MI 48336
248.474.4356

YOUR CAR!

Club Meetings

The FMRC meets the first Wednesday of each month at the 
Knights of Columbus Patrick O’Kelley Hall in Dearborn 

(313.278.5600).  Refreshments are served after the meeting!

Come and bring a friend! 

Other Items at the Show & Tell

PLEASE HELP! March Show & Tell:
 More Cool Stuff!

Tom Mehlhose brought in some hard to find hubcaps for his 
truck, showed them to us, and told us the address where they 

are available. 

Scott Vorath brought in some interesting vintage racing pictures 
which the guys were interested in. 

Bill Bella brought in quite a collection of stuff. There were several 

sets of mud flaps from the 40’s or 50’s, and a not quite politically 
correct (see the pictures) license plate topper. 

Bill Gipperich brought in a record from the Lincoln Continental ad 
program which was of special interest to our Lincoln guys. 

Another item of interest was a wig-wag stop light, which wags back 
and forth when the brakes are applied. If I remember correctly, 

Maurice Horger has such a stop light on his 1932 Phaeton. Paul 
Conforto brought this item in.

Phil Lyon 
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A Florida Biker on the Way to the Beach with His Babe!
(Contributed by Phil Lyon)

April 5 Club Meeting
April Garage Tour TBA
May 3 Club Meeting
May 29 Memorial Day Parade w/K of C 

Hall
June 7 Club Meeting
June 11 Carnival of Cars
June 11 Wilson Barn Show
June 17-18 Motor Muster
June 25 Downriver Cruise
July 5 Club Meeting
July 15-16 FMRCOA Swap Meet and Car 

Show
July 23 Club Picnic TBA
August 2 Club Meeting
August Dearborn Homecoming TBA
August 19 Woodward Dream Cruise
Sept. 2-4 Overnighter TBA
Sept. 6 Club Meeting
Sept. 8-10 Frankenmuth Auto Fest
Oct. 4 Club Meeting
Oct. Color Tour - TBA
Nov. 1 Club Meeting
Dec. 6 Club Meeting
Dec. 9 Christmas Walk-Greenfield 

Village  

2006 FMRC Meetings & Events Calendar

Below is the tentative table of meetings & events for 
2006.  New information will be posted each month 

as events and dates are “firmed” up. Bold font represents 
club sponsored activities.  Also, if you have an idea for a 
Club event, please let a Board Member know!

Please participate in these events!
SNOWBIRDS
ct’d. from page 1 
temperatures in Michigan with their cars stowed away. I know what 
I’d like to do if I could!

Exemplifying the fun that our Snowbird members are having, on 
Friday, February 24, over 30 FMRCOA members and guests  held 
a dinner at John’s Steak and Seafood Restaurant in Zephyrhills, 
Florida.  The dinner capped a day at the Zephyrhills Winter Autofest 
(www.zephyrhillsauction.com) at which Club members participated 
(see p-9).

Attendees at the dinner included:

Bob & Lorraine Haas
Larry & Maxie Jo Haase
Darrell & Joni Harding
Roy Stull & Eli
Jerry Jablonski & Faye
Don & Joy Staisil
Bill MacNicol
Pat & Lynn Stanecki
Dick & Flo Anderson
Jack & Barbara Perkett
Don & Helen McCredie
John Hill
Jack Krompatic
Phil & Lois Wood
Bill Bella & JoAnn

“We all enjoyed a good meal that evening,” remarked. Bob Haas.  
Bob, we all wish we could have joined you!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A Note from the Treasurer

All’s well here!  Our membership is back up and, hence, 
we have collected all the dues. Also, our income tax 

forms are being prepared. 
Thanks much! 

 Steve Rohde
Treasurer

http://www.zephyrhillsauction.com
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March Meeting Minutes 
of the 

FMRCOA
March 1, 2006

 An Engaged Membership!

 Martin Pelker

The gavel crashed down at 7:12, and we were being so bad that 
it had to crash down at least once more. There were a few 

guests present including Curt and Laurel Gottlieb who bring to the 
collection of fabulous Fords a 57 Ford and a 2 door Fairlane 500. 
Another guest was Mike Ennis, who works with Ken Wallace, from 
R&M auction. Mike mentioned that he may have a Ford for sale. 
Rich Moenaert, another guest, did not mention a car. We are always 
glad to see Dave Lukari, who always comes to Michigan from sunny 
California for Autorama. According to Clara’s count there were 84 
members in attendance. 

Moving into the next segment of the meeting, Bob read us an 
article from the Tampa Tribune about Pat Stanecki (see page-xx) 
and his Florida escapades at the Winter Autofest. Bob Haas was also 
mentioned in the article. 

Members were again encouraged to take fliers and distribute them in 
places where they will do the most good. Bob also mentioned that 
he has been talking to Roush Motorsports about having a display 
in conjunction with our mini swap meet. Nothing final yet. The 
minutes from the February meeting and the treasurer’s report, read 
by the secretary, were both approved by the membership. 

A Rouge Tour is being planned and a sign up sheet was passed 
around. Money was collected from most of those who signed up. 
There are no refunds. The club is paying for half of the admission.

Mike Fontana told us about a deal he struck with the clothing 
company that he deals with. They will embroider a shirt or a jacket 
for you with our logo and your name for $15. Bring your stuff to 
Mike and he’ll take care of it. 

Jim Crawford, our website manager told us about a link on our 
website called hot rods of Dearborn which will feature stories about 

hot rods built in Dearborn during the 40’s and 50’s (see page yy). 
There is also an interesting site called Cars and Barns ( http://www.
carsinbarns.com/ ). Check out our site (http://www.fmrcoa.org ) for 

these and other links.          

Martin Pelker gave 
us a nice presentation 
about Ameristar, his 
automotive aftermarket 
business. There were lots 
of questions for Martin 
and lots of interest. 
There was lots of 
interesting stuff brought 
in for our show and tell 
session. Lots of prizes 
were handed out for 
our 50-50 drawing. The 
meeting was adjourned 
a little earlier than usual 
which, of course, gave us 
more time to eat!      

                                                                   Phil Lyon, Secretary

Car Accident
Two men get into a car accident. One is a tourist, and one is a native 
to the town. They get out of their cars to look at the damage. They 
exchange names and addresses, and wait for the cops to come. As 
they are waiting, the native says,”Why don’t we have a drink to calm 
our nerves?” The tourist accepts, and takes a drink out of the flask 
in the native’s coat. He hands it back to the native, who puts the cap 
back on and returns it to his coat. “Aren’t you going to have some?” 
the tourist asks. He replies, “As soon as the cops leave.”  

Used Car Classifieds Translations
MUST SELL: before it blows up. 

RUNS FINE: I was going to say “runs excellent” but I had a last 
minute attack of conscience. 

NEEDS SOME BODY WORK: was side-swiped by a Winnebago. 

WELL-MAINTAINED: I changed the oil occasionally. 

LOOKS LIKE NEW: just don’t try to drive it anywhere. 

ALL ORIGINAL: I never had anything fixed, adjusted, or replaced. 

LOADED WITH OPTIONS: each one more troublesome than 
the next. 

NEVER SMOKED IN: unfortunately, that’s the best thing I can 
say about it. 

PROJECT CAR: doesn’t run. 

LOTS OF POTENTIAL: doesn’t run. 

NEEDS MINOR REPAIR: doesn’t run.  

Car  Jokes*

* From h�p://www.geocities.com/MotorCity/1438/humor.
html#if 

http://www.carsinbarns.com/
http://www.carsinbarns.com/
http://www.fmrcoa.org
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1922 Model T Pedal Car

The Return Of The Mustang Pedal Car*

It wasn’t long after Henry Ford began mass-producing Model T’s 
at the turn of the century that kids took to sidewalks in miniature 

pedal cars. The steel covered toys remained high on children’s wish-
lists until the 70’s when the company stopped producing them. 

Just as the 1965 Mustang was a runaway hit, so was its counterpart 
pedal car, selling over 93,000 units by Christmas of its first year in 
production. Four decades later, the pedal-car with the Mustang logo 
is back and demand extends beyond kids, to their parents and grand-
parents as well, some of whom may have owned an original. 

“That Mustang became one of the hottest pedal cars of all time,” 
said Mark Bentley, Ford licensing manager “At first they were simply 
toys, but now adults see them as collectables. It’s a nostalgia thing.” 

Created as a promotion, Mustang Pedal Cars sold in Ford dealerships 

across the United States for a discount price of $12.95. But plastic 
gained ground over metal as a material for toys in ensuing years 
and the Mustang’s initial pedal car manufacturer AMF-the same 
company that makes bowling equipment-sold the tooling to a 
Mexican company. In the early 80’s that company closed, leaving the 
original equipment in a warehouse, where it remained untouched 
for nearly 20 years. 

Enter Mark Luzaich in 2004. As the owner of Warehouse 36, a 
small company in Windsor California, Luzaich started importing 
and producing pedal cars as collectables. Hearing about the original 
equipment, he flew to Mexico, bought it, and prepared to produce 
the original Mustang Pedal Car once again. Despite modifications 
for contemporary safety standards, it would be exactly the same with 
all-steel construction, adjustable rubber pedals, a clear windshield 
and authentic Mustang markings. 

The biggest difference from the original pedal car is the price. While 
Ford dealerships sold them at a discount, in stores, they retailed for 
$25. But just as the cost of the Mustang has increased ten-fold over 
the last 40 years, so too has the price of the pedal car which now 
retails for around $250. 

“The nice thing is that they’re made out of steel, so when kids outgrow 
them their parents can save them for the grandkids,” said Luzaich. 

Luzaich contacted the Ford Licensing Office for permission to 
market the toy as the original Mustang Pedal Car. 

“We were excited when they approached us, it was like finding a 
piece of history and bringing it back to life,” said Bentley. “Like the 

Mustang itself, the pedal car has always been considered an icon,” 

But the Mustang wasn’t the only icon Luzaich wanted to license. 
Having learned the ropes of the pedal car business, he wanted 
to try something that hadn’t been seen before. Working with toy 
designer, Graham Metcalfe, they created a 1932 Ford Roadster 
pedal car based on the lines of what had become known as the 
original “Deuce Coupe.” 

“The 32 Roadster is the quintessential hot rod,” said Metcalfe. “We 
worked very hard to make sure the grill and other markings were 
just right. We wanted it to be very retro.” 

Metcalfe says not only are a growing number of pedal cars being 
sold to car enthusiasts and their kids, there’s also a growing market 
for hot rod shops. Hot rod designers are modifying them to look 
like miniature versions of their vehicles. 

Leslie Kendall, a curator at the Petersen Auto Museum in Los 
Angeles, says he is not surprised by the rebirth and growing interest 
in pedal cars. 

“People are just as nostalgic about pedal cars as they are the real 
thing because they bring back fond memories,” he said. “Besides, 
they’re easier to maintain, don’t require oil changes, and they’re 
decorative.”

*Ford Motor Company featured story/press release found by Grant 
Beard: http://media.ford.com/newsroom/feature_display.cfm?relea
se=22125&cmp=rss_media_mustang  

For information on the Mustang Pedal car, go to www.Fordcollection.
com .

Pedal Car History*

It didn’t take long after the rise of the automobile for kids to take 
to the sidewalks in cars of their own. In the 1890s the first pedal 

cars were scratch-built from parts found around the barn, much like 
automobiles themselves. As the car became a plaything of the rich 
by the turn of the century, 
so too the pedal car became 
an exquisite, commercially 
built toy. Sheet steel 
covered the car’s wood 
frame, and full-size carriage 
lights, starting cranks, and 
license plates furnished the 
trim. Eventually pedal cars 
became recognizable as 
certain marques, like Buick, 
Pierce-Arrow, and Winton.

Pedal cars truly followed the lines of the cars of their time. The flashy, 
wood-frame pedal cars of the 1920s gave way to larger and heavier 
machines from the 1930s with chrome hubcaps and prominent hood 
ornaments. Pedal cars reflected the decade’s romance with speed, and 
pedal car manufacturer Gendron even hired a young designer named 
Brooks Stevens, who later became an important car designer, to give 
its 1940 Pioneer Roadster a kind of streamline style.

Continued on page 10.

http://www.Fordcollection.com
http://www.Fordcollection.com
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Needed: A Few Good Men
by

Vic Hollingshead

Aerial view of Zephyrhills AutoFest

FMRCOA Members Featured in Florida 
Newspaper*

ZEPHYRHILLS — Amid the old-fashioned pickups, ageless 
Studebakers and antique Mustangs at the 32nd annual Winter 
AutoFest was Pat Stanecki’s flea market-style display of l940s Ford 
parts. For six years, Stanecki and his friends in the Ford-Mercury 
Restorers Club of America hit the event held in Festival Park on 
U.S. 301.

A former designer of doors and quarter panels at Ford Motor Co., 
Stanecki, of Allen Park, Mich., said he doesn’t make much money 
selling the parts he has collected. “It’s just for fun,” he said, as vintage 
stock car engines roared in the background. “I used to go to shows 
all over, but I got married last year. I’ve got all kinds of Ford parts 
from 1932 to 1970.”

Nearby stood Bob Haas, also in the Ford-Mercury club, whose back 
was covered by neon orange poster board that advertised a 1956 
Ford Crown Victoria. 

About 35 members of the Ford-Mercury club will meet tonight at 
John’s Steak & Seafood Restaurant on County Road 54. “They take 
real good care of us,” he said.

*From “Get Your Motor Running: Winter Autofest Features Vintage 
Parts” by Geoff Fox in Tampa Tribune, February 24, 2006.

I am in need of a “few good men” (i.e., a 
couple of able-bodied Club Members) to 

assist me with the signage detail at the Swap 
Meet. My assistants from the last few years are 
no longer able (due to physical problems).

The time involved is considerable:

3 hours on Friday afternoon & 3 hours on Sunday afternoon

The work consists of:

Setting up & taking down all of the advertising signage on I94 
ramps, and intersections in about a 2 mile radius of the Fairgrounds; 
as well as the signage & cones inside the Fairgrounds.

Helping with the clean-up & putting stuff into the trailer.

Any help will be appreciated!

Thanks,

Vic Hollingshead
248.474.4356  

•

•

•

The Hot Rods of Dearborn*
Put Your Story on the web! 
Greetings local motorheads. My name is Tom Kuhr and I’ve created 
this website ( http://www.thehotrodsofdearborn.com ) for the purpose 

of providing a comprehensive 
resource of stories and images 
of Dearborn’s hot rod history. 
This is about capturing the 
activity of hand-built hot 
rods from the 40’s, 50’s, 
and 60’s in backyard garages 
throughout the city. The 
focus is on the cars, people, 
craftsmanship, and ingenuity 

that motivated the car culture scene of this period. 
Feel free to send any stories and pictures that can document the rich 
hot rod legacy of Dearborn or the surrounding Detroit metro area. 

Please leave the factory muscle car era for another day. This website 
is dedicated to the unique hand-built nature of the early hot rod 
scene.

It’s time to pour through the old hot rod archives and...DRAG 
IT OUT!

Email: tomkuhr@thehotrodsofdearborn.com 
Ph: 313-563-3455 
23663 Lawrence 
Dearborn, MI 48128

* Norm Greig directed me to this website and I contacted Tom 
Kuhr. He’d love to hear from you guys! Tom will also speak at our
May meeting!

 http://www.thehotrodsofdearborn.com
mailto:tomkuhr@thehotrodsofdearborn.com
mailto:tomkuhr@thehotrodsofdearborn.com
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Dave Gutierrez at Meeting

The postwar prosperity of the 1950s brought a brand-new automobile 
to every driveway, and the newly affordable, all-metal pedal car became 
the baby boom generation’s first set of wheels at the same time. Through 
the 1954 Sears, Roebuck and Co. catalog, you could buy a chain-drive 
Garton Kidillac Deluxe with battery-powered head- and taillights for 
$36.95, or a pedal-and-rod-drive Champion sports car from Murray 
Ohio for $11.98. Pedal cars were such an icon of popular culture that 
they were widely featured in advertising. The Garton Kidillac was even 
given away as a premium to buyers of new Cadillacs.

A declining birth rate, high inflation, and the plastic Marx Big Wheel 
tricycle all arrived in the early 1970s, and pedal cars were never the 
same. Murray Ohio stopped making pedal cars altogether and began 
manufacturing the newly popular power lawn mower. The introduction 
of Rubbermaid’s incredibly durable, all-plastic Little Tikes Cozy Coupe 
in 1979 (still in production) sealed the fate of the all-metal, old-style 
pedal car. “When you see a metal pedal car today,” notes Petersen 
Museum director Gross, “it reminds you of the craftsmanship we’ve 
lost.”

The good news is that the current enthusiasm for automobile memorabilia 
has ignited interest in pedal cars both old and new. The Wheel Goods 
Trader and Pedal Car News link enthusiasts across the country, and a 
few hobbyists help keep old pedal cars alive by remanufacturing parts 
and even bodies. For example, George Medinilla of Gardena, California, 
restores and builds cars for clients (including Disney) in his home’s 
small garage, manufactures his own fiberglass reproductions of pedal car 
bodies, and also distributes pedal car kits. His Web site (www.pedalcar.
net) serves as an effective link to all aspects of the hobby. “When you get 
a pedal car, you’re always happy [with it],” says Medinilla, “and you can’t 
always say that about a full-size car.” 

Today you can find a semi-collectible pedal car of your own at almost 
any swap meet. It probably won’t be in great condition, because some 
kid learned to drive in it, after all. But you can buy the parts you’ll need 
to restore it from hobbyists like Medinilla, and you can do almost all 
the work on a bench in your garage. Unrestored cars can be found at 
swap-meet prices, while all-metal kits of new pedal cars (some newly 
arrived from Korea) can cost as little as $200. Completed fiberglass cars 
bring more than $1000, and a perfectly restored all-metal car is worth 
thousands, depending on its rarity. Auction prices for extremely rare 
models have reached $77,000. Anybody know where to find a powder 
blue, Fifties-style Champion sports car by Murray Ohio?

*Abridged Story originally written by Michael Jordan (www.pedalcar.net )

PEDAL CAR HISTORY

ct’d. from page 8.

Your Ad Could Go Here!

Contact Phil Lyon at 734.422.0595                
  pjlyon39@peoplec.com 

http://www.pedalcar.net
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Dillie’s Story:  Part IV -- Dillie  is Traded*
by Steve Farley

* This is the fourth part of the story of Steve’s 1911 Model T touring 
that is based on fact and information gathered through his extensive 
research. It is told in the style of Personification—the car being “lst.
person”.  In subsequent months we will continue the story.

Manly and Dillie 

It was late afternoon when a truck pulling a trailer pulled into the 
driveway. The man who had stopped in before got out of the truck 

and I knew I was leaving. He had brought his son, Edward, with 
him. His name was Vince Almeter. He was a large man with a kind 

heart and friendly smile. 
I was driven up onto the 
trailer and tied down. Manly 
and Vince spoke for a while 
then we were off. Edward 
rode with me on the trailer. 
We went clear to Varysburg, 
a small town about 13 miles 
from Java center. That night 
I spent out on the trailer.

The next day a few people stood around, looked, talked, and joked. 
I was then driven down and off for a spin around the block. Vince 
had an auto garage and service station and scrap yard full of junk cars. 
Sometimes I would be parked in the service station at night, and other 
times I would get to use the garage at the Almeter house. I’d always 
dreamed of a garage. Now I missed the barn, with its smell of hay. The 
garage seemed small, with tight quarters, and new friends like bikes and 
lawnmowers, and all kinds of stuff. But as before, I was always sheltered 
from the rain and winter weather. I still had no rust. Vince was known 
by everybody in town, and they were always asking him favors. His 
main business was the towing service. Many times I’d see him leave with 
the tow truck on a job, even late at night. His service station even pumped 
gas, and at one time they had several brands to choose from. From time 
to time there were some other old cars around but I was the oldest, now 
definitely considered an antique. 

Then one day it finally happened. I was driven to the center of the service 
area and the equipment came out! Vince started to take some of my parts 
off. I was scared. This was worse than you guys going to the dentist. I 
received a sand down job on my original paint. Vince then gave me a 
brand new paint job, black. I got to keep a lot of my original paint 
underneath. I felt new again! 

Vince drove me in many parades in the surrounding towns. 
Sometimes I’d be carrying four or five people, all the way from the 
chief of police to the fire marshal. One day coming home from a long 
drive I felt a knocking in my engine. It kept getting worse, fast. Then 
all of a sudden, bang, something broke, boy did that hurt! It turned 
out to be my #1 rod. They hauled me in and tore my engine apart. 
Would I have to get another engine that wasn’t my original open valve 
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high compression head motor? Again, I got lucky, for the block was not 
damaged. They replaced only the one rod, and put my engine back in 
again. The last thing I remember is Vince taking his youngest daughter for 
rides in me in the mid 1950’s.

It was in 1959 and I had been in the garage at the house for sometime 
when a young man was brought in to see me. He was known by everybody 
around for crashing his plane in a nearby field and living through it. 
Everybody said that if anyone around here were going to make it big in 
life it would be William Jay Milligan, Jr. (known as Jay Milligan). He 
was not afraid of taking chances and his goal was to make money. He 
came to pick me up in a trailer like last time, but this time I had to be 
pushed up, for I had not been running in a while. This time I was not 
sold for money, but was traded evenly for a 1948 Chevrolet wrecker. The 
value of the wrecker at that time was approximately $1,000.00. This was 
the first time that I sold for more than I did new. He took me to Lakeview, 
New York, about 35 miles northeast of Varysburg. I was taken off the 
trailer and pushed into a warehouse. By now the paint job I had received 
10 years ago didn’t look too good. I still had the factory top, which was 
now 48 years old and was pretty rough.  My leather seats were pretty 
worn looking, especially the cushions. I looked tired and my radiator 
had been repaired a couple of times. As I sat there I thought maybe 
this was the beginning of the end. But if I was worth the same as a 10-
year-old wrecker, I must have value. William never started or drove me.  
I only belonged to him for eleven months when he traded me for a 1903 
Pope Waverly Electric car. This was an even trade with a value being set of 
around $2,500.00! Wow, could I be worth this much to someone?

1978 Lincoln Mark V triple silver, 55K miles, 400 engine, 
loaded, turbine wheels, no rust, Arizona car, $6500 or best offer. 
Gary McDonagh 520-721-4 362.

1973 Mustang left outside rear view mirror, also spotlight. 
Make offer. Clara Mooradian 313-383-9380.

1983 Lincoln Mark VI 5.OL AOD Signature series, 2DR 
70,000 original miles, light beige with dark brown top. Chamois 
interior. Velour cloth, gold moon roof. Loaded. Mint Arizona 
car. No rust $4995. Bob 734- 674-8483. 

Cast iron stock intake manifold. Black restored. $120 Bob 
734-674-8483.

Flathead water pump EBU 8605-A re-manufactured ready to 
go $48 Hank 810-231-3184.

1950 Ford 2DR sedan all original Washington state car V8 
56,000 original miles Perfect. Mike Ennis 734-671-8812. 

Wanted 
1957 Ford and Thunderbird factory supercharger parts. 

Roger Hayman 313-271-8216.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Left rear view mirror and spotlight for 1973 Mustang. Make offer Clara 
Mooradian 313-383-9380

1966 Olds 98 LS black on black, 47,000 miles. 1 ½ condition, mint 
interior with tissue dispenser and make up mirror in rear seat.365 HP super 
rocket, fancier than a Cadillac. PS, PB, AC ( reconditioned 1 year ago) 
radial tires, drives beautifully, rides like a dream, $10,500 Chuck Niehaus 
248-879-9406

1966 Mustang 289 hydraulic Hi Po camshaft and lifters, new, $125; 289 
4V cast iron original intake manifold, restored. $120; 1997 Cobra Mustang 
coil springs, 10,000 miles. $50; 1983 Lincoln Mark VI, looks new, signature 
series, 2 dr gold, moon roof, low miles, 4950 Bob Milligan 734-674-8483

1965 289 4V intake $100 Gene Johnson 734-261-8334

46 Ford business coupe or four door good solid steel front doors $200 
apiece or $300 for the pair; 47 2dr sedan or coupe good solid steel doors 
same price; 47 super deluxe hood straight steel $250; 46 front fenders, good 
condition,  $75 apiece or $100 for the pair; 46 rear fenders good condition 
same price; 41 hood ,straight, $225; 41 stainless moulding, good, $100; 
41 stainless hood moulding good, $60; AC unit ,complete, mid 60’s Ford 
$100; 41 super deluxe horn ring very good $75; 41 steering wheel good $40; 
65 T bird good condition, rebuilt engine, $2500, needs TLC; Mercury sun 
valley, nice project car, $8000; 56 Merc Montclair, North Carolina car, 98% 
solid steel needs interior, all chrome grill, bumpers, etc. freshly plated last 
year. Very good stainless mouldings, dent free, need to be buffed out. Bill 
Bella 734-992-2099 

1937 Buick Special. Complete & straight. Good for a hot-rod. $1500.  
Steve Rohde 734-717-5444.

Acetylene / Oxygen Welding & Cutting Outfit. Three welding tips and 
cutting attachment. Large Cylinders with cart.   $125.00.   734-432-5065 
Norm

‘Ford-O-Matic’ 3 sp. auto trans out of a ‘63 260 Fairlane five bolt bell 
$150.00.  Brian at 734-753-3788 or mbhouse@chartermi.net

   Wanted
Trans kick down rod for 1964 or 65 Comet or Mustang ( C-4 trans) Gene 

Johnson 734-261-8334

1953 Ford 6 cyl 215CID exhaust manifold EAA-9430-A, Ed Danes 248-
685-9788 

Ford 1942 business coupe trunk lid Rod Lamb E-mail dellamb@sbcglobal.
net 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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