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Feature Vehicle of the Month: 
1927 Ford Model T

“An Animal’s Best Friend”

 Owned by 
Roger Hodyka

April 30 Garage Crawl a Super Event! 

Continued on page 6.

Laurel and Hardy made me buy my first Model T. I love T’s 
because they are so mechanically simple. It’s so simple that three 

monkeys and a small child could take one apart and reassemble it 
again. My father would tell me stories of how he could buy one for 
five dollars in the 1940’s. Once he was coming home from a trip to 
the lake and his T started knocking and shaking real bad. He pulled 
over at a gas station, pulled off the bottom cover of the engine pan, 
cut off a piece of his belt and used it to replace the worn babbitt. He 
put it back together, filled it with oil, and drove it on home. Boy, 
talk about simple!

 I bought my 1926 four door Model T in 1984 from the son of the 
original owner who bought it new. His name was Ray Small, and 
he really was small. Small and very fat. In fact, he was so fat that he 
could no longer fit under the steering wheel and that is why he was 
selling it. Ray’s father’s name was also Ray, and the two Rays lived on 
a small farm outside of Saginaw. The roads were all still dirt and no 
one ever salted them in the winter. Ray said that is why the car lasted 
so long without rusting away. 

Ray’s father kept very accurate records of every car, truck, tractor, or 
farm equipment that he owned. He told me that the car had three 
engine rebuilds, eight rebabbiting jobs, two sets of fenders, one rear 
end, nine batteries, and 43 sets of tires! He told me that the set of 
tires on my car now was bought in 1960. Three of those tires are still 
on my car. 

On April 30th the FMRCOA members were treated to an 
exceptional garage crawl organized by Mike Fontana.  About 

60 club members participated in the 
event that started at Jack Krompatic’s 
house in Farmington Hills where 
we had coffee and donuts and 
viewed the vehicles in his garages.   
The state of Jack’s “project” garage 
where he currently was working on 
an old Merc  made me feel right 
at home!  Jack’s collection includes 
several early 50’s Fords! 

Next we motored to Alex Atard’s House in Farmington Hills.  Alex’s 
collection of cars and other antiques and collectibles is amazing!  He 
began his car collection in 1958 and has over 50 cars mostly from 
the late teens into the 20’s.  Some of these cars have been restored, 
but a majority are sitting outside in 
the open in their “original” state.  
There was a certain “charm” and 
eeriness about the way these rare 
automobiles sat there – almost 
waiting to be brought back to life 
again!

In the mid-eighties Alex began 
building a “western town” on his 
property. The town consists of a number of streets and buildings 

On May 11 I had the unique opportunity to meet Arthur (Art) 
Caille of Canton.  Art is the grandson of one of the “The Caillie 

Brothers.”  My interview with Art was arranged by our Associate 
Editor, Denise Rohde, who works at the Glacier Hills Retirement 
Community where Art’s wife of 52 years, 
Eleanor, resides. (Glacier Hills would be a 
great place for an FMRCOA mini car show 
as the folks there seem to love old cars!)

Between 1892 and 1937 the Callie Brothers 
were pioneers in a number of areas.  They 
designed and manufactured innovative, 
beautiful slot machines; candy and gum 
dispensers; coin operated “moving” picture 

An Interview with a Slot Machine Pioneer 
Decendant

1904 BIG SIX SlotContinued on page 4.

Continued on page 7.

L to R: Phil Lyon,  George Patrick, 
Jack Krompatic, and Ed Goff

Some of Alex Atard’s Cars!
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Editors’  Message

This month we’d like to thank Roger Hodyka for not only 
providing us with his Feature Vehicle, but also for writing the 

entertaining story that went with it! I’ve had a Model T since 1967 
and it’s a great vehicle.  Mine had a powerplant transplant in 1996 
when I put a complete 1984 Mustang 2.3 L powertrain into it. 
Now it’s very reliable!

We’d also like to thank Lowell Reams for his educational article on 
brake systems.  We’d very much like to continue to put more such 
material into the newsletter!

As indicated on page 1, Denise Rohde located our interviewee, 
Arthur Caillie.  Perhaps some of you know interesting people who 
we can interview for the Rotunda Times – or maybe you’d like to 
be interviewed yourself?  Please let us know!

This month we have no letters to the editor. We’d like to get this 
going again! Members are encouraged to send us their letters 
dealing with car questions, club events, or other suggestions.  We’ll 
try to get the questions answered by various experts including other 
club members.  

All members are encouraged to submit articles as often as possible.  
You can email them to us, or mail us files or typed or even 
handwritten text! Material should relate to the automotive hobby, 
transportation or related interests.  You don’t have to be a good 
writer either – we’ll edit your stuff and it’ll look great! 

Thanks for your support!

Steve & Denise Rohde, Editors

FMRC
FORD AND MERCURY RESTORERS

CLUB of AMERICA
P.O. Box 2938  •  Dearborn, MI  48123

2005 OFFICERS
   President  Bob Guetschow     248.328.9113
   Vice President  Art Cervi    248.553.8897
       ltc_acervi@yahoo.com
   Secretary              Phil Lyon   734.422.0595

     pjlyon39@peoplepc.com
   Treasurer  Steve Rohde   734.717.5444
      steve@quantumsignal.com
   Director  John Hill   734.455.8611
   Director  Mike Fontana   248.926.0160
   Director   Doug Osborn   248.597.0940
                                      dougosborn@wideopenwest.com

The Ford & Mercury Restorers Club is a hobby organization whose 
purpose is to foster and promote the acquisition, preservation and 
use of all Ford vehicles, 25 years of age and  older.

The FMRC Membership Advantage!!!!!!

Your Board officers and Editors take extra effort to 
bring you FREE Classifieds and Schedule of Events 

found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage 
of these benefits your membership provides. Post your 
schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your 
ads at a meeting or mail to Phil Lyon your ad editor.  For 
more information on becoming a member go to   http://
www.fmrcoa.org/  or write to:

FMRC Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938

Dearborn MI  48123
Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE
May 2005 

WELCOME NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS

Mark Sapienz
3024 Concord
Trenton, Mi  48183
(734) 676-5379
1953 Ford Crestliner
1966 Ford Galaxie Ltd

Jan Prusinowski
826 Highview
Dearborn, Mi  48128
(313) 590-1189
1970 Mustang Fastback

On April 30th, the club sponsored a garage tour starting at member 
Jack Krompatic’s house.  Jack has several cars sandwiched in his 

available space, but the unusual part of this first stop was the many 
die cast cars and car and antique items displayed in his house. This 
was topped off by a number of slot machines and electric games.  
Our members were delighted by all they saw.  The club provided 
coffee and donuts at this stop.  
We then moved on to Alex Attard’s house and a display of cars, car 
parts and antiques that had all of the group’s jaws dropping and 
hearts stopping. Alex has converted his property into a fantasyland 
with 52 old cars that ran the gamut from old derelict hulks to 
restored examples of some pretty rare cars like Durant, Hupmobile 
and Willys Knight, to name a few.  This is all set in a backdrop of 
an old western town.  Alex is a very delightful guy, who has many a 
story to tell.  In short, you have to see it to believe it.  
We ended the tour at Motor City Steel with Scott Lempert, our 
host.  We’ve seen several first class restoration facilities over the past 
couple of years or so, and you would have to include this one as well.  
They do it all here, and the sheer size of it all is very impressive to 
be sure.  We topped the day off with the club providing some pizza 
and soft drinks.  All of the stops were quite impressive and unique in 
their own right.  We want to thank Mike Fontana, our tour guide, 
for a well planned and well attended event.  We had about 65 or so 
members and guests in attendance.  Nice turnout, guys!  
RM Auction was another club activity that took place April 22-
24, and a lot of you pitched in and assisted with the movement of 
the cars on to the auction block.  I was there for a while on Friday 
night, and Art Cervi had everything well organized and running 
smoothly.  I spoke with Ken Wallace, and RM was pleased with our 
contribution.  We have their check in the bank and we close the 
book with RM until this fall, when we do it all again.  We thank all 
of you who participated and in particular Art Cervi, for a job well 
done.
Sadly, and on behalf of the club, our condolences go out to the 
families and friends of some current and former members of our 
club.  We mark the passing of Arnie Schwab, former member and 
membership secretary on April 7th ; current member and former 
president, Jack Terrell on April 23rd ; current member Harry Miller 
on April 25th ; and finally, former member Doug Fawk on April 30th.  
Their troubles are over now.  May they rest in peace.
We have to add Dan Kirby to our sick list.  Dan has been diagnosed 
with prostate cancer, and is in the process of dealing with the surgery.  
Our best wishes go out to Dan.
Brian Saylor reports to me that the remaining membership rosters 
will be mailed along with the newsletter to those who have not 
already received theirs.  Brian has done a good job on this and 
deserves our thanks.
I wish to remind you again to sign up for the swap meet work roster.  
Please see Norm Greig  or  Larry Swanson at the June meeting or call 

Norm at 734-432-5065 or Larry at 248-474-3902.
Any last minute registrations for the Barn Show on June 12th should 
call Mike Fontana at 248-926-0160.
At the May meeting, Roy Stull suggested that we do something special 
for Alex Attard, who was our 2nd stop on the April 30th garage tour.  
The board decided that Alex be presented with a framed certificate 
of appreciation.  Mike Fontana and I presented the certificate to Alex 
on May 15th.  Alex was delighted with the club for thinking of him.
Another issue was presented at the May meeting by Don Olson.  
Don asked the club to donate a trophy to the Grumpy Old Men’s 
Car Club, who along with Classsic Auto Show Place, is sponsoring 
a car show, on June 4th, to raise funds for a little 1 year old cancer 
victim named Mya.  John Hughes then weighed in by raising the ante 
to two trophies. I tabled the discussion for Board consideration.  The 
Board, after some discussion, decided to raise the ante to ten trophies.  
I spoke with with Ray Carpentier of Classic Auto Show Place, and 
we agreed that the ten donated trophies would be inscribed with 
“Donated by the Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America”, and 
the club name would appear on a sign listing all the sponsors of the 
trophies.  Ray also agreed that I, or a representative of the club could 
personally present all ten trophies to car show winners.  This is good 
publicity for the club and I thank the Board for helping me handle 
the project with the dignity benefiting our organization.
Pat O’Hara from M&P Limos tells me that all members are entitled 
to a 10% discount when using his limo service.  Pat and his son, 
Mike, were presenters at our April meeting.
We will be sponsoring a mini swap meet at the June meeting.  Call 
Harry McAuliffe at 313-534-5974 for further details.
Dave Gutierrez from the Telegraph Cruise organizing committee 
will be at the  next meeting to fill us in on that event, and also Joe 
Sabo from Varsity Ford will be in to give us the details on the new 
members only parts discount program that Joe and I have agreed 
on.  So…
Don’t forget, the next meeting is June 1st at the K of C Hall at the 
new start time of 8PM (6PM for the mini-swap meet). 
Till next time.
Bob Guetschow
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The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old car or 
truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested in how 

you came about finding you vehicle of choice, and what 
you have done to enhance its beauty, and / or mechanical 
condition. Simply mail or email us your article accompanied 
with a photo to:

PHIL LYON
pjlyon39@peoplepc.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
34945 Elmira

Livonia Mi. 48150
734.422.0595

or
VIC HOLLINGSHEAD

ROTUNDA TIMES
21104 Robinson

Farmington Hills, MI 48336
248.474.4356

YOUR CAR!

Club Meetings
The FMRC meets the first Wednesday of each month at the 
Knights of Columbus Patrick O’Kelley Hall in Dearborn 
(313.278.5600).  Refreshments are served after the meeting!

Come and bring a friend! 

machines; and, ultimately, outboard motors.  Their slot machines 
were the “Cadillac” (or should I say “Lincoln”) of slot machines! The 
Company owned a 240,000 square foot manufacturing facility that 
is still there at 2nd and Amsterdam in Detroit.

Art attended Ford Apprentice and Trade School in the 30’s. In 1934 
his grandfather gave him the 1932 Ford V8 shown in the picture.  
He subsequently traded that Ford for a 1936 Ford with a rumble 
seat that he bought from Hucks Ford in Detroit. He reflects fondly 
on those old Fords!

Art has had an illustrious career. He 
began working as a die and fixture 
designer for Ford in the late 30’s.  He 
then worked for ExCello Corporation 
for a number of years where he reported 
to the Vice-President of Engineering 
who was George C. Scott’s (Patton) 
father! Subsequently Art became a 
partner in the R&D Tool Company where he 
was a manufacturer’s representative from 1947 until he retired in 
1986.

Art has 4 children, 8 grand children, and 4 great-grandchildren.  He 
loves to travel and has spent much time in Florida.

Art is very engaging and gregarious.  He’s provides a fountain of 
information about slot machines, gaming, Detroit history, etc.!  I 
very much encourage club members to contact him at 734.740.9949 
to chat! He’d love a call!

    Art with his ‘32 Ford and in a Boat Powered by a Caille OB ~’33

Interview, ct’d from page 1.

Steve Rohde

Notice
June 25, 2005 

Jim Stewart Estate Automotive & Tool 
Barn Sale 

 Lifetime Collection. 
Follow signs from Napier  North Territorial 

Salem TWP.   9 AM-5 PM 
Call Roy Stull for more info:  

248.553.0420

Art Today!
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The parking lot was again a main source of interest on a nice 
May evening. Ray Mickiewicz brought his 40 LaSalle with 

the big Caddy engine which created quite a stir. If we get weary of 
checking out the same cars each month we can always depend on 
Mike Fontana to appear with some new tin. 

Bob began the meeting with a welcome to all members and an 
introduction of guests present. A father and son team, Ron Richards 
Sr.and Ron Richards Jr. came to visit. Sr. has a model A coupe, and 
Jr. has a Merc Cougar. John Brusinowski came with Ray Mickiewicz, 
and he joined the club. Jim Perkett, from Kansas, came along with his 
brother, Jack. John Skerske, Bob Martin, Kevin Kovach, and Mark 
Sapienz were guests, and Mark joined the ranks. All are welcome. 
Head count was 103. 

We had to announce some sad news. Jack Terrell, Harry Miller, and 
former members, Arnie Schwab and Doug Fawk all have passed 
away. Dan Kirby, Bud Hassett, Wally Wigand, and Jim Underwood 
are all on our “under the weather” list. Get well soon Guys!

Bob talked about the new Telegraph Cruise which should be 
scheduled for July 30. A show of hands indicated approximately 
30 were interested. Bob is looking into a possible parking spot for 
the club. Harry McAuliffe announced the mini swap meet for next 
meeting night. 6:00 to 8:00 for buying and selling. Joe Newland and 
Bill MacNicol are both doing volunteer work and were attemting to 
recruit some helpers. Bill Murray is headed for California, and says 
goodbye to all club members. He’ll be missed. Larry Haase received 
his certificate of appreciation. Bob read the treasurer’s report and 
that and the minutes were accepted by motions from the floor. 

A Note from the Treasurer

All’s well here! I’d just like to say that if I miss a 
meeting (which I don’t plan to do for a while), 

please send me your bill to my home address (on page 
2) and I’ll get a check out to you stat!

                                               Steve Rohde,  Treasurer

 May Meeting Minutes 
of the 

FMRCOA
May 4, 2005

 Our Distinguished May FMRCOA Meeting Attendees!

Mike Fontana reported about the garage crawl to Jack Krompatic’s 
garage, Alex Attard’s display, and Motor City Steel restoration shop. 
About 60 people were in attendance, and all had a great time. Thanks 
to all who made it a success. Art Cervi said that the R&M auction 
also worked out well, and that helpers for next year have already 
started to sign up. Again, Thanks. Jim Crawford announced that 
he is putting lots of new pictures on the web site. Be sure to stop in 
for a visit. There were several car shows, parades and what have you 
plugged, and this is definitely the season, so check your schedules. 
The Barn Show is coming up and the club is paying for half the entry 
fee if you go in and park with the club. We will provide snacks. Have 
your money to Mike Fontana at the next meeting. 

Lynn Stringer was our speaker and he told us about his car storage 
facility. It is air conditioned and heated year round. It can be rented 
either seasonally or annually for $75/mo. or $90/mo. The 50-50 auction 
and Show and Tell finished up the meeting and we were adjourned. 

                                          

Respectfully submitted,  

Phil Lyon

Contributed by Jack Perkett
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Feature Car: An Animal’s Best Friend
      ct’d. from page 1
My roof has wood slats across it. Originally the roof was just a 
headliner, chicken wire, a pad, and some rubberized material over 
the top. The entire body of the four door is made of wood. As the 
cars got older, the bodies got kind of flimsy, so people would put 
wood across the ceiling in order to stiffen up the body. When I got 
the car I had to re-wood the wood. 

Ray said the car had been driven almost every day and had only been 
down seventeen months since new. Ray’s father’s records showed the 
mileage to be 1,045,306 miles since new. I kept this tradition going 
and recorded another 28,830 miles on my new engine until the 
speedometer broke in 1999. Driving about six miles a day, I figured 
I put on another 11,532 miles in the last six years. That is a grand 
total of 1,085,668 miles in 79 years. One of these days I’ve got to 
buy a new set of tires!

My T can go through mud like a tank. Snow? No problem; but ice, 
no way! It gets 35 miles per gallon, but only goes 45 miles per hour. 
She weighs 2,110 pounds and is powered by a 1971 Pinto 1600 cc 
engine that I installed in 1985. The kerosene lamps are turn signals, 
it has breakerless ignition, a 12 volt system, a hand wiper, no heat, 
no catalytic converter, no computer, or anything made of breakable 
plastic. It’s all steel and wood, Amen!

I had to make my own hydraulic brakes for the rear. Everyone who 
owned a T told me, “ Anyone can make them go fast, but nobody 
can stop them.” Two wheel mechanical brakes on today’s roads is 
practically insane. You have to put so much distance between you 
and the car in front of you.  I have always strived to make my cars 
look totally original, but totally invisibly  updated. I even had a Ford 
research engineer chamber a muffler for me so it would even sound 
like a T. The only problem I have now, is that the engineer that did 
it is now retired, and when it rusts out, I’m done. 

The T is extremely reliable; slow, but reliable. It once took me three 
and a half hours to drive from Plymouth to Frankenmuth. When 
my 1970 pickup broke down, I had to drive the T to work from 
Plymouth to Livonia for a whole year. Boy, if you think you get a lot 
of looks in the summertime, you ought to see the looks you get from 
people in the winter. When I lived in Plymouth, I drove her to all 
the club meetings at the Mason Street location all year long. Once 
I even gave a Lincoln a jump. Boy, was that satisfying! The Lincoln 
was only five years old. 

Buying the car from Ray was an experience in itself. I lived in Livonia 
and he lived in Saginaw. Ray was moving to Drummond Island and 
the only things left to move were the cars. I worked afternoons at 
Ford, so I had to wait until I got off work at midnight before I could 
drive up there. Ray collected antique accordions. After we got the 
T on the trailer, we went inside to sign the title. Big mistake! Ray 
decided to show me some of his accordions. Three hours later, I’m 
sitting on the couch, falling asleep while he plays each one of his 
twenty-five antique accordions.

I paid $1500 for my T in 1984. I have always been a scrounge, and 
managed to collect $1700 from bottles and cans that I found in 
the streets, and I used it to buy the car. Gives new meaning to the 
term “Tin Lizzie”! Since then I’ve paid for all the car’s oil, gas, and 

maintenance with bottle and can money. Now it has just become a 
challenge to see if I can keep it up. The older I get, the harder it is to 
pick up those bottles and cans. It really embarrasses my wife! 

Many people have asked me why I don’t restore the car, and I tell 
them that I like people to see what the car looks like after 79 years. 
All you ever seem to see is cars that are totally restored to the point 
that they look even better than when they came out of the factory. 
Model T’s were not spray painted. They were dipped into paint tanks 
and whatever paint didn’t roll off, that was your paint job. With the 
exception of rust, I like to keep the exterior natural. Parts of my car 
still have the original paint on them. 

I love jalopies. I went to Cobo Hall this year, and with all the 
beautiful cars upstairs, my son could not get me out of the basement 
where the rat rods and jalopies were. I love to see homebuilt, low 
buck, ingenuity. Those to me are the real hot rods of the 40’s and 
50’s. People often ask me why I drive my T’s in the snow and rain, 
and I tell them, “ If you wait for a nice sunny day in Michigan, you 
may find yourself old or dead!” After all, these cars were made to 
drive year round, so why not? 

I call myself a car enthusiast. Other people call me a nut. so what? 
Life is so short that I never want to regret missing even one day of it. 
The last eight years of my father’s life, he only wanted to be driven 
around in my T. I would drive from Plymouth to River Rouge once 
a week to take him to the store, the bank, and the doctor’s office. 
I even did it when I moved to Fowlerville. But when I moved to 
Perry, I made him come to live with me. Then I only had to drive to 
Garden City once a week to see my mother in the T.

If everyone drove a Model T there would be no dead animals on the 
side of the road, because there are not very many animals that cannot 
outrun a T.          

Thank you Henry, wherever you are!

                                                                             Roger Hodyka       

Dealer Model T ad from Troy, Alabama, February 28, 1927
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2005 FMRC Meetings & Events Calendar

Below is the table of meetings & events for 2005.  New in-
formation will be posted each month as events and dates 

are “firmed” up.  Bold font represent club functions.

May 30 Memorial Day Parade w/K of C Hall
June 1 Club Meeting w Mini Swap Meet
June 12 Carnival of Cars
June 12 Wilson Barn Show
June 18,19 Motor Muster
June 25 Downriver Cruise
July 6 Club Meeting
July 16,17 FMRCOA Swap Meet and Car Show
July 24 Club Picnic
August 3 Club Meeting
August 5-7 Dearborn Homecoming TBA
August 13 Poker Run
August 20 Woodward Dream Cruise
Sept. 3-5 Overnighter TBA
Sept. 7 Club Meeting
Sept. 9-11 Frankenmuth Auto Fest
Sept. 18 Somewhere in Time –Trenton, MI
Sept. 18 Scholz Auto Fest
Oct. 5 Club Meeting
Oct. 16 Color Tour
Nov. 2 Club Meeting
Dec. 3 Dinner Dance
Dec. 7 Club Meeting
Dec. 10 Christmas Walk-Greenfield Village  

Please participate in these events!

Farmington American Legion needs old cars and hot rods for Memorial Day Parade, May 30th.  Veterans of 
past wars will ride in the cars with the owners.  Please see or call  at Vic 248-474-4356.

Don’t Forget!
Mini-Swap Meet Begins at  6:00 PM

at FMRCOA Meeting on June 1
BRING YOUR GOODIES!

including a sheriff’s office, general store, and saloon. He used recycled 
old materials and very little measuring (e.g., levels) equipment to 
construct the buildings – and they really look authentic!  Alex also 
indicated that he constructed some of these buildings in a day! Inside 
the buildings there are many antiques, pictures, and other items that 
capture people’s interest.

In other buildings Alex keeps his restored/running vehicles.  These 
included a 1935 Buick. On the second floor of one building Alex 
has created a “nautical” display with a mock ship stern and a treasure 
chest.  A collection of various military uniforms was also there.  

Finally, Alex has also 
created “dinosaurs” 
out of old bones. These 
also populate his yard!

Alex, a retired auto 
body professional, 
was a great host and 
invited club members 
and guests to return 
to his place!  I plan on 
bringing my wife/sister 
there.

Next we drove to Motor City Steel (www.motorcitysteel.net/index.
htm) in Commerce Township .  Motor City Steel has an impressive 
40,000 square foot facility and offers a multitude of services for hot 
rodders.  These include:

• Full-scale project packages 
• Seasonal storage -Indoor, Heated and Secure 
• Retail performance parts and installation 
• Routine maintenance and services 
• Dyno service via a Mustang MD1100 chassis dyno
• Chassis mods and customized alignment service 
• Computer / PROM re-programming 
• Complete Custom auto body repair and paint -- featuring 

Dupont's "Hot Hues" custom color selector system 
• Custom EFI work and tuning 
• Exhaust Work 

We toured Motor City’s facility and were impressed by the various 
capabilities, ongoing projects, and interesting cars that were being 
worked on/stored there!  

After a pizza lunch at Motor City, the tour was complete. Thanks 
Mike! (For more pictures please see the last page.)

Steve Rohde

April 30 Garage Crawl, ct’d. from page 1. 
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Ambrose Biondo brought in three manuals that were very 
interesting. Number one was a 1960 book about the history 

of Ford’s foundry system. Number two was a 1957 book about the 
history of the labor movement in the United States. Number three 
was a 1936 Ford parts list, which was quite large and lists all parts 
for the 1936 Ford car. 

We also had a valve cover for a 1957 Mercury Turnpike Cruiser. 
This motor used one standard valve cover and the other side used 
this special one with a cast aluminum piece with “Turnpike Cruiser” 
on it. 
                                                                             Harry McAuliffe

Classified,  continued from page 13. 

Interesting Automotive Items 
Displayed at the May Show & Tell 

Complete Ford power steering setup for 1968 Ford Mustang. 
Completely redone by Rodes Rebuilding in Ohio. $795 Don 
Olson 586-752-7919

1958 Edsel Citation convertible. 34,000 original miles, older 
repaint. Light yellow with black two tone many options. 
$23,000 firm Jim Ullery 734-729-3284

1955 Ford Sunliner convertible PW PS 272 cid V8 auto, 
restored. Red/white. $29,995 Bob Haas 248-437-9915

1955 Ford golf cart red/white made from Ford parts with 
trailer $9,995   Bob Haas 248-437 9915 

1949 Mercury convertible. From Colorado No engine or 
transmission, roller on new whitewall tires. Good rust free 
body in primer all top bows and stainless trim $22,000 
Chuck 586-264-9256. 

1963 Ford Thunderbird hard top.  390 V8, auto, tilt away 
steering, PW, A/C.  Extremely good condition.  76,686 miles.  
White/w blue/silver interior.  $12,500.  Serious offers only.  
Marilyn Terrell, 517-592-6171.

I must get these parts out of my back yard ASAP! I stripped a 
53 F 250 last year with 62000 miles stored up North many 
years 53 F cab too good to scrap. $100 or offer next to free. 
53 rolling chassis great condition $100 or offer next to free 
Also 53 f250 3 speed transmission 62000 miles Bill Amici 
734-425-8573 

                
 Wanted

1936 Ford roadster stainless steel panel that attaches to upper 
wood windshield header. Don Olson 586-752-7919. 

30-31 Model A front crossmember any Kinmont brake parts 
Cole Grandy 810-735-1671 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

FMRCOA Board Meets 

On May 11 the FMRCOA had a Board Meeting at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall.  The meeting was attended by Bob 

Guetschow, Phil Lyon, John Hill, Mike Fontana, Doug Osborn, 
and Steve Rohde.  This was my first “official” Board Meeting and 
I was very impressed by the way the business was conducted, the 
teamwork on the Board, and the focus that the Board kept on the 

membership of our club!

Topics discussed included membership and ways to better welcome 
new members, club and other functions, and our swap meet.  

The club also supported funding 10 trophies for a car show sponsored 
by the Grumpy Old Man’s Car Club to benefit Mya, a one year old 
girl with cancer.

Steve Rohde

        The FMRCOA Board in Action!

“We’ve uncovered some embarrassing ancestors in the not-too-
distant past. Some horse thieves, and some people killed on Saturday 
nights. One of my relatives, unfortunately, was even in the newspaper 
business.” -- Jimmy Carter 

“One man with courage makes a majority.” -- Andrew Jackson

“That government is best which governs the least, because its people 
discipline themselves”. -- Thomas Jefferson

“[W]hen I was in England I experimented with marijuana a time or 
two, and I didn’t like it. I didn’t inhale.” -- Bill Clinton

More Presidential Quotes 
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Brake Seminar at Ididit in Tecumseh
Presented by Ralph Lisena of Engineered 
Components, Inc.

 by Lowell Reams

Ralph Lisena owns ECI and has been in the brake business for 23 
years. He is a graduate engineer with a Masters from Purdue and was 
very knowledgeable.  

Below are some of the brake tips and information that I felt were 
good from his presentation:

First of all Ralph stressed, do not use a single reservoir master 
cylinder as came with older vehicles unless you are keeping the car 
completely original or you have a death wish for you and your family. 
With a dual brake master cylinder, if you have a catastrophic leak in 
a brake line or component, you still have half a system; on a single 
reservoir you will have no brakes. Also don’t rely on the emergency 
brake because you probably don’t have one or have never hooked it 
up.

This comment applies more to street rods and customs, but for 
good brake performance, the vehicle brakes must be designed  as 
complete system. Most people get into trouble when they get  advice 
from many different people who probably know less about brakes 
than they do. Also they mix and match parts from a number of 
different cars and from different places such as salvage yards and 
after market suppliers. 

The kinetic energy of a moving vehicle varies with the vehicle 
weight and the square of the speed. A 3000 lb car at 80 mph has 
twice the energy of a 2500 lb car at 60 mph. For example, the 
Mustang II IFS, which is a popular conversion for street rods, uses 
the same front disc brake setup as used on grandma’s 2500 lb. Pinto. 
The original Mustang II brake set up  was not designed for a heavier 
car at today’s highway speeds and needs to be upgraded for more 
stopping power.

Increasing the diameter of the disc brake rotor provides not only 
a larger moment arm for application of the caliper pads and thus 
more stopping torque, but also more mass in the rotor which reduces 
temperature rise and brake fade. Usually bigger is better when it 
comes to disc rotors and is limited by the wheel diameter. You notice 
today’s cars are using bigger wheels which allows for larger diameter 
rotors

The pedal ratio is the length from the pedal arm pivot point to 
the foot pedal pad 
divided by the 
length from the 
pedal pivot point to 
the master cylinder 
arm connection. The 
pedal ratio should be 
approximately 4.75 
to 5.0 for master 
cylinders with bores 

»

»

»

»

»

of 7/8 to 1 inch diameter. For both manual and power brakes, ECI 
uses a 5.0 ratio.

The outlet pressure from the master cylinder is the input force 
divided by the piston area. The displaced volume in the master 
cylinder is the piston area times the length of stroke of the piston.

Manual brake systems typically use small diameter master 
cylinders, which give higher outlet pressure in order to keep the 
pedal force reasonable, but then need more pedal travel in order 
to accommodate the displaced volume requirements in the wheel 
cylinders and calipers. Power brake systems on the other hand, 
can use bigger bore master cylinders in order to have the necessary 
displaced volume with less pedal travel. The applied foot force in a 
power brake system is multiplied by the brake booster giving higher 
outlet pressures, therefore the master cylinder needs to be sized for 
the system and is not a one size fits all. 

Usually bigger is better when it comes to the diameter of the brake 
booster. As a side comment, Ralph recommended to not use rebuilt 
master cylinders but get a new one. The price of new master cylinders 
has come down and the rebuilt in most cases is not good quality.

There are three types of valves used in a brake system: metering, 
proportioning, and residual. A front disc/rear drum system needs 
all three. 

    * The metering valve holds off the pressure buildup to the front discs 
allowing time for the rear drum brakes to catch up with the faster 
acting disc brakes. This improves the rear drum brake contribution 
to the overall braking performance. 

    * The proportioning valve reduces the pressure to the rear drums 
in order to prevent rear wheel lock up. 

    * A 10 lb. residual valve is used with drum brakes in order to 
prevent air from entering the system past the drum wheel cylinder 
seals upon retraction of the shoes. If you don’t have the 10 lb. residual 
valve in your system, you will eventually experience a spongy pedal 
as the system gets older and allows more air into the system. The 
spongy pedal can be eliminated with bleeding but will come back.

    * All three of the above valves have been incorporated into the 
modern brake component called the “combination valve”. The 
combination valve simplifies the plumbing and should be used in 
conjunction with the correct master cylinder. The valves should 
always be lower than the master cylinder reservoir.

In addition to the combination valve, for disc brakes where the 
master cylinder reservoir is below the calipers, a 2 lb. residual valve 

is necessary to prevent backflow of brake fluid from the calipers to 
the master cylinder. For old pickups, where the master cylinder is 
under the floor tied to the original pedal, a 2lb. residual valve to 

»

»

»

»

»
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the front discs is necessary. This residual valve should be close to the 
combination valve. If you have two lines out of the combination 
valve going to the front discs, then you need two 2 lb. residual valves, 
one in each line.  

Ralph emphasized that the ever-popular “adjustable proportioning 
valve” which many people use, is usually not a necessary addition to 
the combination valve since it already has a proportioning valve in it. 
The adjustable valve may be only beneficial in extreme cases of rear 
wheel lock up. Ralph said save your money but if you already have 
one in the system, leave it.

Ralph did not recommend using silicone brake fluid for the average 
street driven vehicle. Silicone brake fluid has unique properties, some 
good and some bad. Stay with DOT4 or DOT3 fluids. Brake fluids 
absorb moisture and eventually need changing. A rule of thumb-if 
you can’t see to the bottom of the master cylinder reservoir because 
of the brown color (rust particles) it needs changing.

A few words of wisdom: 

   * Always bench bleed the master cylinder before installing. 

   * If after initially bleeding the brake system and you have a no or 
low pedal condition, it may be that the brake warning light pressure 
differential valve which is located in the middle of the combination 
valve may be stuck in the front or rear position. This condition 
can be checked by a continuity check on the brake warning light 
electrical leads. If there is continuity, then the valve is stuck and the 
system needs a special bleeding sequence. 

   * On a dual chamber disc/drum master cylinder, the larger chamber 
goes to the front discs.  

   * On drum brakes, the short shoe goes to the front.

   * When plumbing the combination valve, be sure you know which 
inlet and outlet goes where. It is easy to get them wrong.

* Be careful of using disc brakes on the rear of a vehicle. Except 
for the ascetics and bragging rights, unless properly designed, 
your braking performance could actually be worse than the drum 
system you replaced.

If you have a brake question, Ralph said please call him at ECI. 
Remember it’s your life you are playing with.

 

»

»

»

»

ECI has spent the last 25 years developing the most complete line 
of street rod brake systems and components available anywhere. 
Street rod brake systems are not only their business - but also 
their specialty. They can supply brake system components 
for your rod from the basic brackets and hardware up to and 
including complete front and rear brake systems - from “lo-buck 
to hi-tech”.

http://ecihotrodbrakes.com/index.html

Figures in article are also from: 

ididit Inc. sells parts, accessories and columns for street rods, 
classic trucks, muscle cars, golf carts, tow vehicles and many more 
applications.   ididit also  manufacturers high quality steering 
columns for the aftermarket industry.

http://www.ididit.com/home2.html

As Lowell indicated the seminar was held at ididit in Te-
cumseh:

http://ecihotrodbrakes.com/index.html
http://www.ididit.com/home2.htm
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 YOUR AD COULD GO HERE!

SERVICE DIRECTORY             
Please

SUPPORT  THESE  BUSINESSES! 

Contact:
  Phil Lyon, Display Ad Editor
  734.422.0595
  pjlyon39@peoplepc.com                     
  34945 Elmira, Livonia, MI. 
  48150         
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Classified

April 2005

 For Sale  
5 15” wheels off 1962 T bird $50 good condition Jerry 248-

347-7849

1970 Ford XL sport roof 429 cid excellent condition Great 
cruising car. $10,500 OBO or trade for project street rod. 
Call Jim 313-724-9117

2003 Mustang Cobra 390 horsepower 6 speed trans excellent 
condition 10,000 miles. $24,900 Mike Reimenschneider 
734-459-1348

 NOS 1951 Ford rear bumper $250 Don Olson 586-752-7919  

•

•

•

•

Continued on page 8.

May 2005
For Sale   

Five 14” wheels off a 1962 T Bird. Good condition. Jerry 248-  
 347-7849

4 brake drums, new, 1970 Mustang   2 front brake assemblies   
   with spindles for 1970 Mustang.   1 steering column with new       
 key assembly and horn ring. John, 313-590-1189. 

NOS 6 volt voltage regulator $25   Used 57-58-59 Ford Town          
 and Country radios. Need restoring. $95 each. Used spotlights,  
 $150.   NOS 58-59 Ford dome lamp lens $25   NOS 59 Ford   
 grille. $150.   Many other NOS and used 57, 58, and 59 Ford   
 parts, Howard Voigt 734-944-6930. 

1935 and 1936 Ford radios. Bill T 734-421-2176. 

1978 Lincoln Town Coupe, 26,500 miles. $6,900. Larry Haase  
 734-502-3293. 

1963 T-Bird coupe, White with red interior needs TLC $6,500.  
 Art, 248-553-8879

1964 Comet Caliente convertible $15,000 Don 810-220-0419. 

1964 T- Bird convertible. Runs,Has newer top, gas tank ,and      
 tires. Rebuilt transmission and radiator. Interior and exterior   
   parts have been rechromed and/or anodized. Front and back seats   
   are done. Needs work. Take a look and make me an offer. Wally   
   Wigand  734-522-6477

1978 Mercury Monarch Ghia 4-dr, 65k, 302 V8. Excellent            
   condition.  Newer tires, brakes, & exhaust.  $1800 obo.  Ron,      
   734.261.9675.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Wanted 
1966 Mercury Parklane fender skirts. Hank 810-231-3184

1969-70 Shelby Mustang running lights. Front fender grille      
    extension molding. Howard Voigt   734-944-6930

Notice
Those members who bought the book  “100 Years of Ford” from 
me that didn’t have covers on them,  I have extras now. Karl, 248-

•

•



Garage Crawl April 30, 2005


